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Minister in a procession to the Hall. Welcoming the Commission^ 
Sir Maurice Gwyer, Vice-Chancellor of the University of Delhi, said ; 

"Mr. Chairman, on behalf of the University of Delhi I extend a warm 
welcome to the Historical Records Commission and more especially 
to yourself and to the Prime Minister for having consented to grace tliis 
assembly to-day with your presence. I do not forget that both your- 
self and the Prime Minister are Doctors of this University and there- 
fore you come among us not as strangers but as colleagues. 

"It is also a cause of much satisfaction to the University that this 
Silver Jubilee meeting of the Commission is being held in our new 
Assembly HaU which is used to-day for the first time and I am glad to 
think that the University is now able to receive its guests in a place 
befitting the occasion. Both you, Mr. Chairman, and the Prime 
Minister assisted us in March last at the lajdng of the foundation stone 
of the building, of which this hall forms apart and I hope that you will 
record the progress which has been made since that date as a proof 
of our academic activities and of our desire to provide a dignified back- 
ground for thorn. 

“The presence of so many distmguished guests and strangers is an 
indication of the importance of the work of the Commission and a re- 
cognition of the value of its labours. It liixks the past of India bo^h 
with the present and vith the future. It seeks to preserve before 
it is too late the priceless treasm’es which are to bo found in the records 
of bj’^gone centuries and it makes these available for historians and 
institutions an.d it is thus taking a very notable part in the re- 
naissance of India. And there is an element of romance about it which, 
as I am sure the Prime Minister will most cordially agree, is not always 
associatd with the work of Commissions and wliich makes a very strong; 
appeal to the imagination . This University of Delhi, the home and cen- 
tre of learning as the University likes to believe, for the capital city 
■of Didia will follow your dehberations with sympathy and attention and 
it offers you all the co-opuration which it is within its power to give. *" 




Sir Maurice Gwyer, Vice-Chancellor, ITniversity of Delhi 
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Inaugural Speech by the Hon’blb Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru, Prime Minister 

“.Mb. Chairman, Vice-Chancellor, Your Excellencies, Ladies 
-and Gentlemen, 1 have come here to offer you on behalf of the Gov- 
-ernment of India a cordial -welcome. As a Government we are natu- 
rally interested in many activities and as Prime Minister I have to 
function on many stages and to say something on a variety of subjects. 
.-'But I rather doubt if any subject would interest me more to listen to and 
sometimes even to speak on than the subject of history. I confess 
tliat being myself an amateur I feel a little overwhelmed when I meet 
a multitude of experts. Nevertheless, perhaps, even an amateur has 
■- a place in the scheme of things and sometimes perhaps he may see the 
"wood a little more and not be lost in the individual trees which an ex- 
pert is apt to do. 

“Now we talk of history, and people, I suppose, have numerous 
ways of thinking and looking at history. But whatever way you may 
have, whatever approach you may.have, whether it is the old and com- 
pletely out-of-date approach of a record of the doings of kings and 
of battles and the like or of social and economic progress or of 
cultural progress or the development of humanity as a whole, whe- 
ther it is the history of a single country or a nation or it is viewed in the 

- context of world history as it naturally must be, inevitably the basis 
-of all that is an accumulation of facts and records and data. Otherwise 

- one simply builds one‘’s idea of history on improvised knowledge with- 
-out anj?^ accurate data. Therefore a Historical Records Commission 
is most essential for the building up of a proper history. This Histo- 

' rical Records Commission which is celebrating its Silver Jubilee this 
year and on this occasion is to be congratulated on the work it has 

- done in the past and on the work which I hope it is going to do with 

- even greater fervour in the future. 

“Now I do not loiow what many of you feel when you think about 
a historical subject. Eor my part I feel tremendously fascinated and 
interested in the subject of history and my mind begins to wander a 

- little trying to think of this long sweep and trjdng to draw not only in- 
terest, but inspiration or knowledge or understanding or all of them. 

..I do not InioAv if one always suceeedes in getting that inspiration from 
it as a whole ; one does sometimes find other aspects of it which are far 
.-from inspiring. In any event one has to go back to it to understand the 
-present and to try to understand what the future ought to be. They 
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tliat ' history 'never repeats 'itsfelf. I supp'ose ' that is true^. 
Nevertheless, to understand anything ybu have to go hack to the roots 
of the forces and the various other happenings that are taldng place - 
today and that is the only possible data wliich you can have ; other- 
wise you have to trust to j^our imagination only. 

“History, as a famous Avriter has described it, is a record of the 
martyrdom of man. Perhaps so. It is also a record of repeated re- 
surrections after every crucifixion. So you can see this process 
of martyrdom and cracifixion of man, and resurrection following it, 
in interminable succession. You may consider history as the onw'ard 
march of humanity, of the human spirit, and yet sometimes we are - 
pulled back by seeing how that onward march is suddenly arrested andl 
thrown back. 

“Now, every age, I suppose, thinks that it is an age of transition. 
Nevertheless, I suppose there is some element of truth iu our thinking; 
that the present age we live in is peculiar^ an age of transition and ' 
change : at any rate the problems we have to face appear to he far ' 
bigger and acuter than any other problems, partly hecau.se of the ' 
' extent of the problems. Because every problem now becomes a world 
problem it is quite impossible to-day to think of current events or of 
history in the making in terms of any one nation or country or patch 
of territory’’ ; j’^ou have inevitably to think in terms of the world as a - 
whole. You may, of course, and you should, thinli of each of the smal- 
ler aspects of that larger picture; you may examine them more- 
closely. But the whole conception of the history of a particular 
country and our learning by heart the names of a large number of kings - 
and emperors etc., I suppose, is long dead. I am not quite, sure whe- 
ther in the schools and colleges of India it has ceased to exist or not, but, 
I hope at any rate that it is dead, because anything more futile than * 
a study of the records of king’s reigns and battles by children, 1 cannot • 
imagine. 

“The other aspect of history which has come much more to the fore- - 
front — the social aspect of history, the development of the social orga- 
nism — involves much closer research in the daily lives of the common > 
man. Maybe in family budgets a hundred or thousand years ago there - 
were a hundred, and thousand and one tilings which make us realise 
somewhat what the life of humanity was in the past age. It is only 
then that we caa really fill the dry bones of history with some life, 
flesh and lilood. I must confess that even now, in spite of this acknexw— 



ledged netv^ approach, most of the boohs oh history and papers on 
history that appear, interesting as they are, appear to me to be quite 
siri^larly lifeless and dead. They are just the dry bones ; there is 
no flesh and blood in them. And I suppose the only way reaUj?^ to read, 
write or understand history is to evoke in the mind a picture of a Hv- 
ihg society functioning, thinking and having aU the virtues and fa ilin gs 
which the hurnan being has possessed, and gradually changing whether 
it is in the direction of progress or something else. For that too, I sup- 
pose, two things are necessary : one, of course, a much more inti- 
mate knowledge of detail which this Commission should collect and Sup- 
jply, and the other is a somewhat co-ordinating type of mind wliich 
is capable of clothing that detail in proper garb and give it some sem- 
blance of life. I hope that this Historical Records Commission and the 
erhinent historians associated with it who ■wiU collect material or write 
papers and essays and books on it, will always try to think of two 
things. One is that they should not ■write always for their brother his- 
torians only. There are other people also outside their charmed circle 
who ought to be approached. I say this because the average technical 
or scientific paper is so very much meant, or at any rate it looks as if 
it was meant, for .the charmed circle of people who are interested in a. 
specifically narrow aspect of a particular question that it loses all in- 
terest for the wider public. Now, surely a Commission hke this, 
as all other Commissions, shotild try to function in a larger atmos- 
phere and try to appeal to the minds of the larger public — ^the intellige'nt 
or seihi-intelligeut public. It appears to be a different species of ap- 
pToach and a different species of writing to go on with popularisation 
which means a de'viation from scholarship. I do not think there is any 
necessary conflict between real scholarship and a popular approach. 

I find in such papers and others that I sonietimes see, rather an attempt 
at unconsciously forgetting the fact that a larger pubhc has to be or 
should be addressed. I do not think that is good because you iso- 
late yourself from that larger public. You do not get their backing, 
and that larger public cannot benefit by your labours. Secondly, 
any subject that you may investigate — although necessarily you inves- 
tigate a particular subject — might generally be viewed in relation to a 
larger whole. Otherwise it has no real meaning except as some odd 
incident which might interest you. Because, if there is to be an under- 
standing, there must be an understanding of every subject in that re- 
lationship. It has no meaning otherwise. Now, once you start on 
this question of relationship: of events,- that opfens' out an eiaormotis- 
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field, because everytbiiig is related to ever3diliirig else : nothing is iso- 
ated. Every aspect of life is related in some way or the other 
to another asi>ect and every aspect of life in one nation is related 
to other national lives. It was so to some extent even in the past. 
But in the present age that is so obvious because of all kinds of factors 
which biing nations close to each other even though they might not 
love each other. So that, it is in relation to that that each small 
item should be viewed ; also I would though that involves a 
perhaps much more difficult imdertaking, how far this can be related 
to, shall I .say, an integrated view of histor3r. ' Whether history can be 
considered in that sense or not I do not know. But the human mind 
always tries to understand things in an integrated way. Otherwise 
they lose significance and we have to arrive at the conclusion that things 
that happen have no connection with each other and happen in an odd, 
haphazard way. Looldng at it in that integrated way, one has to 
think what is history — a record of human progress, a record of, shall I 
say, the struggle of the advancement of the human mind, of the 
human spirit, towards some known or unlmown objective. It becomes 
a very fascinating study. Whether it is ultimately true or not, 
nevertheless it does give some string to connect all the separate 
incidents. 

“Originally history was taught, I suppose, purely on political 
tines. And with that were associated, of course, many other aspects, 
religious and to some extent cultural also. Then a great deal of 
stress was laid on the economic aspect which undoubtedly is 
exceedingly important. T^obody has ever said that the eoonomic 
aspect is the sole aspect — that would be absurd — but it is an 
important aspect, and in the larger sense that would cover the 
cultural aspect too. But quite apart from these individual and se- 
parate aspects of liistory, I suppose there is something which I cannot 
define, some attempt to understand what' all this sweep of history 
means, where possibly it is loading to, or whether it has any meaning 
at all or not. Ultimate^, I suppose practicalh' all the problems we 
have to face in the world can be put in a sentence or tnc-. Tliey are 
problems of relationships : the relationship of the individual with the 
individual, the relationship of the individual with the group, and the 
relationship of groups. Almost every political, cultural or personal 
problems can be brought within that sentence, and it is these gradually 
changing relationships that give meaning to the social - organism - and 
ultimately to the national international life that we see around us. 



I am rather casually throwing out ideas before this very learned 
audience so that this Historical Records Commission might try to re- 
late their work, in so far as it is possible, to these wider vistas of mind 
and thought in history, because without that it narrows its scope and 
it cannot evoke very much response from the average mind. All of us 
-in a greater or leas measure make history. History ultimately is some 
kind of a resultant of millions and millions of human lives, but it is true 
that some individuals perhaps play a greater part in the making of his- 
tory. It has beer given to us in the present age to play some part in 
the making of history and for a person who does that it becomes an, 
•even more important thing to understand the processes of history so 
that he might not lose himself in trivial details and forget the main 
?sweep. Because fate and circumstance placed me in a position to 
be an actor in the saga, or the drama, of India if you like in the last 
twenty or thirty years in common with many others, my interest in 
history became not an academic interest in things of the past and of 
long ago, but an intense personal interest almost, to understand 
those events in relation to to-day and to understand to-day in relation 
to what had been, and try to peep into the future, however dimly, 
witii the help of that understanding. Now I do not know if that 
iquest helped me very much or not in any real understanding because 
events have happened which I can only say are past all understand- 
ingin the last few years — great wars and the like — and all one’s 
conceptions of an ordered progress of humanity have been shaken. 
Well, whether that has helped in understanding or not, it has been a 
very fascinating pursuit and I sometimes feel how delightful it must 
foe to carry , on that pursuit in a calmer atmosphere of a Uiiversityor 
some Institute, cut away from the provocations and disturbances of 
the type cflifethatilead. But that is merely some kind of nostalgia 
from which I suppose many of us suffer who do not like the particular 
job they are placed in. 

, I welcome you all here, and I hope your labours will bear fruit in not 
only ohe buildiag up of true history which is something much more than 
dates and events, but vdll also, T hope, help ir binding together 
people. History shows us both the binding process and the disrupt- 
ing process and to-day in the world as alwa5^s —I suppose to-day 
a little more obviously— the binding or the constructive forces are at 
work, as also the disruptive or the fissiparous forces, and in any activity 
^at we are iiidnlging in, we have the choice of laying emphais on the 
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binding and constructive aspect or on the other. "We must not, of 
course, give w&y to irishful thinking and emphasise something which 
we want to empliasise and which has no relation to fact. jN’evertheless, 

I think, it is possible within the terms of scholarship and preciseness 
and truth to emphasise that binding and constructive aspect rather 
than the other, and I hope the activities of historians and of this 
Commission will be directed to that end. I welcome you again.” 

Speeoh By THE Hon-’ble IVIaulana AbtjIi Kalam Azad, 

Pkesident of the Indiant HTSTORic.Aii Records Commission: 

“I have great pleasure in welcoming you to this 25th anniversary of 
the Indian Historical Records Commission. During these 25 years, 
the Commission has done valuable w^ork of which you will find a brief 
recordinthe SouvenirpreparedbyourDirectorof Archives. I would 
only like to place on record our appreciation of the services rendered 
by many colleagues who are no more in our midst and also to welcome 
new members of the fraternity of historians who preserve our past 
through their devoted and disinterested work. I am particularly glad 
that on this occasion we have among us representatives of other coun- 
tries. The aim ofhistory is to find out the truth about the past. This 
is a common human quest and the presence of members of different 
nations is testimony that such tasks can be carried out only through 
the co-operative efforts of men and women regardless of race, religion 
or nationality. 

“TSventy-fiveyearsisnotalohgpeHod judged by the standard of 
historj'^ and yet the Indian Historical Records Commission has done 
valuable work in creating a new spirit of research and enqtiity among 
our historians. Members of the Commission hare cOntribbted much 
to our knowledge of India’s past. Thby have also created a spirit of 
enthusiasm' abroad and we have had in consequence many valuable 
studies by foreign scholars on various aspects of Indian history. The 
field, however, is vast and in spite of aU our efforts we have been able 
to accomplish only a fraction of our task. It is, therefore, essential 
that we renew our endeavour and make continually greater 
efforts so that the resplendent past of India may be discovered to us 
and the world. 

“The Historical Records Commission has till now surveyed problems 
of history in a general way. Individual authors have contributed im- 
portant studies on subjects of their choice. Valuable as such work has- 



been, I feel that it would perhaps be of eyeu greater service to tl\e.- 
cause of historical research if we frame a programrue of work for filling 
up the gaps in our knowledge of the history of India. No one can 
deny that many problems are 3 ’-et outstanding and demand further 
enquiry and investigation By way of example, I would draw special: 
attention of the historians assembled here to periods which, in my 
opinion, should be studied more carefulty if we are to appreciate 
fully all the implications of our heritage. 

“Our ancient past dates back to pre-history and presents many 
periods that are only imperfectly known. The relation of the civiliza- 
tion of Mohenjodaro to that of Southern India or to lands in the Mid- 
dle East is yet unsolved. The recent excavations in Bahrein and Koet . 
have brought to light numerous small tombs which date back to per- - 
haps the second millennium before Christ or even earlier. Some». 
historians find in them evidence of a,ncient connections between South 
India and the regions bordering on the Persian Gulf. Some of these 
problems are no doubt purely archaeological, bat there are others 
which can be solved only by the co-operation of the archaeologist and 
tire historian. The services of Syriology and Egyptology have not yet. . 
been fully utilised in explaining our ancient past. Nor have we yet 
explored the materials that have come down to us from the civiliza- 
tions that flourished in Mesopotamia and the neighbouring lands. 

“Another period in Indian History which deserves and demands . 
fresh and detailed study is the end of the first millennium after Christ, 
We have seme knowledge of the condition of India up to the 7th and 
8th century a.d. and again after the establishment of the Sultanate 
of Delhi. The intervening period saw the rise of the Ghuznavide 
power a.nd its expansion into the north-western regions of L. dia, but . 
we have no clear picture of the social and political conditions of India . 
duriiig this time. It is unfortunate that we have not yet been able ta. 
lay our hands on all the Persian histories of the period whose names 
have been handed down to us. Abul Fazal Baihaqi, we are told, 
wrote a history of the Ghuznavides in thirty volumes, but we have 
so far found only a fragment of this book. Perhaps new light would 
be thrown on Indian history if the lost volumes could be recovered. 
Some new material has, however, been discovered recently and they 
are bound to throw further light on our kirowledge of this period. It , 
is also somewhat strange that almost all our historical research and 
studies for even a later period are based on Persian records a,nd entirely' 
overlook material that is hid in the vaStness of Arabian historj’- andi 
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^it<»ratnre. Oar historiiuis should turn to the field and examine Arabic 
-eoureea for information about the trade, commerce and sooi^ and 
•political eonditions of India during this period. 

‘‘The decline and fall of the Moghul Empire is a matter of eonipara- 
"tively recent history and yet even this period has not been fully studied 
or thoroughly understood. One surprising feature of this age is the 
^laok of historians of note rvithin the country itself. The work of 
foreign historians gives a picture which is full of confused conceptions. 
'To take only one example. Most of the foreign historians speak of 
'the anarchy and lawlessness of the period and yet they are full of 
"praise for the administration’ of individual rulers. While on the one 
hand it is said that India was in turmoil and there was neither law 
Hor order, we are on the other hand told that the administration of 
Alivardi Khan, Zalim Singh or Ahalya Bai compared favourably with 
•that of European countries of the day. On the one hand, there is the 
‘condemnation of Hyder Ali as a tyrant and on the other, high praise 
-•of bis achievements in the arts of administration and peace. We are 
-also told that there was free movement of Bundies or bills of credit 
'- which held currency from the borders of Bengal up to the limits of 
“Central Asia. How is one to explain the financial stability and 
'credit implied in such transactions against the background 
of political anarchy painted by political historians ? Without ventur- 
. ing on any hypothesis, I would be content to say that in spite of pleni- 
tude of material, the period has not j’^et been fully studied and will 
repay the care and attention of scholars. 

“Another period wliich we must study afresh is that of British 
■ Connection with India. The wealth of material forthis period is immense 
and yet it must be admitted that we do not have a fair and balanced 
study of the period in all its aspects. There have been protagonists 
‘of the Empire who have sought to justify everything that the British 
did and painted the period in golden colours. Political passion has on 
the other hand sometimes led Indians to condemn the period out- 
"right as one of the dark ages of India’s history. So long as the 
'political conflict was not resolved it was difficult to judge the jseriod 
with the detachment of a true historian. Kow, hoAvever, the chapter 
of British domination is closed and the time has come when Indians 
"must study it without prejudice or passion. 

“I would now like to say a few words about our National Archives. 
It is the store-house of raw materials of history and the Historical 
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Records Commission is the agency which should find the best possiblo:- 
use for them. To-day only a fraction of our records are available to - 
ns in the National Archives, but scattered throughout the land there - 
are family documents, sanads, firmans and ancient manuscripts Avhich 
will be lost unless they are acquired without delay. The present is also . 
the opportune moment to appeal to the public to hand over such docu- 
ments to the National Government. Such appeal will meet with a. 
readier response now than perhaps at any other time. 

“Many things must be done to make our National Archives perform 
its proper functions. Of these, the collection and preservation of re- 
cords and manuscripts is perhaps the foremost. Records dispersed 
throughout the Provinces and States must be brought to one common 
centre and steps taken to ensure their proper care. The climate of' 
India is an enemy of all types of documents and airconditioning is 
essential if records and manuscripts are to be maintained in a proper 
state of preservation. The importance of this task can be judged fr om 
the fact that once such manuscripts are lost, there is no way of replac- 
ing them, 

“The second task is that of cataloguing and analysis of such records^. 
It is hardly nece.ssary to emphasise to a gathering of historians and 
archivists the urgency of such v ork. Without proper .use of the manu- 
scripts, they may as well not exist. And yet we have to admit that even 
the . records which are already in our possession have not all been 
catalogued. 

“The Government are alive to the importance of both these tasks 
and the Miiristry of Education has been endeavouring to do everything 
possible for achievmg them. You are, however, aware of the financial 
difficulties through which we are passing at the moment. This may 
prevent us from carrying out all that we intend, but I may assure you 
that the Ministry will not spare any effort to achieve whatever is. 
possible in the yjresent difficult conditions and to expand its. 
programme as soon as conditions improve. 

“The programme of publications has in spite of financial and other- * 
difficulties bedn accelerat. d. New machinery is being set up and steps, 
are being taken for expanding the capacity and scope of our National' 
Archives. We also intend to go ahead as quickly as possible with the- 
in.stallation of airconditioning plant so that the preservation of the- 
precious heritage of our past may be assured. . ■ 

“I must not however go into greater details. It is for you historians and' 
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“archivists to prepare a programme of work. Let jmnr labour yield 
material for writing a full history of India throughout the ages, La 
which the story of co-operation and common endeavour, the develop- 
ment of civilisation and culture and the growth of arts, philosophy, 
religion and humanity will be told in all their wealth. That and not the 
mere record of wars and conflicts, of d3masties and kings, is the true 
historj- jf India. 

“Once again I extend to you a cordial welcome and hojie tliat our 

joint labour will give a fresh impetus to the studj’^ of history of this land.’’ 
!(: ♦ 

After the speech of Maulana Azad, the Secretary read three 
messages. The first was a message from His Excellencj'^ the 
Governor-General : 

“His Excellency sends his best wishes to the Indian Historical 
ilecords Commission on the occasion of its Jpbilee session.” 

The message from Mr, Hilary Jenkinson : 

“Please express to all concerned my deep regret that unforeseen 
•official engagements prevent my attendance Delhi. Greetihgs 
and good wishes to Conference.” 

' The third message was from the Education Minister, Gwalior : 

“Many thanks for invitation to attend Silver Jubilee session of 
Historical Records Commission. Regret inability to attend. Best 
' wisbes.” 

The Secretary then announced that His Excellency the Chines® 
Ambassador would read a paper on Chinese Sources of Indian History. 

His lincy Dr, Ghia-I/uen Lo : ‘‘Mr. President, Mr. Prime 
-Minister, Mr. Vice-Chancellor, Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentle- 
men — It is a great honour and a pleasure for me to be invited by the 
Indian Historical Records Commission to attend its Silver Jubilee 
■Session and to read a paper entitled ‘Chinese Sources of Indian His- 
tory’ in which I suppose we all have a common interest.” 

His Excellency then proceeded to read his paper the text of which 
will bo found in Part II of the Proceedings. 

After Dr. Chia-Luen Lo had finished reading his paper, the Prime 
-Minister and the Minister fdr Education left and the meeting adjourned 
-for luncheon. 

The- afternoon session of the Public Meeting was presided - over 
% Mahamahopadhyaya D.V. Po ' dar in the absence of Maulana Abul 
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Xalam Azad. The session was devoted to the reading of papers. An 
■extremely interesting and informative paper bylVIr. Hilary Jenkinson 
entitled ‘Twenty-five Years : Some Reminiscences of an English 
Archivist, 1923-1948’ was read out by the Assistant Secretary. This 
was followed by the reading of and discussion on a number of papers. 
-All the papers will be found in Part II of the Proceedings. 

After the ordinary business of the session was concluded, the 
•Secretary moved a vote of thanks to the Vice-Chancellor, Professoi 
S. L. Poplai, and other Professors of the University and the Post- 
'Oraduate Volunteer Group for contributing to the success of the 
: Session. 

The morning session of December 24 was devoted to the meeting 
of the Research and Publication Committee (report on pp. 38 ff). 
In the evening Dewan Bahadur 0. S.Srinivasachari gave a popular 
lecture on “The Interaction between North and South India”. 

Tn addition to the brochure of papers read, summary of papers, 
fete., a Souvenir Volume, “Indian Historical Records Oommis- 
:sion: A Retrospect”, a volume entitled “Delhi and its Mdnum- 
-ents” by Dr. S. N. Sen and a “Catalogue of Exhibits” were 
presented to the members. 

Members were taken out on excursions to the Red Fort, the Histo- 
Tical Exhibition organised by the National Archives of India at the 
New Delhi Town Hall and the Arts Exhibition at the Government 
House. 

The Minister for Education gave an afternoon party at 
the Government House at 5 p. M. on the 23rd December 1948. His 
Excellency the Governor General was at home to the members 
^t the Government House on the 26th December 1948 at 6 p.m. 
and Sir Maurice Gwyer, the Vice-Chancellor of the Delhi University 
gave a reception to the members on the 26th evening at 4-00 p. m. 

An exhibition was organised of records, historical manuscripts, paint- 
ings, sculptures, coins and other antiquities pertaining to India. A large 
number of Museums, Libraries and learned societies offered to lend 
selected items from their valuable collections for the occasion, but due 
to the inadequate space that was available for holding the exhibition 
it was decided to cut down the number of exhibits and to limit the 
oh i ) mainly to records, historical manuscripts and paintings relating 
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to the medieval and modem periods of Indian history and methods of 
preserving old records. In all 296 items were displayed and they were 
selected from the following sources Xhe National Archives of India, 
New Delhi; The Secretariat of the Constituent Assembly, New Delhi; 
Record Office, Madras ; Record Office, Bombay ; State Record Depart- 
ment, Baroda ; Combined Inter-Services Historical Section, Simla;. 
National Library, Calcutta; His Highness’ Litrary, Rampur State ; 
Rabindra-Bhavan, Vishva Bharati, Santiniketan ; Muslim University 
Library, Aligarh ; Government of Jammu and Kashmir ; — Assam 
Provincial Museum, Gauhati; Provincial Museum, Cuttack; Sardar 
Ganda Singh of Amritsar; Prince of Wales Museum, Bombay; Archaeo- 
logical Museum, Red Fort, Delhi ; Central Asian Antiquities Museumi 
New Delhi ; Museum and Picture Gallery, Baroda ; and Mr. Ajit 
Ghose of Calcutta. Also exhibited were three pieces of Khmer 
art lent by the French Ambassador in India and early Muslim, 
and Hindu pottery I’ecently discovered at Baroda. 

The Exhibition was open to the public from 23rd to 29th Hecember. 
A large number of visitors visited , the New Delhi Municipal 
Hall where the exhibition was located. The members of the Com- 
mission visited the Exhibition on the 24th December and among 
other distinguished visitors were the Hon’ble Dr. S. P. Mookerji, 
Minister for Industrj^ and Siipply, His Excellency the Russian Ambas- 
sador in Ir.dia and His Highness the Maharaja of Kapur thala. 



15 


PERSOISTNEL OP THE INDIAN HISTORICAL RECORDS' 

COMMISSION 

^‘■Attended the Jubilee Session 

•1. The Hon’ble Minister for Education, Government of India. 
New Delhi, ex-officio President. 

*2. The Educational Adviser to the Government of India, Ministry 
'of Education, New Delhi, ex-officio Chairman — (i) Research and 
Publication Committee (ii) Local Records Sub-Committee. 

*2. The Director of Archives, Government of India, National 
Archives of India, New Delhi, ex-officio SecveiaTy — (i) Indian Histori- 
cal Records Commission (ii) Research and Publication Committee 
(iii) Local Records Sub-Committee. 

*4. The Assistant Director of Archives, Government of India, 
ex-officio Assistant Secretary — ^(i) Indian Historical Records Commission 
(ii) Research and Publication Committee. 

Ordinary Members 
Representing Government of India 

*1. Professor C. S. Srinivasaehari, M.A., Principal, Raja 
Doraisingam Memorial College, Sivaganga (S.I.). 

*2. Professor D. V. Potdar, B.A., ‘Lokokalyan’, 77, Shanwar 
iPeth, Poona. 

*3. Dr. R. C. Majumdar, M.A., Ph.D., (Pormerly Vice-Cliancellor,. 
•Dacca University), 4, Repin Pal Road, P.O. Kalighat, Calcutta. 

4. Professor Mohammad Habib, M.A. (Oxon), Bar-at-Law, Pro- 
fessor of History, Muslim University, Aligarh . 

^5. Dr. Tara Chand, M.A., D.Phil., Secretray to the Government 
of India, Ministry of Education, New Delhi. 

Representing Provincial Governments 

*6. Dr. B. S. Baliga, M.A., Ph.D. (London), Curator, Madras 
Record Office, Chittoor (Madras). 

■'7. Dr. P. M. Joshi, M.A., Ph.D. (London), Director of Archives, 
Government of Bombay, Bombay. 

-8. Mr. Hari Kumar Banerjee, M.A., Offg. Keeper cf the Records 
of the Government of West Bengal, Berhampore. 

^9. Dr. G. L. Chopra, M.A., Ph.D., Bar-at-Law, - Beeper of the 
Records of the Government of East Punjab, Historical Records Office,. 
The Manse, Simla. 
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BepTeseniing Indian States 

*10. Mr. C. V. Joshi, M.A., Bajdaftardar, State Becords Office, 
Baroda. 

*11. iVIr.V.lSrarayanaPillai,M:.A.,B.L,, Professor of History, Uni- 
versity College, Trivandrum. 

*12. Dr, Mohan Sinha Mehta, M.A., LL.B., Ph.D., Bar.at-Law, 
Udaipur. 

*13. Pandit Bisueshwar Hath Beu, Superintendent, Archseologi- 
cal Department, Government of Jodhpur, Jodhpur. 

*14. Sir. J. M. Ghose, M.A., Professor of History and Vice-Principal, 
Maharaja’s College, Jaipur. 

16. Mr. Y. Bhargava, M.Sc., Secretary, Foreign and Political 
Department, Gwalior Government, Gwalior. 

16. Professor S. N. Banerjee, M.A., Director of Archives, Patiala 
Gcvemment, Patiala. 

17. Mr. V. H. Damodaran Hambiyar, B.A., B.L., Superinten- 
dent, Central Becords Office, Cochin Government, Ernakulam. 

*18 Dr. A. G. Pawar, M.A., LL.B., Ph.D., Bar-at-Law, Principal, 
Bajaram College, KoUiapur. 

19. Mr. Amanatulla Ahmed, Member, State Council, Cooch 
Behar. 

20. Sir. Imtiaz Ali Arshi, State Librarian, Bampur State, Bampur. 

*21. Mr. A. H. Nizami, M.A., Professor of History, Darbar College, 
Bewa (Vindya Pradesh). 

22. Dr. Jeypal Singh, M.A., Ph.D., Principal, Baj^ Bishi College, 
Alwar. 

*23. Mr. S. N. Dhar, M.A., Professor of History, Holkar College, 
Indore. 

Associate Members 
JBepresenthig Provincial Governments 

*1. Dr. B. S. Baliga, M.A., Ph.D. 1 (London), Curator, Madras 
Becords Office, Chittoor (Madras). 

*2. Dr. P, M. Joshi, M.A., Ph.D., Director of Archives, Govern- 
mert of Bombay, Bombay. 

*3. Mr. Kumar Banerjee, M.A., Keeper of the Becords of 
the Government of West Bengal, Berhampore. 
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■*4. Shri Parmanand, M.A., Secretary , Board of High School 
and Intermediate Examinations (U.P.), Allahabad. 

*5. Dr. G. L. Chopra, M.A., Ph.D. (London), Bar-at-Law, Keeper 
'of the Records of the Government of East Punjab, Simla. 

*6. Dr. K. K. Datta, M.A., P.R.S., Ph.D., Professor of History, 
Patna College, Patna. 

7. Dr. H. N. Sinha, M.A., Ph.D., Principal, Nagpur Mahavidyalaya, 
Nagpur. 

8. Dr. B. K. Kakati, M.A., Ph.D., Professor of Enghsh, Cotton 
College, Gauhati (Assam). 

*9. Mr. G. S. Das, B.A. (London), Principal, Sambalpur College, 
Sambalpur (Orissa). 

10. Mr. R. S. Kapujc, B.A.Hons. (London), Head of the Department 
of History, Government College, Ajmer. 

Representing Indian States 

*11. Dr. M. R. Majmudar, M.A., Ph.D., Lecturer in Gujarati, 
Baroda College, Baroda. 

*12. Dr. Mohan Sinha Mehta, M.A., LL.B., Ph.D., Bar.-at-Law, 
Udaipur. 

*13. Pandit Bisheshwar Nath Reu, Superintendent , Archeeologi- 
<3al Department, Jodhpur State, Jodhpur. 

*14. Mr. J. M. Ghose, M.A., Professor of History and Vice-Principal, 
Maharaja’s College, Jaipur. 

'‘15. Professor S. N. Banerjee, M.A., Director of Archives, Patiala 
•State, Patiala. 

16. Mh. V. K. R. Menon, M.Sc.(London), Director of Punch' 
ayats. Government of Cochin, Ernakulam. 

*17. Dr. A. G. Pawar, M.A., LL.B., Ph.D., Bar.-at-Law, Principal, 
Rajaram CoUege, Kolhapur, 

18. Mr. AmanatuUah Ahmed, Member, State Council, Cooch 
-Behar. 

19. Mr. Imtiaz Ah Arshi, State [^Librarian, Rampur State, Rampur. 

*20. Mh. A. H. Nizami, M.A., Professor of History, Darbar College, 
Rewa. 

21. Dr. Jeypal Singh, M.A., Ph.D., Principal, Raj Rishi College, 
Alwar. 



22. Mr. A.W. Wakankar, B.A., B.T., Professor of Geography, Anand 
College and EOstory Officer of State, Dhar State, Dhar (O.I.). 

*23. Mr. S. ISr. Dhar, M.A., Professor of Bfstorj'^, Holkar College,. 
Indore. 

Eepresenting Universities. 

24. ]^Ir. V. R. Ramachandra Dikshitar, M.A., Professor of History 
and Archseology, Madras University, Madras, 

25. Mr. R. Sathinatha Aiyar, M.A., Professor of History and. 
Politics, Annamalai University, Annamalainagar. 

*26. Rev. Father H. Heras, S. J., M.A., Professor of History,, 

St. Xavier’s College, Cruickshank Road, Bombay. 

*27. Dr. X. K. Sinha, M.A., Ph.D., Lecturer in History, Calcutta. 
University , {47-A Ekdalia Road, P.O. BaUygrmj), Calcutta, 

*28. Dr. R. P. Tripathi, M.A., D.Sc., Professor of History, AUah-- 
abad University, Allahabad. 

*29. Dr. R. S. Tripathi., M.A. Ph.I)., Head . of the Department of 
History, Central Hindu College, Benares Hindu University, Benares. 

*30. Dr. S. N. Das Gupta, M.A., D.Litt,, Reader in History, Luck-- 
now University, Lucknow, 

31, Professor Mohammad Habib, M.A. (Ox’on), Bar.-at-Law, Pro-- 
fe.ssor of History, Muslim University, Aligarh. 

*32. Mr. J. C. Taluqdar, M.A., Professor of History, St. John’s. 
College, Agra, 

*33. Dr. R. R. Sethi, M.A., Ph.D., Lecturer in History, East Punjab 
University, Y.M.C.A., New Delhi. 

*34. Mr. S. H. Askari, M.A., B.L., Professor of History, Patna. 
College, Patna. 

35. Dr. H. N. Sinha, M.A., Ph.D., Principal, Nagpur Mahavidya- 
laya, Nagpuc, 

*30. Dr. H. L. Gupta, M.A., Ph.D., Head of the Department of" 
Historj^, Saugor University, Saugor (C.P.). 

*37. ]\Ir. K. C. Panigrahi, M,A., Curator, Provincial Museum,. 
Cuttack (Orissa). 

38. Mr. V, Narayana Pillai, M.A., B.L., University College, Tra-- 
vancore University, Trivandrum. 



Representing Learned Institutions 

*39. Dr. Bishesliwar Prasad, M.A., D.Litt., Director, Combined 
.Inter -Services Historical Section, Simla. 

*40. Mr. R. P. Patwardban, M.A. (Oxon.), Bombay Branch of the 
-Dloyal Asiatic Society, 871, Bhandarkar Institute Road, Poona 4. 

*41. Mr. T. S. Sbejwalkar, B.A., Reader in Maratba History, 
JDeccan College Post-Graduate and Research Institute, Poona. 

*42. Mr. G. H. Khare, B.A., Curator, Bharata Itihasa Samsho- 
dhaka Mandala, 313, Shadashiv Peth, Poona. 

43. Elhan Bahadur M. S. Commissariat, I.E.S. (Retd.), K.R. 
.Kama Oriental Institute, Mubarak Manzil, Hughes Road, Bombay 7. 

44. Mr. B. W. Bhat, Honorary Secretary, Raj wade Samshodhan 
Mandal, DhuHa, W.K. 

*45. Professor George M. Moraes, M.A., The Indian Historical 
Research Institute and Konkan Institute of Arts and Science, 
-St. Xavier’s College, Bombay. 

*46. Mr. R. G. Gyani, Gujarat Research Society, Bombay 2, 
'Curator, Archaeology Section, Prince of Wales Museum of Western 
India, Bombay. 

47. Pandit Kshiti Mohan Sen, Shastri, M.A., Visva Bharati, 
'Santiniketan, West Bengal. 

48. Dr. A. P. Das Gupta , M.A., Ph.D., Calcutta Historical Society, 
■Controller of Examinations, Calcutta University, Calcutta. 

49. Mr. Brojendra Nath Banerjee, M.A., Bangiya Sahitya Pari- 
^shad, 243-1, Upper Circular Road, Calcutta. 

*50. Mr. Mohibbul Hasan Kkan, B.A.Hons. (London), Royal 
Asiatic Society of Bengal, 5/C, Sandal Street, Elat No. 4, Calcutta. 

*51. Dr. N. L. Chatterjee, M.A., Ph.D., D.Litt., U.P. Historical 
Society, Reader in Modern Indian History, Lucknow University, 
Lucknow. 

*52. Mr. S. A. Rashid, M.A. ,LL.B., Secretary, Managing Commit- 
tee, Aligarh Historical Research Institute, Aligarh. 

*53. Dr. y. K. Deshpande, M.A., D.Litt., M.R.A.S., Vice-Presi- 
dent, Sharadashram, Yeotmal (Berar). 

54. Pandit |L. P. Pandeya, Mahakoshal Historical Society, 
RUaspur, P.O. Chandrapur, via. Raigarh, B. N. Rly., C.P. 



55. Mr. H. N. JSTene, M.A., B.T., C. P. Research Society, Sita- 
baldi, Nagpur. 

CORBESPOKDING MEMBERS 

Madras 

1. Mr. K. A. Nilakanta Sastri, M.A., Pormerly Professor of Indian 
History and Archeology, Madras "University, “Nilesvar”, Edward 
Elliot’s Road, Mylapore, Madras. 

'•-■2. Mr. S. Gopalan, B.A., B.L., Honorary Secretary', Tanjore 
Maharaja Serfoji’s Saraswati Mahal Library, Tanjore. 

3. Dr. 0. Kunhan Raja, M.A., D.Phil., Honorary Curator, Adyar 
Library Theosophical Society, Adj^^ar, Madras. 

4. Mr. K. R. "S^enkatarama A37yar, B.A., L.Ti, .Special Education 
Officer, Pudukkottai (Madras.) 

Bombay 

6. Dr. B. A. Saletore, M.A., Ph.D. (London), D.Phil. (Giessen), 
Professor of History and Political Economy, Gujarat College, Ahmed- 
abad. ' ^ 

6. Dr. M. A.Chaghtai,M.A.,D.Litt(Paris), 3/4B. J.Road,Poona-I. 

*7. Dr. V. D. Rao, M.A., LL.B., Ph.D., Professor of History,. 
Ramnarain Ruia College, Bombay-19. 

West Bengal 

’*"8. Dr. P. C. Gupta, M.A., Ph.D. (London), Narrator, Combined 
Inter-Services Historical Section, Simla. 

9. Mr. D. N. Banerjee, M.A., Head of the Department of Political 
Science, Calcutta University, 103, Rashbehari Avenue, Ground Floor, 
Calcutta-29. 

’•’10. Mr. M. L. Roy Cho-wdhury, M.A.,B.L., P.R.S., Lecturer 

in History, Calcutta University, Calcutta. • 

’■’11. ilr, S. P. Sen, B.A. Hons.(London), Lecturer in History, 
Calcutta University, 5-A, Motilal Nehru Road, Calcutta. 

12. Dr. I. B. Banerjee, M.A., Ph.D., Head of the Department of 
History, Calcutta University, 12 Deshapriya Park Road, P.O. Kalighat, 
Calcutta. 

13. Dr. A. C. Banerjee, M.A., P.R.S., Ph.D., Lecturer in History, 
Calcutta University, 2, College Square, Calcutta. ' 


14. Dr. A. B. M. Habibullah, M.A., Pb.D., Lecturer in History 5^ 
Post-Graduate Department, Calcutta University, Calcutta. 

United Provinces 

■ 16. Dr. A. Halim, M.A., Pb.D., Lecturer in History, Muslim Univer- 
sity, Aligarh. 

*16. Dr. A. L. Srivastava, M.A., Pb.D., Head of the Department 
of History, Agra College, Agra. 

East Punjab 

*17. Mr. GandaSingb, M.A., Professor of History, Kbalsa College, 
Amritsar. 

Bihar 

18. Dr. K. K. Basil, M.A., Pb.D., Professor of History, T.N.J. 
College, Bbagalpur. 

19. Dr. Subimal Chandra Sarkar, M.A., D. Phil., Formerly Principal 
of Patna College, “Svadbina”, Stewart Road, Patna. 

Delhi 

*20. Dr. Bool Cband , M.A., Pb.D,, (London), Editor, Publication 

Division, Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, Old Secretariat, 
Delhi. 

Indian States 

21. Mr. R. V. Poduval, B.A., Director of Archaeology, Govern- 
ment of Travancore, Trivandrum. 

22. Mr. M. V. Kibe, M.A., Saraswati ISTiketan, Indore. 

*23. Srimati Kamlabai Kibe, Saraswati Niketan, Indore. 

*24. Mr. Sita Ram Kobli, M.A., F.R.Hist.S., Principal, Ranbir 
College, Sangrur (Jind State), Jind. 

25. Col. R. H. Phillimore. 

United Kingdom 

1. Mr. Hilary Jenkinson, C.B.E., F.S.A., Deputy Keeper, Public 
Record Office, Chancery Lane, London, W.C.2. 

2. Sir William Foster, C.I.B., Formerly Superintendent of Records, 
India Office, Mountfield Court, 179, West Heath Ro^d, London, 
N.W.3. 

3. Mr. H. G. Rawlinson, M.A., C.I.E., 32, Queen’s Gate Terrace, 
London, S.W.7. 
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4. Dr. T. G. P. Spear, M.A,, Ph.D. (Cantab.), Selwyn College, 
Cambridge. 

5. Sir Theodore Gregory, D.Sc., Hyde Park Hotel, London, S.W.3. 

6. Mr. El. B. Ramsbotham, M.A., B.Litt., F.R.Hist.S., M.B.E., 
Cromn ell’s House, Woodstock, Oxford. 

United States of America 

1. Dr. Solon J. Buck, Chief of the Division of Manuscripts, Library 

of Congress, Washington, D.C. '' 

2. Mr. A.E. Kimberly, Chief of the Division of Repair, The National 
Archives, Washington, D.C. 

3. Dr. Ernst Posner, Director, School of Social Sciences and 
Public Affairs, American University, Washington 6, D.C. 

France 

1. Mons. Charles Braibant, Directeur des Archives, Les Archives 
Nationales, Paris. 

tcrma 

"’’1, Mr. W. S. Desai, M.A., Professor of History, University of 
Rangoon, Rangoon. 

Nepal 

*1. Professor 1‘olra Raj Pande, Librarian, Nepal Darbar Library, 
Katamandu, Nopal, 

Ceylon 

1. Dr. G. C. Mendis, Ph.D., Lecturer in History, University of 
Ceylon, Colombo. 

*2. Mr. S. A. W. Mottau, Acting Government Archivist, Ceylon, 
Colombo. 

Malaya 

1. Mr. Tan Soo Ghyo, The Archivist of Raffles Library, Sineapore. 

2. Dr. W- Linehan, C. M. G., The Director of Museums, Federation 
Malaya, Kaula Lumpur. 

3. Mr. M. W. E. Tweedie, Honorary Secretar}’-, Ro 3 ^al Asiatic 
society (Malayan Branch) Raffles Museum & Library, Singapore. 
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Australia 

1. Dr. C. E. W. Bean, M.A., B.C.L., Litt.D., Chairman, Common- 
wealth Archives Committee, Canberra. 

2. Lt. Col. J. L. Treloar, O.B.E., Director, Anstralian War Memo- 
Tial and Archival Authority for Service Departments, Canberra. 

3. Mr. H. L. White, M.A., Librarian, Commonwealth National 
Xibrary & Archival Authority for Non-Service Departments, Can- 
berra. 

Portuguese India 

1. Cavaliero Panduranga Pissurelenoar, Member, Lisbon Academy 
■oc Science and Curator, Historical Records of Portuguese India, 
Nova Goa. 



PROCEEDINGS OP THE TWELFTH IIEETING OF THE 
RESEARCH & PUBLICATION COMlVaTTEE HELD 
ON THE 10th JULY, 1948 AT NEW DELHI 

The meeting commenced at 10 a.m, -with Dr. Tara Chand, Educa- 
tional Adviser to the Government of India, in the Chair. A hst of 
members who attended the meeting will be foxmd at the end of the 
proceedings. 

The Chairman gave a brief address of welcome to the members 
of the Committee who had travelled from very distant places. The 
following items on the agenda were taken up. 

1. RecomtiUition of the Local Records Sub-Committee 

Under para. 2 of the constitution of the Indian Historical Records 
Commission as lately amended by the Government of India in their 
Resolution No. F.92-20/47-E.I., dated the 20th November 1947, the 
Local Records Sub-Committee was reconstituted to advise the Director 
of Archives, Government of India, on such matters connected with 
the work of the National Archives of India as may be referred to it. 
It consisted of the following :~ 

1, The Educational Adviser to the Government of India, ex- 
officio Chairman. 

' 2. A nominee of the hlinistry of States, Government of India. 

3. A Corresponding or Associate member of the Commission 

ordinarily residing in Delhi Province selected by the Govern- 
ment of India. 

4. Director of Archives, Government of India, ex-officio Secre- 

tary. 

The Sub-Committee as reconstituted had not started functioning 
as the hlinistry of States had not so far nominated any representa- 
tive to serve on the Sub-Committee and also because there was no Cor- 
responding or Associate member of the Indian Historical Records 
Commission in Delhi whose name could be recommended 
for appomtment. It was however felt desirable that the Sub- 
Committee should resume its activities without any further delay 
and as there was little chance of associating with it any member of the 
Indian Historical Records Commission residing in Delhi, it seemed 
imperative that the constitution of the Local Records Sub-Committee 
should be so modified as to enable it to function without a member 
of the Commission. Another important point to be considered 
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in this connection was that with the termination of the Office of His ^ 
Excellency the Crown Representative, the distinction which 
used to be maintained so long between the ‘Crown’ and the ‘Federal’ re- 
cords had ceased to have any validity. The need for associating a nomi- 
nee of the Ministry of States which is concerned with the late Political 
Department records in the custody of the National Archives of India, 
therefore, no longer existed. As the function of the Sub -Committee 
would be to look after the records of all the Ministries of the Govern- 
ment of India, it would be more useful to associate with this body a 
Ministry which was directly concerned with the administrative proce- 
dure followed in all the agencies of the Government of India. A 
nominee of the Ministry of Home Affairs would therefore meet the 
requirements of the Sub-Committee. As for the non-official member 
the object would be best served if a member of the Central Legisla- 
ture were associated with the Sub-Committee. It was therefore sug- 
gested that the Sub-Committee should be reconstituted comprising of 
the following : — 

(а) Educational Adviser to the Government of India, ex-officio 

Chairman. 

(б) A nominee of the Ministry of Home Affairs (preferably a 

Deputy Secretary of that Ministry). 

(c) A member of the Central Legislature nominated by the 

Government of India. 

(d) Director of Archives, Government of India, ex-officio Sec- 

retary. 

Representation of the Historical Section of the Ministry of Defence 
on the Local Records Snh-Committee proposed by Dr .Bisheshwar 
rasad and forwarded by the Ministry of Defence {to be read 
with item 1) 

“The proposal put forth by the Secretary relating to the formation 
of the Local Records Sub-Committee is that there should be a nominee 
of the Ministry of Home Affairs on that Committee. The Ministry 
of Defence has not only a separate record roorh but it has also control 
over an Inter-Services Historical Section. It is therefore fair that 
there should be a nominee of the Ministry of Defence also on that 
Committee, and the Historical Section should be fully associated 
with it.” 
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The Secretary briefly gave the iiistory of the Local Becords Sub- 
Committee and explained why the substitution of the Ministry of 
■ States bj’- that of Home Afiairs was desirable. As for the sugges- 
tion of the Ministry of Defence he would welcome co-operation from 
all quarters but as only members ordinarily resident at Delhi were 
invited to serve on the Sub -Committee, the Department was not so 
far called ui^on to incur an}’- expenditure for their travelling. If the 
Defence Ministry agreed to pay the travelling expenses of their nominee 
he would whole-heartedly support the proposal. 

Dr. B. C. Ilajumdar suggested that the old practice should not 
be finally given up. Provision should be made for the inclusion of 
Ordinary, Associate or Corresponding members if and when available 
at Delhi. The resolution should therefore be suitably modified. 

MahamaJiopadliyaya Professor D. F. Potdar suggested that a repre- 
sentative of Delhi University should be included in the Sub- 
Committee, 

The Secretary answered that for the time being he was acting as 
the Head of the University Department of History. 

Dr. Molian Sinha Mehta thought that it would be stfll desirable 
to have a nominee of the Ministry of States on the Sub-Committee. 

The Secretary explained that originally the Political Department 
was represented on the Sub-Committee as the Government of India 
had no control over the ‘Crown’ records and they were much in demand 
for research work. Now that the distinction between Crown and other 
records had disappeared the past practice need not be continued. 

Mr. Q. S. Das suggested that the membership should be’ increased 
from 4 to 7 with a representative each from the Ministries of 
Defence and Home Affairs and the University of Delhi, 

The Chahman said that he was not in favour of increasing the 
number of members. As for the necessity of having a representative 
from the hfinistry of States, the object could best be achieved if that 
Ministry was requested to throw open their records to research scholars. 
The addition of a member from the Central Legislature, he felt, 
would not prove very useful. He also doubted whether the IVIinistry 
of Defence which was engaged in writing a history of the last World 
War would be able to give any effective help to the Sub-Committee. 

‘ Ho therefore proposed the constitution of the Sub-Committee with 
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only 4 members as originally proposed, and if it was considered abso- 
lutely necessary anotlier member might be added to the panel. 

The following resolution Was then passed : — 

Resolution I. — This Committee recommends that the Local Records 
Sub-Committee be reconstituted to comprise of the following : 

(1) Educational Adviser to the Government of India, ex-officio 

Chahman; 

(2) A nominee of the Ministry of Home Affairs (preferably a 

Deput}^ Secretary of that Ministry); 

(3) A member co-opted bj?^ the Chairman for one year 

(4) Du’ector of Archives, Government of India, ex-officio Secretary; 

with provision to co-opt a member of the Commission if available at 
Delhi for the enthe period of three years for which the Sub- 
Committee is ordinarily appointed. 

2. Representation of States which have merged themselves into the adjoining 
Provinces or into new Political bodies. 

Under paragraphs 1(A) (iii) and 1(C)(1)(c) of the revised constitu- 
tion of the Indian Historical Records Commission, the Commission 
as weU as its Research & Publication Committee were to include one 
nominee each of such States as acceded to the Dominion of India. It 
logically followed from the above that such States as had since 
the issue of the revised constitution taken steps to merge themselves 
in an adjoming Province or to form part of new political bodies and 
had thus lost their separate identities would automatically cease to 
have any right to be represented either on the Committee or on the 
Commission. On this view the membership of such persons as had 
been nominated by the States affected by the merger should be regarded 
as having termuiated with effect from the date of the change ; 
their rights being inherited by the Unions to which they had 
acceded. In that case it was the Unions which should be invited 
to send representatives to the Commission and the Committee 
according to the provisions laid down in the constitution. 
It was now for the consideration of the Committee if in view of the 
above considerations the relevant paragraphs of the constitution 
should be suitably amended. 

The Chairman suggested that the consideration of this item might 
be postponed for the time being as the future position of the States- 
was still uncertain. 
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3. Preservation of the archives belonging to the States and other units 

affected by the recent political and territorial changes. 

The decision taken by a number of Indian States to merge them- 
selves with tlie adjoining provinces or to form part of new political 
bodies had brought into being a very difficult archival problem which 
the Research & Publication Committee had to face and try to 
solve if it is desired that the archives of the defunct bodies were not 
irretrievably lost to posterity. As there was grave danger of these 
records being divided among several authoi’ities or dispersed, it was 
desirable that the Committee should formulate definite proposals 
in respect of them for the consideration of the Government of India. 

The Secretary while explainmg the proposal said that the archival 
wealth of a state could not be determined by its size. A small state 
might be very rich in this respect. The Patwardlian papers, for ins- 
tance, are not in the custody of the biggest of the group. It was not 
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known what the Rulers were going to do with the historical records 
and what precautionary measures against natural decay they would 
provide for them. 

Dr. B. G. Majimdar proposed that tliis question should be taken 
up with the recommendations already made by the Sub-Committee 
on the conservation of records (item 9). 

On the Chairman’s request the Secretary read out the recommen- 
dations of the Sub-Committee. 

Mahamahopadhyaya Professor D. V. Potdar stated that the Bharata 
Itihasa Samshodhaka Mandala had already started an inquiry about 
the records in the Maratha States and had collected some information 
about them. The inquiry however was still incomplete. 

Dr. P. M. Joshi stated that the Bombay Government were fully 
alive to the importance of this subject and a decision with reference to 
the states in Bombaj’- would be arrived at shortty. 

Dr. Jt. C. Majumdar observed that it was just possible that 
conditions in other States might be different. The recommendation 
of the Sub-Committee certainly did not mean any reflection against 
an}'' Province or State, but it merely suggested that the Central Govern- 
ment should be armed with the necessary power to , intervene in an 
■ emergency , should it be necessary, with a view to preventing avoidable 
loss or damage. 
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Mr. G. S. Das stated that records in the states might be claimed 
by the Rajas and Maharajas as their personal property and they 
might not agree to transfer them to the Central control. 

The GJiainnan observed that the rights of the Rajas and Maharajas 
under the new constitution would be defined by the proper authority. 

The Secretary explained that the problem had its difficulties. The 
legal rights of proprietorsMp could not be summarily dismissed whether 
such rights were vested in the provincial governments or in private 
individuals. But Central supervision had its advantages. How to 
reconcile Central control with provincial or private ownership was a 
problem to be squarely faced. At the Indore session therefore the 
ex-officio President advised the Commission to leave the question of 
adjustment to the Government of India. He thought that it was not 
impossible to arrive at an agreement by the parties concerned. 

Maliamahopadhyaya Professor D. V. Potdar proposed that centra- 
lisation should be on regional basis. 

The Secretary replied that while forwarding the recommendation 
the views of the Committee would be fully explained to the Govern- 
ment of India. 

The following resolution was then adopted : — 

Resolution n. — ^This Committee fully endorses the Resolution 
of the Sub-Committee on the conservation of records under a unified 
central control and recommends to the Government of India that 
suitable action be taken as soon as possible. 

4. Oentralisation of Divisional, District and Sub-Divisional Records. 

The records' created or possessed by the various authorities at 
the headquarters of Divisions, Districts and Sub-Divisions and 
similar administrative divisions in the Provinces and the States had 
not so far received the attention they deserve from expert archivists. 
Not only did these records form a valuable source of information on 
local history but they helped to illumine many obscure chapters of the 
history of the country as a whole. Their value as evidence of history 
was as a -rule hardly understood by their present custodians and, in 
consequence they Had been allowed to remain in neglect for many years. 
Many of the collections were badly arranged and were in an advanced 
state of decay. It was therefore very necessary that steps should be 
taken to provide for their better preservation and upkeep. The 
best way to deal with this problem would perhaps be to concentrate 



■30 


all records of this category in the central repository of the -Provincial 
or State Government as the case may be as soon as they had ceased 
to be required by their owners for administrative purposes. The 
advantages of such policy were too obvious to require elucidation. 
(1) A central repository with a professional staff was in a far better 
position to care for any local records than were many of the unsafe 
record rooms throughout the country, the more so as most local officials 
had no official training for their work and the pressure of current 
business was too great to enable them to pay any attention to the re- 
cords. (2) A centralised depository facilitated research and the advance- 
ment of Imowledge, as its library and reference collection and the 
technical knowledge of its staff could be of considerable assistance to 
those worldng with the records. Even the local .historian was served 
better in a central repository than in the district or sub -divisional 
offices, because it enabled him to refer to similar or related groups of 
records of value to him. 

The Secretary stated that the question of District records had 
been considered in 1919 at the first meeting of the Indian Historical 
Records Commission but nothing had been done anywhere 
except in Madras. He had personal Imowledge of some of the District 
records offices in Bengal and the conditions there were far from satis- 
factory, It was likely that other provinces were not more careful 
about their District records. Most of the Provinces had no organised 
records office as yet. The least that could be done was to bring the 
non-current District records under the direct supervision of the Pro- 
vincial Government. 

Dr. BisJieslncar Prasad suggested that aU resolirtions passed by 
the Indian Historical Records Commission since its first meeting 
regarding the District records should be communicated to the Provincial 
Government. 

Dr. B. S. Baliga stated that Madras Government was thinking of 
opening regional records offices for a group of Districts where 
all District records up to 1932 would be concentrated. 

Mahamahoj.adhyaya Professor D. V. Potdar suggested that what- 
ever progress might be made by the Provinces in this respect, a report 
should be sent to the Commission aimually. 

The following Resolution was then passed ; — 

Resolution m. — This Committee recommends that all the non- 
ciurent District, Divisional and Sub-Divisional records should be 
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centralised at the j)i’ovincial headquarters under a unified control 
directly under the provincial Governments for better preservation 
and Ifistorical research. It is further recommended that an annual 
report on the progress acliieved in tliis respect, may be submitted 
to the Indian Historical Records Commission for information. 

5. Partitioning of Assam Government Records 

A letter from the Registrar, Assam Civil Secretariat informed that 
steps had been taken by the pro\'incial Government to partition 
their records, with the Eastern Pakistan and tliat some of the 
separated records had already been despatched to the Government 
of Eastern Pakistan. The Research & Publication Committee 
at its Jaipur meeting held in February 1948 had strongly 
opposed the principle of partitioning archival collections and had 
recommended that steps should be taken to maintain the integrity 
of the series of records at all cost (Resolution VIII). Regarding 
the question of partition of Bengal Government records in parti- 
cular, the Committee had recommended (Resolution IX) that the 
Government of West Bengal should consult the local Regional Survey 
Committee before arriving at any decision regarding division of their 
records with Eastern Pakistan. As the same Regional Survey Commit! ee 
also functioned for the province of Assam, it would be desirable 
to give the same directive to the Assam Government also in respect of 
partitioning of their records. 

Dr. R. C. Majumdar explained that the records in Bengal were 
dmdecl on 50 : 50 basis which was ridiculous. As the Convener of 
the Bengal Regional Survey Committee, he had addressed several letters 
to the Bengal Partition Comicil and personally to Mr. X. R. Sarkar 
tut no replj^ had been received. 

Mr. H. K. Banerjee stated tliat the present Government of W. 
Bengal was reconsidering the previous decision in the light of the 
suggestions made by the Director of Archives, Government of India. 

The foUowing-Resolution was then passed unanimously : — 

Resolution IV. — Resolved that the provincial Governments be 
requested to follow the international practice in the appropriation 
by or allotment of records to seceding territories. 

6. Proposals by Dr. Y. K. Deshpande regarding . provision of 
travelling allowance to members of the Regional Survey Committees 
conducting survey work. 



It was proposed that a member of the Regional Survey Committee 
should be allowed actual expenses, whenever he went out in the 
province for work connected with the search of historical documents 
m private custody or among public records. 

Explanatory Note . — ^IVhenever a member left his headquarters 
and went out for the purpose of work connected wuth the search of 
his torical documents, he was required to spend some amoxmt on travel- 
ling bj^ road or rail. It was justifiable to charge such amounts to the 
item of search of documents. For the present it would not be advisable 
to have a fixed scale for travelling afiowance. In order to have a 
common practice in all the Committees in the country it would be 
useful to have a resolution of tliis Committee for the guidance of the 
Survej’- Committees. 

Secretary's Note . — According to the existing terms of the Govern- 
ment grant to the Regional Survej'^ Committees there was no specific 
provision for travelling allowance to the members, but the ‘contingent 
expenses’ had been made flexible enough to cover aU unavoidable 
expenses incurred in search of manuscripts. Besides the question was 
to be dealt with comprehensively by the Sub-Committee appointed in 
accordance with Resolution IV of the 1 1th Meeting of the Research and 
Publication Committee which was to prepare a five-year plan of 
work for the Regional Survey Committees. 

After some discussion the prdposarwas dropped. 

7. Facilities to be accorded by the Provincial Governments and States 
to the members of the Regional Survey Committees in their survey work 
and to prevent destruction of records. 

It was proposed that the provincial Governments or States should 
be requested to direct the Commis.sioners, Deputy Comitnissioners 
(Collectors) and other ofScers concerned in their provinces to give facili- 
ties to the nominees of the Regional Survey Committees when they 
visited the record rooms in their offices for the pimpose of search and 
inspection of historical documents. It was further proposed that 
the provincial Governments and the States should direct their officers 
concerned not to eliminate records or to destroy documents 
not considered worth preserving, before they had been inspected 
by the representatives of the Survey Committees. 

Explanatory Note . — ^In the district records or in the Commissio- 
ner ’s records the work of elimination went on at regular intervals and 
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icertain documents which were not considered worthy of preservation 
■for administrative purpose had been found to possess historical value. 
It would be a great loss to the cause of history if such documents were 
destroyed without any discrimination. The members of the Regional Sur- 
vey Committee carried on the work of search of historical documents 
and of their preservation. If the directions as stated in the resolution 
had been issued to the officers concerned, much historical material 
which would otherwise be lost, would have b;en saved. 

•'Secretary s Note . — Resolution VII of the Travancore meeting (1942) 
of the Research and Publication Committee recommended that the 
provincial Governments and States be requested to afford all faci- 
lities to the Regional Survey Committees conducting survey works. 
The same resolution jalso urged the Survey Committees to explore the 
ways and means for the prevention of unwarranted destruction of 
historical papers in addition, to their usual survey works. Resolution 
V of the Aligarh meeting (194g) while recommending the creation of 
“Od hoc Committees in the provinces reiterated the request for the same 
facilities from the provincial and State Governments. Most of the pro- 
vincial Governments and a number of States had agreed to afford the 
facilities asked for. The Indian Historical Records Commission at its 
Travancore Session (1942) also urged the Government of India to 
■amend Act III of 1879 re: prevention of destruction of useless records. 
The Government of India though they thought that the time was 
inopportune for any fresh legislation, had made a general appeal to the 
provincial and State Governments requesting them to get their records 
■examined by competent experts e.g. their nominees on the Indian 
Historical Records Commission, before the records were destroyed 
■(please see conspectus, p. 110, part III, IHRC Procs. Vol. XX 
^nd pp. 126-27, pt. Ill, Vol. XXI). The question of a comprehensive 
legislation on the subject had been taken up by the Government of 
India. 

As this question had been covered by previous resolutions, it was 
decided to drop the proposal. 

8. To consider the report of the Sub-Committee appointed in accordance 
with Resolution IV- of the 11th Meeting of the Research and Publication 
Committee regarding the five year plan of work of the Regional 
Survey Committees in the provinces. 

The Secretary read out the Resolution passed by the Sub -Committee 
appointed by the Government of India, and explained the urgency 
*nd importance of the preparation of a National Register. 
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Dt\ Mohan Sinha Mehta was of opinion that the States should; 
not be excluded from the present scheme. 

Mr. G. V.Joshi stated that Survey Committees had not been appoint- 
ed by many States. TJie Baroda Committee received a paltry sum of 
Rs. 1,000 per annum. This was insufficient in view of the task ahead 
and the States should have a share in the proposed subvention froni 
the Central Government. 

After some discussion the following Resolution was passed : — 

Resolution V. — Tiiis Committee approves of the recommendation 
made by the Sub-Committee appointed bj'' the Government of India 
to formulate a five-year plan of work for survey of historical documents 
in the country and urges upon the Government of India to give effect 
to tills recommendation as soon as possible. 

9. To receive the report of the Sub-Committee appointed in accordance 
with Resolution IV of the 23rd Session of the Indian Historical Records 
Commission regarding Centralisation of Records. 

(Considered along with item No. 3.). 

10. Representation of the Historical Section on the Indian Historical- 
Records Commission. 

Resolution VI. — This Committee recommends that the Historical 
Section of the Defence Ministiy may be represented on the Indian 
Historical Records Commission. 

11. Resolutions by the Government of United Provinces regarding- 

(?) Search for historical materials for compilation of a popular history 

of India. 

Resolved that a nation wide search for historical materials including 
documents, traditions, sayings, folksongs, ballads, etc., be organised 
with a view to bringing together the materials for a new histoiy of 1 he 
Indian people. 

(??■) Search for historical documents in the States and to compile 
calendars thereof. 

Resolved that special measures be taken to obtain information 
about historical documents in the territories of Indian Princes and 
calendars of these be compiled and published. ^ 

[Hi) Publication of lists of research works under the auspices of the 
Indian Historical Records Commission. 
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Resolved that lists of hooks, theses and learned articles based upon 
■original records should he compiled annually (or hiannually) and 
•published under the auspices of the Indian Historical Records Com- 
.missiou . 

Mr. S. Parmanand explained the purpose of the resolution tabled 
by the United Provinces Government. 

Dr. R. O. Majumdar pointed out that it was not the business of 
the Indian Historical Records Commission or the Research & Publica- 
tion Committee to collect folk songs, ballads and legends of the country. 
There were other organisations for that purpose. 

The Secretary pointed out that preparation and publication of a 
■list of research theses was the responsibility of the Inter -University 
Board. 

Mr. 8. Parmanand rephed that the United Provinces Government 
■was considering the estabhshment of a Central Record Office and they 
wanted advice of this Committee on the resolution sponsored by 
them. 

The Chairman informed the members that the Committee had 
-already 'prepared plans for regional. survey work and as stated by 
Dr. Majumdar, Central Government grant had been made available to 
United Provinces. The Indian Historical Records Commission or the 
Research and Publication Committee were not the proper organisa- 
tions to deal with other items of work contemplated bj^ the United 
Provinces Government. 

The resolution was dropped. 

IS. Any other subject which may be brought be.tore the meeting. 

Dr. B. B. Sethi proioosed that all the resolutions so far jiassed bj^ the 
■Commission should be collected together, published and made available 
to the members in a handy form so that they might ascertain what 
-action the Provineial Governments, etc. had taken on them. 

Mahamahopadhyaya Professor D. V. Potdar suggested that a 
booldet embod 3 ang the information sought by Dr. Sethi might be 
published during the Jiibilee. Session of the Indian Historical Records 
Commission.- 

The Secretary agreed to the suggestion. 

Mahamahopadhyaya Professor D. V. Potdar proposed a vote of 
'thanks touthe Chair. It was seconded by Dr. R. P. Tripathi and un- 
-animously carried. . 
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LIST OF MEMBEEIS WHO ATTENDED THE MEETING 

Dr. Tara Cliand, M. A., D. Phil. (Chairman) ; Professor 
C. S. Srinivasachari, M.A. ; Dr. R. C. Majnmdar, M. A., Ph. D. ; 
■professor D. V. Potdar, B. A. ; Professor Mohammad Habib, M. A. 
(Oxon.), Bar.-at-Law. ; Dr. B. S. Baliga, M. A., Ph. D. ; Air. H. K. 
Banerjee, AI. A. ; Dr. G. L. Chopra, AI. A., Ph. D., Bar.-at-Law. ; 
Dr. P. AI. Joshi, AI. A., Ph. D. ; Air. C. AL Joshi, AI. A.; Dr. AI. R. 
Alajnmdar, AI. A., Ph. D. ; Air. J. AI. Ghosh, AI. A. ; Air. S. N. 
Banerjee, AI. A. ; Dr. B. R.' Sethi, M. A., Ph. D.; Dr. Jeypal 
Singh, AI. A., Ph. D, ; AH. Ghana Shyam Das, B..A. (London); 
Air. Y. Bhargava, AI. Sc.; Dr. K. K. Datta, M. A., Ph. D. ; Air. J. 0. 
Taluqdar, AI. A. ; Air. Kshiti Alohan Sen, M. A., (Sastri. ; AH. P. K. 
Aliikherjee, AI. A. ; Air. K. C. Panigrahi, M. A.; Dr. Bisheshwar 
Prasad, AI. A., D. Lift. ; Dr. R. P. Tripathi, D. Sc. ; Air. Parmanand, 
M. A. ; Dr. Alohan Sinha Mehta, M. A., Ph. D., Bar,.at-Law,. Air. A. 
H. Nizami, ,AI- A. ; Air. V. Pillay, AI. A. B. L. ; Dr. S. N. Sen 
(Secretarj^). 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE THIRTEENTH MEETING OF THE 
RESEARCH & PUBLICATION COMMITTEE HELD 
ON 24th DECEMBER 1948 AT DELHI 

The thirteenth meeting of the Research & Publication Committee 
, of the Indian Historical Records Commission was held at 9-30 a.m. 
on Frida 3 ’^j December 24, 1948 at the Delhi University Convocation 
Hall. Dr. Tarachand, M. A., D. Phil., Educational Adviser to the 
Government of India and ex-officio Chairman of the Committee presided. 
A list of members who were present is appended with the proceedings 
of the Public Meeting. 

1. Review of action taken on the resolutions of the eleventh and some 
previous meetings of the Research cO Publication Committee. 

(Please see conspectus). 

The conspectus of action taken on the resolutions of the eleventh 
and earlier meetings of the Research & Publication Committee which 
had been circulated among the members in advance, was taken up 
for review.' In reply to Dr. N. K. Sinha referring to Resolution' III 
of ' the Ninth meeting of the Research & Publication Committee at 
Indore, Mr.H. K. Banerjee informed the Committee that the Govern- 
ment of West Bengal had been able to give no further consideration to 
the matter. There were no further comments. 

2. Review of progress made in the Five-year P%Micaiion 
Programme. 

The Secretary gave the following information : 

A. Indian Records Series 

Scheme I. — It was reported at the Jaipur session that all the 21 
Honorary Editors had been appointed and the typescripts (23, 533 
pages) had been supplied to them. Since then volumes I, II, IV, V and VI 
had been completed by the Editors and Volume V had been sent to the 
press. It was hoped that this volume would be published during the pre- 
sent financial year. Other volumes would be sent for printing as soon 
as facilities were available. All the five Editors had been paid an 
honorarium of Rs. 1,250 each. A reminder had been issued to 13 other 
Editors to whom manuscripts had been supplied earlier. Only four 
replies had been received intimating the approximate time when the 
. volumes wei’e expected to be ready. 
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B. Indian JRecords Senes 

Scheme //.—After a prolonged negotiation a private printing 
press had at last been found for printing the volume of Thevenot and 
Cared- s Indian Travels. The printing Avas maldng satisfactory progress. 

0. Records in Oriental Languages 

Scheme III {A ). — ^The volume on Sanskrit documents was still in 
the press and no progress had been made in spite of best efforts. 

Sardar Ganda Singh reported tiiat lie had already sent the Punjab 
Ahhbars to the press and expected to lAiing out the volume at an early 
date if nothing unexpected intervened. Tim editing of the Tamil re- 
cords was progressing to the satisfaction of Dewan Bahadur C. S. 
SriniA’asachari. The Allahabad Universit}'- hopes to publish the first 
volume of Hindi records in another twelve months and according to 
the expectations of the Kotah Durbar the succeeding volume would he 
published six months later. 

Selections from English Records 

Scheme III {B ). — Dewan Bahadur C. S. Srinivasachari had 
completed his editorial work with respect to the Orme Manuscripts. 

In addition to the printed information, the Secretary 
stated that the complete text of the Indian Travels of Thevenot and 
Careri was m print, as were also the Introduction and Notes. 
The file copy was placed on the' table. It was expected that the 
finished Avork would come out in about a month’s time. Also placed 
on the table Avas the file copy of Volume VIII of the Calendar of Persian 
Correspondence. The printing of Volume V of the East India House — 
Fort William Correspondence and the volume of Sanskrit document.s, 
the Secretary added, AA^a's near completion. 

.3. Resolution by Dr. B. S. Baliga {fonvarded By the Madras 
Government). 

“This Commission requests scholars, archiA'ists and others engaged 
in research among archiA^es to bring to the notice of the Secretary, 
Indian Historical Becords Commission, interesting, and neAv subjects 
AA'hich they come across in the course of their researches and upon 
Avhich thej'" find sufficient materials .among the archWes, in order 
that a hst of .such subjects may be published in the Annual Pro- 
ceedings ^ .olumes of the Indian Histoi'ical Becords Commission for 

helping research students in the selection of suitable subjects for their 
theses.” 
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Explanatory Note . — One of the difficulties generally felt by 
the research students was that of selection of proper subjects for their 
tlieses. In order to afford them a wader choice in the selection of 
sucli subjects it was desirable that archivists and scholars, who had 
occfision to consult the archives and therefore to know generally 
their contents, should report the subjects which they came across, 
and upon wfiiich the}^ found sufficient information to the Secretary, 
Indian Historical Records Commission, so that thej^ couffi. be published 
in the Annual Proceedings Volume of the Indian Historical Records 
•Commission, This would not onR provide a wider choice and a 
better selection for theses, but would also infuse courage and enthu- 
siasm among research students. Some of these students selected 
subjects only to discard them or change them after a time, finding 
little material on them in the archives. They were naturally dis- 
couraged and disappointed. Some, on the other hand, selected subjects 
of so general a nature, like Local Self Government, that they found it 
difficult, in fact imjDOSsible to do justice to them within the time at 
their disposal on account of the abundance of material relating to 
their subjects available in the archives. They also got a little dis- 
ajjpointed. It would thus seem that research on various new and 
interesting subjects could best be encouraged by the method suggested 
above. 

The following resolution was adopted nem con : 

Resolution I. — This Committee requests scholars, archivists and 
others engaged in research among archives to bring to the notice 
of the Secretary, Indian Historical Records Commission, interesting 
and new'' subjects ■which they come across in the course of theii re 
searches and upon which they find sufficient materials among the 
archives, in order that a list of such subjects may be published in the 
Annual Proceedings Volumes of the Indian Historical Records Com- 
mission for helping research students in the selection of suitable 
subjects for their theses. 

4. Resolution by Dr. K. K- Datta on the publication of documents, 
manuscripts etc., unearthed by the Regional Recoids Rutvey Com 
mittees 

The following resolution was adopted : 

Resolution II.— That early and suitable steps he taken by 
the Indian Historical Records Commission for publication of origmal ^ 
texts or translations of comparatively important historical manuscripts 
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and documents discovered by the respective Regional Records Survey- 
Committees. 

5. Resohition by Dr. H. L. Gupta {forwarded by the Savgor 
University), 

(?) Accommodation for Research Scholars. 

“This Committee recommends to the Government of India that, 
consistent -vWth their policy of providing adequate facilities and en- 
couragement to the Research Scholars to pursue researches on the 
History of Modern India based on the original manuscripts preserved 
in the National Archives, minimum accommodation for a dozen bona- 
fide researchers to stay in New Dellii, prefex’ably near the National 
Archives, be made.” 

The Chairman ruled that the resolution was outside the scope of 
the Committee, and the matter could be taken up independently by 
the Department or the Ministry. 

[ii) Procurement of the Dutch, Portuguese and French Records 
having a bearing on India. 

“That for enabling the Indian research scholars to write a com- 
plete and more authentic account of the political, social and economic 
condition of India in the 16th, 17th and 18th centuries, and 
particularly the history of Indian trade, commerce and-shippmg, the 
Government of India be requested to arrange with the Governments 
of Holland, Portugal and France for obtaining microfilm copies of all 
such records in their possession as may have any bearing on India.” 

Secretary’s Note . — The post-war development scheme re- 
commended by the Indian Historical Records Corhmission and 
accepted in princqxle by the Government included a comjjfehensive pro- ■ 
gramme for obtaining microfilm copies from abror.d. 

The following resolution was adopted : — 

Resolution HC. — This Committee reiterates that for eirabling 
the Indian research scholars to write a complete and more authentic 
account of the political, social and economic condition of India in 
the 16th, 17th and 18th centuries, and particularly the history of 
Indian trade, commerce and shipping, the Government of India be 
requested to arrange with the Governments of Holland, Portugal 
and France for obtaining microfilm copies of all such records in their 
possession as may have any bearing on India. 
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Annual Report^^ 

All tlie previous Reports from the Regional Records Survey 
Committees in the provinces and States had been published in the ■ 
Indian Historical Records Commission Proceedings Volume XXTV, 
During the jmar under revieAv fresh reports hrd been received from 
the Committees in Bihar, C. P. & Berar, Bengal and Assam, Madras, 
Jodhpur and Pudukhottai. These were laid on the table. 

The Secretary in replji- to DeAA^an Bahadur C. S. Srinivasachari ■ 
said tliat all the reports on the table would be iJublished. 

7. Proposal for compilation of a Medical History of India. 

Dr. D.V. Subba Redd^'-, Professor of Physiology, Madras Medical 
College, had addressed a letter to the Secretary urging upon the Indian 
Historical Records Commission the necessity for collecting and saHag- 
ing original materials for a history cf the medical science in India. The ■ 
letter will be found in Appendix B. Dr. Reddy was not a member of , 
the Commission and therefore could not participate in its deliberations. 

Dr. R. 0. Majumdar drcAv attention to one important aspect off 
this letter fr.om Dr. Redd 3 % namelj'^, the suggestion that when the 
Commission collected records, any record which had a bearing on _ 
medPal history should be segregated and sent to him. This AV'as 
not practicable because there might be reco' ds containing med'cal and’ 
other matters as well. In rr^pset of records containing purely 
medical matters help could be given. But it should be made clear 
that it was not a prac'icablo proposition that records., having a 
bearing on medical subjects should be segregated and sent to a separate 
institute. He did not think that all the records Avhich had a bearing 
on medicine should be sent to anoti.cr institute. 

It Avas decided to send the releA ant extracts from, the pi oeeedinga. 
to Dr. Subba Reddy. 

8. Any other item that may be brought before the Committee. 

As there were no further items for discussion, the meeting con?- 
eluded with a vote of thanks to the Chair. 
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CONSPECTUS OF ACTION TAKEN 

RbSEAECH and PlTBEIOATrON COMMITTEE 

Fifth meeting, Uda^mr, December 1944 

Resolution X . — This Comniittoe recommends that the Secretary 
'slioxdd he atitiiorised (i) to give necessary publicity to tlie answers 
•already received, (n) to work as the agent of the Commission in a 
general -way an,d to persuade the Provinces and States to take sncli 
■steps as may improve' the prevailing archives arrangeiuent if it is not 
-quite ui^-to-date and {iii) to report to tlie Commission such fresh' 
action as the Provinces and States may take from time to time. 

1. The Government of East Punjab inform that thex' welcome the 
resohition of tlie Research & Publication Committee. 

2. The Government of West Bengal state that they have no objec- 
tion to the resolution, provided'that the Secretary of the Commission 
acts only in advisory capacity in his relation to the province and that 
the proAuncial Government have not to incur an 5 '^ expenditure with 

^regard to his tour to the province. 

Remarks . — For replies of other pi'ovinces and States and of the late 
Punjab Government please see Conspectus, IHRC Procs. Vol, XXIV. 

Eighth meeting, New Delhi, March 1946. 

Resolution VI . — Resolved that the Government of India be re- 
' quested to ask the provincial Governments and Indian States to set 
up permanent Regional Survej'- Committees in view of the altered 
position consequent on the cessation of hostilitie.s. 

The Government of India have issued a reminder to all tlio pro- 
vincial Governments, excepting the United Provinces and Central Pro- 
vince, and also Indian Stato.s on the subject. The roplie.s are awaited. 

Ninth meeting, Indore, December 1946. 

ReaoZa/.ioa /.—-This Committee approves the action taken on the 
resolutions passed by the Research & Publication Committee' at its 

seventh and eighth meetings held at Pcshaw<vr and New Delhi 
-respectively. 

No action. 

Resolution II (a ). — This Committee recommends that the following 
gentlemen be appointed to edit the last 3 volumes under Scheme I of 
t le e-Yoat Piiblicatioji. Programiuo — 

d. Brigadier H. Bullock. O.B.E., Simla. 
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. 2. Prino'pal Sita Ram KoHi, M.A., P.R. Hist. S., Jind State. 

3. Dr. Yusuf Husain Khan, D.Litt. (Paris), Hyderabad-Dn. 

Besolution II {b). — The Committee further recommends that the- 
followmg gentlemen be apioointed to edit the volumes returned by twn* 
editors j)reviously apj)ointed : — 

1. Dr. S. H. Das Gupta, M.A., D.Litt., Lucknow. 

2. Dr. Indu Bhusan Banerjee, M.A., Ph.D., Calcutta. 

The Government of India have appointed all the gentlemen re- 
commended by the Research & Publication Committee as Honorary 
Editors under Scheme I of the Eive-Year Publication Programme of' 
the National Archives of India, excepting Dr. Yusuf Husain Khan, 
in whose place Dr. A. C. Banerjee, M. A., Ph. D., of the Calcutta 
University has been appointed. Materials for editing have been 
made over to all the editors. 

Resolution III. — This Committee recommends that the records 
of the Government of India and the provincial Governments prior ta* 
1901 be thrown open to bovajide research students and that the 
Governments conoerned maj'- be moved to transfer all records inoluding- 
Crown records up to 1901 to the custody of the records offices under 
them. 

The Government of India have forwarded the resolution together 
with Resolution XTTT of the eleventh meeting of the Research & 
Publication Committee to all the Provincial Go\ einments and States 
for neces-^arv action. 

A.s for the Central Government records the Cloveinment of India 
have accepted tJio recommendation subject to the condition that for 
the “ confidential records ” of the Ministry of States excerpt.s fr^im 
them will have to be submitted to that Ministri'- for scrutin}'- before 
these are released to the scholars. (Please see conspectus, eleventh 
meeting. Research & Publication Committee). 

Government of West Bengal inform that the question is under their 
active consideration. 

Resolution IV . — Resolved that the Government of India be now 
pleased to undertake suitable legislation for preventing unwarranted 
destruction and export of historical documents and manuscripts from 
India, as recommended in the post-war reconstruction scheme- 
approved by the Indian Historical Records Commission at its Udaipur- 
Session. 
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Tlie question of legislation was again considered by the Indian 
Historical Records Commission at its 24th Session held at Jaipur in 
February 1948. The resolution (IX) passed by the Commission in 
iihis connection was forwarded to the Government of India for their 
consideration along with the original resolution of the Research & 
Publication Committee. The question is under the active consideration 
■of the Government of India (Please see Conspectus, IHRC, 24th 
• Session). 

Resolution F. — This Committee recommends that all future publi- 
cations of the Government of India be printed in sufficient number 
(at least .500} sc as to meet possible demands for a period of 20 to 30 
years. 

The decision of the Government of India is awaited. 

Resolution VI . — This Committee recommends that the provincial 
•Oovernments should be requested to publish the list of members of 
the provincial and ad hoc Regional Survey Committees in the pro- 
'Tincial Gazette for public information. 

Forwarded to all the provincial Governments concerned. 

The Government of Bombay have agreed to publish the names 
of the members of the ad hoc Regional Survey Committee in the 
Provincial Gazette. - , 

■ Mahamahopadhyaya D, V. Potdar, Convener of the Bombay 
■ Committee, was informed. 

Resohiixon VII. — {a) This Committee appreciates the services of the 
'Collector of Tanjore, IMr. T. S. Ramachandran,.Mr. K. R. Srinivasan 
nnd the Honorary Secretary, Tanjore Saraswati Mahal Library in 
rescuing the Tanjore records from destruction and conveys its thanks 
-So those gentlemen. 

(6) The Committee also recommends that these records should 
be moved to the custody of the Tanjore Saraswati Mahal 
Library, 

(c) The Committee further recommends that an adequate grant 
be made for indexing and cataloguing these records and 
that the Madras Government consider the matter 
sj^mpathetically. 

The Government of India have forwarded the resolution do the 
‘■Government of fifadras for necessary action. 
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Tor fclie action taken ky the Government of India in this connection 
•please see Appendix P, IHRG Procs. Vol. XXIII. 

Tenth Meeting, New Delhi, March 1947. 

Besohition /.—This Committee deeply mourns the death of Khan 
Bahadur A. F. M. Abdul Ali and authorises the Secretary to convey 
to the relatives a inessage of sj^mpathy and condolence on behalf of 
the Commission. 

The resolution of condolence was forwarded to the bereaved family. 

Resolution II . — This Committee recommends that (1) the Govern- 
ment of India may kindly issue directives to all the existing Depart- 
ments (Secretariat, Attached and Subordinate) under them to — 

{a) submit to the Director of Archives Avithin one year a report 
on the history of their growth and present organisa- 
tion ; 

(Z>) keep the Imperial Record Department informed of all sub- 
sequent changes as and when introduced ; 

(c) submit to the Director of Archives a list of all defunct de- 
partments Avhose functions they may have inherited at 
one time or another. 

(2) that His Excellency the Crown Representative be also re- 
quested to issue similar directives to the Agencies under his control. 

The resolution was forwarded by the Government of India to all 
•the Ministries. 

Information has been received from the following Ministries and 
Offices; 

Central Rice Research Institute, Cuttack; Deep Sea Fishing 
Station, Bojuba^^; Chief Research Officer, Central Inland Fisheries, 
■Calcutta; Central College of Agriculture, Delhi; Central Tractor 
Organisation, New Pusa; and Directorate of Marketing & Inspection 
(All under Ministry of Agriculture). 

Resolution III . — ^This Committee recommends that the question- 
naire framed at the instance of the Local Records Sub-Committee 
(Twelfth Meeting) be circulated to all Government of India Depart- 
ments and His Excellency the Crown Representative except question 
Nos. 22 and 23 with a request to furnish the Director of Archives with 
the information asked for within six months from the date of receipt. 

The resolution was forwarded to all the Ministries of the Govern- 
ment of India. 



Replies from the following Ministries and/or Offices hare boon, 
received ; 

Muristry Withont Portfolio (no old records); Ministr 3 '- of External 
Affairs & Commonwealth Relations; Central Marine Fisheries Research 
Station, Madras; Central Potato Research Institute, New Delhi. 


Resolution. IV. — This Committee views with grave concern the 
extremely un^atisfaotoiy state in which the bulk of the records and 
historical manuscripts in India are lying, and the risks of destruction 
and dispersal to which they are exposed due mainly to the ignorance 
on the part of the public of their value as evidences for history and 
is firmly convinced that the major portion of these invaluable treasures 
will be lost to the nation unless adequate steps are immediately’- taken 
for their preservation The Committee believes that many of these 
risks can be eliminated by (1) the enactment of a comprehensive 
public records legislation for the preservatio.u of all records of national 
value ; (2) by the establishment of properly’- organised and staffed re- 
positories all over the country to house records which still require a 
suitable shelter, and education of then’ present custodians and o^vners 
in tlxe principles of archives keeping ; (3) making provision for technical 
servdces (such as repair, photographing, indexing, cataloguing, etc.) 
in such repositories as may'- be unable to organise these services for 
themselves ; (4) organisation of research facilities at these rojDOsitories 
for approved students ; and (5) e.3tablishment of a s vstem of control 
on the administration of these records by’- a suitable central organisa- 
tion. The Committee further believes tliat as a preliminary stop to 
the above it will bo necessary to co.mpile a register containing 
complete mfonnation I’ogarding all records in India 'whether in public, 
semi-public, jerivate or mstitutional custody’^. It therefore makes the 
following roeommendations ; — 

(i) That the Seevetavy, Research & Publication Committee, bo 
entrusted with the compilation of such a register to be called tho 
National Register of records and historical manuscripts, with the help 
of the Regional Survey Committee in the provinces and the States r 


(ii) that the latter bodies be instructed tc concentrate on the -^vork 
of the compilation of the materials for the register to the exclusion of 
all other items of work they may- have taken up or intend to take up 
in tlio near future ; 


{Hi) that information collected be entered in the proforma approvei 
by this Committee (annexed herein)— a separate form being used fo 
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eacli collection, series, group or ‘fonds’ of recoi’ds or historical manus- 
cripts surveyed, that the completed form be forwarded to the Secre- 
tary, Besearch & Publication Committee for consolidation with similar- 
forms received from elsev/here copies being retained by the Begional 
Committee in the form of a register for reference purpose, with up- 
to-date indexes, duplicates of which should be furnished to the Secre- 
tary of the Committee, and that the Begisters whether at the centre 
or in the provinces be made available to accredited scholars ; 

(iv) that the Provincial Governments and the States, and through 
thern the authorities of the Divisions, Districts, Sub-Divisions, Circles 
and other administrative units, High Courts and other Courts,. 
Corporations, Municipalities, District and Local Boards, Trusts,. 
Council and similar organisations set up by the Provincial or State 
Governments or under their auspices, learned societies, Universities, 
educational institutions, religious establishments, libraries, museums 
and all public and semi-public institutions situated within the terri- 
torial limits of the Provinces^nd the States, be asked to co-operate fully 
with the Regional Committees in compiling the register by extending 
to them financial help, and according them unrestricted facilities for 
inspection of the records under their control ; 

{Vj the Regional Survey Committees be further asked to exclude 
from their immediate programme the contents of the organised 
records offices and concentrate on such records in semF-public, institu- 
tional and private custody and such public records a.s are yet to be 
organised ; 

{vi) that the provincial Governments and the States having 
organised record offices of their own be asked to furnish the requisite 
information in respect of their collections direct to the Secretary,. 
Resarch and Publication Committee, in the approved form copies 
being sent to the Regional Survey Committees functioning in the 
Provinces or the States as the case may be*' 

{vii) that the Government of India afford such financial and other 
facilities to the Secretary, Research and Publication Committee (in 
printing instruction sheets, relevant proformas, and any other matter) 
that may be considered to be necessary in connection with the com- 
j)ilation of the Register ; 

{viii) that to accord this scheme the widest possible publicity the 
resolution be published in the Gazette of India, that the Press Informa- 
tion Bureau be asked to issue a press note on the subject for publica- 



48 

tiou in leading newspapers and periodicals and that All-India Radio be 
asked to arrange for a series of educational talks explaining the impli- 
cations of the project. The Committee hereby authorises its Secretary 
to issue directives and to ask for annual reports of the work done in 
this connection. 

The Government of India have forwarded the resolution to all the 
Provincial Governments, Local Administrations and States for 
necessary action. ^ 

With regard to sub-paragraph (vii) of the resolution at the instance 
of the Government of India, the Secretary, Indian Historical Records 
Commission, has submitted financial implications of the proposal with 
full details. 

As for sub-paragraph (viii) necessary arrangements with the AIR 
and PIB have been made. All the Conveners of the Regional Records 
Survey Committees were advised to avail the facilities arranged for 
publicity through radio and the j)re33. 

The Jaisalmere inform that they have no organised record 

office, nor is there any Regional Survey Committee in the State which 
could be called upon assist the Research & Publication Committee 
in their work of compilation of the National Register of records, etc. 

Resolution V. — This Committee recommends that the Portuguese 
.and Prenoh Governments in India be requested to give facilities to 
accredited students from British India and Indian States to do research 
among their records. They may be further requested to co-operate 
with the Indian Historical Records Commission in enabling the 
latter to obtain copies of their records with a view to their publica- 
tion. 

The resolution together with relevant extracts from the proceed- 
ings of the meeting was forwarded by the Government of India to the 
Prench and Portuguese Governments in India '^or necessary action. 

H. E. the Governor of the French Establishment in India informs 
that since the estabfishment of their Record Office, every facility is 
given to qualified workers who wish to make use of their records. 

Resolution V I . — This Committee recommends that the Government 
-of India may forward the proposal in the amended form to all the 
Universities in India with a request to furnish the Imperial Record 
Department by 1st of September every year with the desired 
information for publication in the Indian Archives. 

The resolution was forwarded to all the Universities of India. 
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Madras University informs that there are no research workers in 
the modern period of Indian History in the current year. 

Information have been received from the following other Uni- 
versities : Bombay, Osviania and Travancore. 

Resolution VII. — This Committee recommends that the Director of 
Archives, Government of India, be authorised to give at his discretion 
transcribed copies of documents in the custody of the Government of 
India, free of charge, to those who help the Regional Survey Committees 
m their quest for historical records, if such transcripts are wanted for 
local or family history. 

Resolution VIII. — This Committee further recommends that the 
provincial and State Governments be requested to give on the basis of 
:the recommendations of the Regional Survey Committees in their 
lareas, free transcripts of records m their custody to those who may 
help the Survey Committees ia their quest for historical records, if such 
transcripts are wanted for local or family history. 

Forwarded to all the Provincial Governments, Local Adminisfra- 

‘.j 

tions and States for necessary action. 

Rephes are awaited. 

Resolution IX. — This Committee recommends that the name the 
“ Regional Survey Committee” be changed to “ Regional Records 
^Survey Committee ”. 

The Government of India have accejjted the recommendation made 
in the Resolution and have communicated the change to all the Pro- 
vincial Governments, Local Administrations and Indian States. 

Remarks. — The decision of the Government of India in changing 
the name as “ Regional Records Survey Committee” has been 
•communicated to all the Committees direct in the provinces and states 
•and announced through the newspapers. 

Resolution X. — This Committee recommends that Dr. P; C. Gupta 
be appointed an Honorary Editor in place of Professor S.V. Puntam- 
bekar to edit one of the volumes under the Five-year Publication 
Programme. 

The Government of India have appointed Dr. P. C. Gupta of the 
Calcutta University as one of the Honorary Editors under Scheme I 
•of the .5-year Publication Programme of the National Archives of India. 

The decision of the Government of India was communicated through 
the Government of West Bengal and the materials for editing have 
•already been sent to Dr. Gupta. 
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Eleventh Heeling, Jaipur, 'February 1948 

Resolution I . — Resolved that Diwan Bahadur C. S. Srinivasachari 
be requested to explain to the Madras Government the point of vieiv 
of the Indian Historical Records Comnaission and settle the' matter 
by personal discussion. 

Resolution II . — This Committee recommends that the Govern- 
ment of India make suitable provision for special tj-pes of printing and 
take such prompt measures as are required in connection with the Five- 
year Publication Programme of the National Archives of India. Mean- 
while the Secretary may be authorised to get the completed works 
printed through some private presses. 

Under consideration of the Government of India. 

Resolution III . — This Committee approves the appointment of Dr. 
A. C. Banerjee as an Honorary Editor under the Five-year Publication 
Programme. 

The Government of India have appointed Dr. A.C. Banerjee as an 
Honorary Editor- of the Fivo-year Publication Programme of the 
National Archive.s of India. 

Resolution IV. —This Committee recommends that all the Regional 
Survey Committees be requested to submit a five-year programme of 
work with estimates of probable expenditure not later than the end 
of May ] 948 before the Sub-Committee consisting of the five expert 
members nominated by the Government of India for co-ordination 
and recommendation to the Research & Publication Committee. 

The Government of India have accepted the resolution in principle. 
The Sub -Committee met in July 1948 at the National Archives of 
India and submitted its recommendation before the 12th* meeting 
of the Research & Publication Committee held in the same month 
which was endorsed by the Committee. The report of the Sub-Com- 
mittee was forwarded to the Government of India separately for 
necessary action. 

Resolution V . — It is agreed that the Regional Survey'’ Committees 
should submit half j-earlj'' accounts to the Secretary' of the Commission 
duly filled in a form to be supplied to them. 

Government of India have noted the action taken by the Secre- 
tary on the Resolution. 

Remar^^.— Forms have been supplied to the Regional Records 
Survey Committees for submission of half yearly accounts to the Seere- 
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Indian Historical Records Commission. 

Item 5 of the Proceedings regarding publicity arrangements of 
■the Begional Survey Committees . — Secretary approached the Radio 
.and Press authorities and suitable arrangement has been made for 
publicity. 

Resolution VI . — This Committee recommends that the member- 
;ship and scope of activities of the West Bengal Regional Surve}'^ Com- 
mittee be restricted fo that pai’t of Bengal which is within the Domi- 
nion of India. 

Government of India have forwarded the resolution to the 
'Government of West Bengal and suggested that as the ad hoc Com- 
mittee was set up b 3 '' the Indian Historical Records Commission , it can 
reorganise the Committee. The convener of the committee was 
■ instructed accordingty. 

Resolution VII . — The Government of Assam be requested to .set 
izp a Regional Survey Committee, pending which the Committee for 
West Bengal ma^’^ continue to function for Assam also. 

Government of India forwarded the recommendation to the 
•Government of Assam. 

Resolution VIII . — This Committee recommends to the Govern- 
ment of India that it is not in the interest of historical research to 
divide important series of records between two States in consequence 
of the partition. In any case, care should be taken that the integrity 
-of the series remains intact. Should one of the Dominions stand in 
meed of any records in the custodj^ of the other, microfilm copies of the 
■original should be supplied and all facilities should be given to bona-fide 
•scholars from either Dominion. 

Reply from the Government of India is a-vvaited. 

Resolution IX . — This Committee also recommends that a directive 
be given to the Government of R'est Bengal hy the Government of 
Indian Union that the local Regional Survey Committee be consulted 
before any decision is arrived at regarding divisioi\ of the local ofiScial 
'.records between West Bengal and Eastern Pakistan. 

Reply from the Government of India is awaited. 

Resolution A^..^This Committee recommends that an attempt be 
"made to compile a list of important I'ecords, both published and un- 
published, bearing upon the national struggle for freedom. 

Reply from the Government of India is awaited. . 
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Resolution XI. — That the Government of India he moved to make 
an initial grant of Rs. 25^000 to be distributed among the Regional 
Survey Committees for collection of materials relating to the proposed 
compilation of an authoritative history of Indian national struggle, 

Repty from the Government of India is awaited. 

Resolution XII. — That the Government of India and the Mahatma 
Gandhi Memorial Committee be requested to transfer all the original 
vTitings of Mahatma Gandlii and records relating to him to the ciistody 
of the National Archives of India for preservation. 

Government of India have moved the Mahatma Gandhi Memorial 
Committee , New Delhi, for their views on the resolution. The reply 
from the Committee is awaited. (Please also see Resolution II of the 
24th Session of the Indian Historical Records Commission). 

Resohdion XIII. — ^That pre-1902 confidential records, central and 
provincial, both military and civil, be thrown opeii to bonafide students 
of Indian history under such conditions as the respective Governments 
may consider necessary. 

The Government of India are in general agreement with the recom- 
mendation so far as their own records are concerned. Thej' ha ye 
. forwarded it along with Resolution III oithe 9th meeting held at Indore 
to all the Provincial 'Governments, local administrations and acceding 
States for necessary'^ action. The reply from tire respective Governments 
are awaited (Please see in this connection remarks entered against- 
Resolution III of the Research & Publication Committee which met at 
Indore). 

Resohdion XIV. — This Committee recommends that a short account 
of the important activities of each Regional Survey Committee be 
published in the form of annual reports, so that the important docu- ^ 
ments brought to light by them might be available to all students of 
history and an impetus be given to the local public for helphrg the 
Regional Committees to discover more such documents. 

The resolution has been forwarded by the Secretary, Indian 
Historical Records Commission to all the Regional Records Survey 
Committees in the Provinces and States direct. 



PROCEEDINGS OE THE MEETING OF THE INDIAN HISTORICAL 
RECORDS COMMISSION, TWENTY-FIFTH SESSION 
MEMBERS’ MEETING 
DELHI, 24TH DECEMBER, 1948 

The members’ meeting of the twenty -fifth annual (Silver Jubilee) 
session of the Indian Historical Records Commission was held at 
10 A.M. on Friday, December 24, 1948 at the Delhi University Con- 
vocation Hall. In the unavoidable absence of M'aulana Abul Kalam 
Azad, the ex-officio President, Dr. Tara Chand took the Chair. A list 
of members who wbre present is appended with the proceedings of the 
Public Meeting. It was decided at the suggestion of the Secretary 
to consider item No. 5 on the agenda last with the consent of the 
mover. 

1. Revieiu of action taken on the Resolutions of the Twenty -third. 
{Indore) and Twenty-fourth {Jaipur) sessions of the Coniwisaion. 

' (Please see conspectus) 

The Secretary said in answer to a question from Dr. N . K. Sinha 
that microfihn copies of records lasted fairly long even when used fre- 
quently. Moreover the master negative was kept and fresh copies could 
•be made as need arose. Longe-vity of film depended on various fac- 
tors including tlie film base and storage conditions. Secretary men- 
tioned a case referred to the National Archives of India by Maharaj- 
kumar Dr. Raghubir Singli of Sitamau who had acquired from Great 
Britain microfilm copies of a number of manuscripts but some of 
which had completely disintegrated. Dr. N. K. Sinha was 
referred to the National Archives of India for any further inform- 
ation he might want relative to microfilms. 

Referring to Resolution X of the Twenty-third (Indore) meeting 
of the Commission, Dr. Bisheshwar Prasad asked what progress 
had been made b 3 ^ the United Provinces Government in establishing 
a Central Records Room. 

Shri Pfirmanand gave the information that so far there had been 
little progress for the simple reason that when the United Provinces 
Government advertised the post of the Keeper of Records, the 3 ^ did 
not get applications from suitable persons. Therefore the question was 
being reconsidered and the post was going to be advertised once more. 
He hoped that the post would be filled suitably. The salary offers 
was in the junior scale of the Provincial Educational Service — Rs.260 
rising up to Rs. 850. 
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Referring to Resolution III of the same session, MdhamahopadTiyaya 
B. V. Potdar asked if tho Sub-Committee report woTild be available 
to the members. 

Secretary said it would he printed along with the Proceedings of the 
-current session. 

2. Becommendations , if any, of the BesearcJi and Publication 
Committee during Delhi Session. 

There being no recommendations of exceptional imp'‘>rtance by 
the Research and Publication Committee, the Commission proceeded 
to consider the next item on the agenda. 

1, Revieiv of the progresf< made on the Development Sclmne. 

During the twenty-fourth session of the Commission held at Jaipur 
in February 1948 a statement on tho action taken on the various 
development schemes was placed before the Members’ meeting. A 
further report is submitted below : — 

The principal recommendations were : 

(i) Microfilm copies of all" unpublished records relating to modern 
Indian history not available in this couhtry should be 
obcained and preserved in the Imperial Record Depart- 
ment. 

{\i) All necessary steps should be taken for salvaging j)rivately 
owned manuscripts in India. The central and provincial 
record offices shoiild be legally authorised to take charge 
of such manuscripts when their respective owners were 
willing to transfer their custody on such terms as were 
mutually agreed upon. Owners who were pre- 
pared to provide for the better preservation of their 
manuscripts should be given such technical advice and 
service as they might require. 

fiii) Unwarranted destruction and , export of historical manu- 
scripts should be legally prohibited. 

(iv) Microphotographic copies of all rare publications on India 

not available in this countr^^ should be obtained irrespective 
of the period they deal with and placed in the custody 
of the Imperial Recoi’d Department. 

(v) All bonafide students should have access to these copies. 

i) The Imperial Record Department should suppty at a 
reasonable price copies made out of the microfilms men- 
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tioned above to universities, learned societies, public 
libraries ■ and such persons as apply for them, 

(vii) Early steps should be taken to air-condition the muniment 
rooms of the Imperial Record Department with a view to 
securmg uniformity of temperature and relative humidity. 

(vih) Vacuum fumigatorium and laminating machines should be 
installed in the Imperial Record Department at an early 
date. " 

(ix) Imparting instnfctions in theory and practice of archives- 
keej^ing should be recognised as one of the normal duties 
of the Imperial Record Department. 

{i) <$; (iv) above .- — ^As reported last year preliminary work on these 
items had been started but it could not be systematically pursued as 
the necessary staff had not yet been provided. The first thing to do was 
to establish contact with foreign countries and to collect information 
-about records of Indian interest available there. The question of de- 
puting an officer for obtaining microfilm copies would arise only when 
the exact position in the Avestern countries was precisely knoAvn . So far 
•our. inquiries had met with cordial response and assurance of sincere 
■co-operation had been received from many foreign archivists. 

{ii) above. — (a) Three years ago the Indian Historical Records 
'Commission set up nine ad hoc Regional Records Survey Committees 
-and the Government of India granted a subvention of Rs. 6,500 for the 
■first year which was increased to Rs. 15,000 in the second. 

(b) The Commission had sponsored a scheme for the compilation 
of a “ national Register of Records and Manuscripts. ” A Committee 
appointed by the Government of India supported the scheme and re- 
commended an annual grant of Rs. 57,000 for the next five years. The 
-report was placed on the table. 

(c) As reported last year the Government of India was approached 
for an annual grant of Rs. 10,000 for the purchase of manuscripts but 
only a sum of Rs. 5,000 was provided. As the grant camie ver3r late 
in the financial year it could not be fully utilised. A list on the manu- 
scripts purchased will be found in Appendix B. 

(d) It was reported at the Jaipur sessien that the Government of 
India had accepted in principle the proposal for rendering technical 
•services to such institutions and private owners as were unable to re- 
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habilitate their manuscripts and records. A sum of Rs. 5, 000 had been 
sanctioned for the purpose. 

(in) above.-— The question of legislation preventing unwarranted 
destruction and export of historical documents and manuscripts was 
placed before the Standing Committee of Indian -Legislature on Educa- 
tion and it was expected that necessary action would be taken as 
early as practicable. ^ 

(u) and (vi) above . — No comments. 

{vii) above . — The question was still under consideration of the 
Government. 

(viii) above . — The laminating machine had ai;rived and awaited 
installation. 

[ix) above . — The Government of India had sanctioned two stipends 
of Rs. 100 p.m. each to deserving students vho came for training 
in the National Archives of India. 

Honorarium to Editors. 

The Government of India had agreed tb jsay to each of the 
Honorary Editors a consolidated sum of Rs. 1,250 to meet their in- 
cidental expenses on the completion of their work. Five of the Editors 
had accordingly been paid a total sum of Rs. 6,260 last j-ear. 

The Commission considered the detailed review presented bj’’ the 
Secretary on the Post-war Development Scheme. 

There being no comments, the review was recorded. 

4. International Archives Organisation. 

A scheme prepared by Dr. Solon J. Buck for the establishment of 
an International Archives Organisation was placed before the Jaipur 
Session of the Commission. Information had been furnished to the 
Director of Archives, Government of India, to the effect that a meet- 
ing p'as held at the UNESCO House, Paris, from the 9-11 .June 19-18 
and the participating countries were U.S.A., Netheidands, Czecho- 
slovakia, United Kiirgdom, France, Italy, Mexico and Norway. Among 
other things the Agenda included the question of establishing an In- 
ternational Council on Archives. It appeard from a report published 
in the Revieto of Documentation, Volume VI, 1948, that a dra,ft consti- 
tution for such a Council had been prepared by the UNESCO. A pro- 
posal for holding an Interne tional Conference of Archivists in 1949-50 
was also under consideration. 


g2 

The Commission was of opinion that India should be adequately 
represented at the next meeting of the International Council on 
Archives which was expected to m,eet in 1950. 

5. Resolutions by Dr. R. C. Majum da ',onthe maintenance of cer- 
tain collections of records and manuscripts. 

^‘This Commission views with grave concern the backward con- 
dition of the (i) Mackenzie Manuscripts, (ii) Dutch and Danish Records 
and (iii) Tanjore Raj Records placed from time to time by the Central 
Government under the control and supervision of the Governments of 
Madras and (present) M^est Bengal for preservation and publication. 
Having considered the unsatisfactory condition, this Ccmmission 
strongly recommends that the Government of India should arrange 
immediately for — 

I (i) taking over control and management of these records and 
concentrate them at ore specified place each in Madras 
and Calcutta for the present ; 

(ii) preservation of these records according to the methods 

adopted in the National Archives cf India ; 

(iii) indexing, cataloguing and publishing of suitable materials 

by whole-time employment of qualified staff ; 

(iv) inspection of these records by the Director, Natio^'al 

Archives of India, and preparation by him of a 
comprehensive scheme of work on the lines indicated 
above; and 

(v) providing such funds as would be necessary to work out the 

plan as envisaged.” 

“This Commission further recommends that the Director of 
Archives should report the progress of work annually to the Indian 
Historical Records Commisssion and that the qu^^stion of permarent 
location of these records be considered at a future date.” 

Explanatory Note< 

“(i) Mackenzie Manuscripts . — Between 1929 and 1943 the Commission 
considered on six different occasions the various questions aris- 
ing out of the upkeep and maintenance of the Mackenzie Manuscripts- 
in Madras. The note by the Secretary which appeared on page 84, 
part III, Indian Historical Records Commission Proceedings, Volume 
XX, is' of special interest to the members and I draw their attention 
to it. This is an extremely valuable collection, having been procured 
by the Central Government at the cost of one lakh of rupees. These- 
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are very old papers and naturally their normal strength and vitality 
must have considerably ebbod away p-s time passed and the sIotv 
process under which these are being rejuvenated cannot be commended. 
As the manuscripts are mainly in' South Indian languages, the original 
intention of the Central Gevernment in locating them in Madras 
appareutl}’- was to get the collection examined by suitable South Indian 
scholars who were not then readily available elsewhere. The most im- 
fortunate part of the whole thing is that this collection was never in- 
spected by an expert of the Central Government. Tor fourteen long 
years the matter had been allowed to rest and it is time that the Central 
Government now do something useful. In fourteen yeans all the 
manuscripts should have been repaired, indexed and fully made 
available ^'or bonafide research. 

"(ii) Dutch and Dajiish records . — The problem of the maintenance 
of old Dutch and Danish records which were in the custody of the va- 
rious provincial Governments Avas considered 03 ’’ the Indian Historical 
Records Commission during its fifth and twelfth sessions and it 
was decided (R-esolution I, Indian Historical Recrods Commission 
Proceedings, Volume XII, p., 119) to concentrate them in the Madras 
Record Office. Some Dutch paitas written in Bengali character were 
however retained in the custody’’ of the Bengal Government for local 
use. The object of concentration of these records was of course better 
preservation and their publication. But hladras Government have 
from time to time reiterated that in view of adverse financial position it 
had not been possible to undertake publication, indexmg, etc., of these 
records. The only study of these records so far has been by a prhmte 
schoIa,r Mr. J. Van Kan AAffio has jmblished a catalogue c'f Dutch 
records in India, nineteen years have elapsed and the Central and the 
Provincial Governments have failed to make these records-available 
for research. 

‘'(iii) Tanjore Raj Records . — Another valuable collection, thefiDan- 
joro Raj Records, was saved in 1946 from being desiro 3 ''ed as useless 
papers by the timely^ intervention of an alert member of the Madras 
Regional Records Survey Committee. These records belonged to the 
late Crown Representative wdio agreed to bear expenses of their being 
indexed, catalogued, etc. The Madras Government again have been 
entrusted to carryr out this programme of work . Kearty two years 
hav e passed and nothing is known as to what treatment these valuable 
papers have been given. 
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“All the records of the three categories described above are extremely- 
valuable and had been from time to time^entrusted with the Govern- 
ments of Madras and West Bengal to deal with them but for some 
reason or other they have either partial^ executed the plan or have 
totally failed u: their undertaking. It is necessary, therefore, that the 
Central Government should immediately intervene in tke matter and 
take over control and administration of all these records.” 

After a lengthy discussion on the subject, the following resolution- 
was unanimously passed : 

Eesolution I. — This Commission strongly recommends that the 

Government of India should arrange immediately for : 

(i) taking over control and management of (a) the Mackenzie 

manuscripts (b) Dutch and Danish records and (c) Tan- 
jore Raj records and concentrate them at one specified 
^ place each in Madras, Tanjore and Calcutta for the 

present ; 

(ii) preservation of these records according to the methods adopt- 

ed in the National Archives of India ; 

(iii) indexing , cataloguing and publishing of suitable materials 

b3r whole-time emplo3Tnent of qualified staff ; 

(iv) inspection of these records by the Director, National Archives 

of India, and preparation by him of a comprehensive 
scheme of work on the lines indicated above ; and 

(v) providing such funds as would be necessary to work out the 

plan as envisaged. 

This Commission further recommends that the Director of Archives 
should report the progress of work annually to the Indian Historical. 
Records Commission and that the question of permanent location 
of these records be considered at a future date. 

6 . Mesolution by ike Qovernment of the United Provinces on records 
relating to India in the custody of Qovernment of United Kingdom. 

“Resolved that TTis Ma^jesty’s Government be approached through 
the Government of India for return of all ancient books and documents 
which relate to India’s history and are in their custody so that Indian 
research scholars may not have to go abroad to consult them and 
higher historical research may be facilitated.” 
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On the Chairman pointing out that the item was already included 
in the accepted programme of the Commission, Shri Parmanand 
withdrew the resolution. 

7. Proposal of Col. R. H. PMllimore on the preparation of catalogues 
of historical portraits and paintings in the possession of various institu- 
tions in India and abroad. 

Explanatory Note . — These portraits form an extremely valuable 
source of information on Indian history. They are scattered all 
over the country and are to be found in diverse repositories. Many 
are in the possession of the Victoria Memorial, the Indian Museum 
and other museums in the country. Many again are to be found in 
Government collections in Government Houses and buildings in the 
provinces. The British IMuseum, the Victoria and Albert Museum, 
the National Portrait Gallerj?^ and other repositories in the United 
Kingdom have also in their possession a good many pictures of this 
category. No effort has hitherto been made to'make a complete collec- 
tion of the photographic reproductions of these paintings nor to 
compile a comprehensive raisonne catalogue of them. As a collection 
of photographs of these items as well as their catalogue wiU be 
very useful to research student it is for consideration if the work of 
compilation should not be taken up at once. 

The Secretary moved the pi opo.sal on behalf of CoL R.H. Phillimore, 
who was absent. 

The following resolution was adopted unanimously : — • 

Resolution IE. — This Commission recommends that the Government 
of India take steps for the preparation of a catalogue of portraits 
and paintings of historical interest to India'in the possession of private 
individuals, institutions and various Government institutions 
in India and abroad and distribute them widely in this country. 

8, Resolutions by the Travancore Government 

(i) Listing, cataloguing and indexing of late Residency records. 

That prompt steps be taken for the listing, cataloguing and indexing 
of the records transferred to the Government of India from the British 
Residencies which functioned in the Indian States tiU the 15th 
August 1947, the day of the declaration of Indian Independehce.*^ 

Expla^tory Note.—Kt the Mysore Session of the Indian His- 

ica ecords Commission held in 1941 the Commission passed a 
resolution recommending to the Government of India that early steps 
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1)6 taken for the proper examination of the records of the pre-Mutiny 
period in the custody of the British Residencies and those which were 
not of -a confidential character to be published and thrown open to the 
bonafide research scholars. The British Residencies in India had 
ceased to function from the 15th August 1947. It was understood that 
all the important records from these Residencies had been transferred 
“to the Government of India. In view of the importance of the records 
in the various Residencies from a historical and ad m inistrative 
point of view it was desirable to take nearly steps for listing, 

• cataloguing and indexing them. The information that could be 
gathered from the records of the Residencies would throw considerable 
light on the part played by the Rulers of Indian States in the shaping 
of India’s political destiny. 

Mr. V. Narayana Pillai moved the resolution on behalf of the Tra- 
vancore Government. 

The following resolution was adopted unanimously : 

Resolution III. — Resolved that steps be taken for the fisting, cata- 
loguing and indexing of the records transferred to the Government 
of India from the British Residencies v/hiofi functioned in the 
Indian States till the 16th August 1947, the day of the declaration of 
Indian Independence. 

(ii) Transfer of records relating to the Indian States to the States 
themselves. 

“That early steps be taken for surrendering records relating to Indian 
States having local interest to the States themselves.” 

Explanatory Note. — There are in the custody of the National 
Archives of India certain important records relating to Indian States 
which have a local interest. These records deserve to be in the posses- 
sion of the States themselves. In view of the large number of his- 
torical records gradually accumulating in the National Archives o 
India those having provincial and local interest deserve to be 
separated and transferred to the respective provinces and States to 
whom they have a reference. 

Secretary' s Note. — The proposal is opposed to the principle of the 
organic unity of archives. The records in the National Archives of 
India are there because they are the records of the different Depart- 
ments and Offices of the Government of India, and not because they 
relate to any specific area. They are also related with other records 
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of the Government of India, and without reference to them lose in 
meaning and value. 

At the suggestion of the Chairman Mr. Pillai withdrew the second 
resolution sponsored by the Government of Travaneore. 

(iii) Co-ordination of archival administration of the Government of 
India, Provincial Governments and States. 

“That steps be taken for devising ways and means for co-ordinating 
tile archival administration of the Indian States, State Unions, pro- 
vincial Governments and the Government of India.” 

Explanatory Note. — Archival administration requires specialised 
knowledge and training. The standard of efficiency in the mainten- 
ance of records in the States, Provinces and Government of India 
is found to vary considerably. The archives in some of tlie States 
and provinces deserve considerable improvement. It is desirable 
that the administration of arcliives in the Indian States, State Unions, 
provincial Governments and Government of' India is co-ordinated 
with a view to ensuring the highest standard of efficiency in the 
maintenance and utilisation of records in their custody. Already 
steps have been taken for framing rules for the weeding of the records 
of the Government of India the principles of which may be followed , 
in the Indian States, pro-vinces and State Unions. 

Secretary s Note. N similar proposal was considered during the 
Indore Session. A Committee 'was then appointed by the Govern- 
ment of India and its report is now under the Government’s consi- 
deration. A copy of the Report is laid on the table. ^ The weeding 
Rules as adopted hy the Indian Fi.storical Records Commission 
have been circulated by the Government of India to all the pro- 
vmcial Governments and Indian States for suitable action. 

^Ir. Pillai then niuved a third resolution.' 

The Secretary read out the Re.solution which had been printed 
along wth the proceedings, pp. 80-84 and hoped that that would 
satisfy the mover of the Resolution. 

Mr. Pillai accepted the explanation and withdrew the resolution. 

9 Resolution hy Dr. R. R. Sethi on the creation of separate Departments 
for Archives in the Centre and in the Provinces and States. 

It IS proposed that the liistorical archives of the Government of 
India known as the Rational Archives of India and similar archives of 
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provincial Governments and of States should be organised as dis- 
tinct departments and their custo'dians should have a uniform desig- 
nation, a suitable status and direct access to their Ministers, who 
should, be Ministers of Education 

Explanatory Note . — Historical records pertain to all kinds of 
subjects and topics and are thus essentially of an academic and 
cultural character. Hence their control and administration cannot 
suitabl}^ vest in any of the usual brandies of administration, of 
which the Secretaries have entirel3’ different kinds of problems to deal 
with than tliose relating to historical archives. For example, in the 
East Punjab (as previously in the United Punjab), the administration 
■of the Historical Records Office is vested in the Chief Secretary, 
who is an I.C.S. officer and has his hands full with secretariat 
work. He ma^’^ or may not have knowledge or understanding 
of cultural matters. IMoreover such Secretaries are subject to • 
periodical transfei*s, so that ndtli every change a new Secretary is to 
be freshlj^ initiated into the problems peculiar to historical records. 
Nor does the rigid procedure of the Secretariat or of any existing 
branch of the administration admit of reasonably quick solution and 
furtherence of the problems involved in the maintenance and 
expansion of cultural institutions. 

For enabling officers in charge of the archives to maintain and 
develop their offices ivithout unnecessary delays and impediments, 
thej’- should necessarily be afforded a suitable secretarial status so 
that they should have unhampered and direct access to Ministers for 
a high level consideration of their problems. Considering that much 
leewaj'- is to be made in the development of this cultural work and the 
importance which it must assume under the new national set up, 
it would be appropriate that historical archives should be constituted 
into a separate department, freed from delays and impediments of the 
secretariat system and placed under the direct control of the Education 
Mnisters of the various Governments. 

Dr. B. B. Sethi moved the resolution that stood in his name and 
indicated that the resolution had three distinct parts. The first re- 
lated to the establishment of separate department of archives at the 
■Centre and in the provinces and the States as separate departments. 
He cited the case of the East Punjab. The control and administration 
■of the records office was under the charge of the Chief Secretarj^ an 
T-C.S. officer, whose hands were full with many other things and who 
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could not be expected to attend to. tlie problems of I’ecord offices. 
So he felt that a separate Department should be established dealing 
with records 

The Chairman pointed out that the resolution was not the concern 
of the Commission, but a matter for the various Governments 
to consider. The Commission was an advisory body to adrnse Gov- 
ernment on the methods of keeping records and conducting researches 
in records and not a body to advise Government on the matter of how 
Government should tackle an administrative problem in a particular 
way. 

Dr. Sethi did not proceed with the rest of this resolution. 

10. Date and Place of the 1949 and 1950 meetings. 

The Secretary informed the Commission that the Orissa Government 
had extended an invitation to the Commission to hold its twenty- 
sixth session there in December 1949. The venue for 1950 had not yet 
been fixed, but a wire had come a few daj’^s before the session from the 
Nagpur Universitj' inviting the Commission to hold the twenty-sixth 
session there in 1949. The Secretary had informed the Nagpur Univer- 
sity that they had already been invited by the Orissa Government 
to meet at Cuttack in 1949 and I’equested the Nagpur University to 
extend their hospitajity in the year following. No reply had yet been_ 
received. 

11. Aliy other subject which may be brought before the Commission- 

Dr. H.L. Gupta. — Uwish to raise one j)oint. Murshidabad is bor- 
dering Pakistan and frequent conflicts are taking place between 
West Bengal and Pakistan. 1 think it is very necessary that the records 
at ilurshidabad shoiild be brought back. I think w^e must pass a reso- 
lution on this subject. I could not give notice because I <iid not know 
until I learned from the Keeper of Records 3 ’’esterday that the 
Government of West Bengal do not contemplate bringing them back. 

Chairman . — It is not necessary to pass anj^ Resolution. U'e 
will make a note of what you have pointed out and take 
action. 

Dr. A.O. Paiuar. — In the course of discussion it is often said that 
such and such a matter has already been discussed. Junior members 
ot the Commission do not know to which particular resolution reference 
was being made. So I suggest that reading such resolutions or re- 
peating them ivould enable all members to follow the proceedingr 
mucli better. 
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Chairman. — ^Agreed. Before we close, I have to thank the Delhi 
University authorities for their courtesy and for letting us have the 
use of their halls, rooms etc. and for plachig at the disposal of the dele- 
gates boarding houses etc. for their residence. I hope on behalf of 
you all the Secretary will convey to the authorities of the Universitj- 
of Delhi our very sincere thanks for thier courtesy. 

Secretary . — I have a rather pleasant duty to perform. In our 
midst we have to-da 3 '- a gentleman and alady from abroad — ^Mr. Joaqin 
Pelach and IVIrs. J\Iercedes Panikar Pelach — who have travelled all 
the Avay from Madrid just to attend the Silver Jubilee session of the 
Indian Historical Records Commission and we olfer them our most 
heartj^ welcome, and we thank them for the trouble thej^ have taken 
for ,our sake. i 

I think. Sir, before we disperse that I should record my personal 
obligations to the authorities of the Delhi University. The Vice- 
Chancellor, in spite of the weight of tlu’ee score and ten years, had 
taken a keen interest and looked into eveiy detail personally and I 
am sure we are all very grateful to him. I am also very grateful tO' 
mj^. local colleague Professor S.L. Poplai for the trouble he has taken 
and as for Principal Rajaram I think you will be in a much better posi- 
tion than I to assess the excellent arrangements that he has made. 
I also thank the volunteers and Professors Nanda and Kapadia, their 
leaders, who have been very helpful and who have worked verj?^ hard. 
In addition to jmur, vote of thanks, Sir, I should like to express tO' 
the Universitj!- authorities collective!}'’ and ' individuallj'- mj'- own 
personal obligations. 

Dewan Bahadur C. S. Srinivasachari. — I, on the non-official side as 
I might- xDut it, would like to endoi’se your sense of appreciation of the 
great services that have been rendered by the authorities of the Delhi 
University and bj'' the Local Secretary in paticular in providing for 
, accommodation both on the other side of the road and on this side. 

Mahamahopadhyaya D. V. Potdar . — We must thank the Gover^ 
ment and the Universitj'' of Delhi authorities for all that the}' have 
done to make this Silver Jubilee session a great success. 

The meeting concluded with a vote of thanks to the Chair 
-■11. List of Papers laid on the table. 

(i) Report of the 12th meeting of the Research and Publication 
Committee held at Hew Delhi in July 1948. 
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(ii) Report of the Sub-Committee on the conservation of records. 

(iii) Report of the Sub-Committee on the five-year plan for survey 

of records. 

(iA^) Annual E,eports of the — 

(a) National Archives of India (194:7) ^ 

(b) Coorg (194:7) 

(a^) Annual Report of the Baghela Historical Records Commission, 
1946-4:7. 


(vi) Conspectus of action taken on the resolutions passed by - the 

12th aneeting of the Local Records Sub-Committee lield 
in Eebrnar}’’ 1946. 

(vii) List of boolcs and periodicals presented to tlie Indian 

Historical Records Commission and/or the, National 
Archives of India. (Please see Appendix J) 

(A’'iii) Repoi'ts of research AAmrk receiA'^ed from the fo]]oA\;ng 
members : — . 


B. S. Baliga. 
P. M. Joshi. 

N. K. Sinha. 
P. C. Gupta. 

S. P. Sen. 

A. Halim. 

S. H. Askari. 
■C. V. Joshi. 

R. V. Poduval 
A. H. Nizami. 


V. R. R. Dikshitar. 

G. H. IHiare. 

H. If. Banerjee. 

A. C.’ Banerjee. 

S. N. Has Gupta. 

K. K. Datta. 

L. P. Pandeya. 

M. R. Majmudar. 

B. N. Reu. 

K. N. Mahapatra. 






CONSPECTUS OF ACTION TAKEN 
Indian Historical Hecobds Commissio'-- 
Ttoeniy -third meeting at Indore, December 1946 

Resolution I . — Tliis Commission deepty mourns tlie death of Sir 
Manubhai N. Mehta, Professor Henry Herbert Dodwell, Sardar Sir 
Jogendra Smgh and Dewan Bahadur Dr. ICrishnaswami Aiyangar and 
authorises the Secretary to commy to tlieir relatives a message of 
sjmipathy and coudolencc on behalf of the Commission. 

The rsohition of condolence was forwarded to the bereav ed fami- 
lies. 

Resolution II . — This Commission warmlj’' congratulates Mahama- 
hopadhyaya D. V. Potdar and Dewan Bahadur C. S. Srinivasachari 
on the titles conferred on them on His Majest 3 '' the King Emperor’s 
Birthda3^ 

The resolution of congratulation w^as forwarded to Mahamahopa- 
dhj'^aya D. V. Potdar and Dewan Bahadur C. S. Srinivasachari. 

Both Ma.hamahopadh 5 ^a 3 ^a Potdar and Dewan Bahadur 
Srinivasachari convejmd their thanks tc the Indian Historical Records 
Commission. 

Resolution ///.—This Commission approves the recommendations 
of the Research and Publication Committee and commends them to 
the Grovernment of India. 

No action {Please see Conspectus of the Research and Publica- 
tion Committee) . 

Resolution /F.— This Commission recommends that a Committee 
consisting of (1) Dr. R.C. Majunadhr,- (2) Mahamahopadhyaya D. V. 
Potdar, (.3) Dr. I.H. Qureshi, (4) Professor K. A. Nilakanta Sastri, 
( 0 ) Mahamahopadlijm}^ PandR R’- N., Reu, (6) Dr. K.N.V. Sastri 
and (7) Dr. S.N. Sen be appointed to consider and recommend to the 
Government of India the steps to be taken to conserve all the records of 
historic as distinguished from current importance which are in charge 
of various ]pi’ovincial Governments and States. This Committee is 
authorised to make recommendations to the Government of India 
direct with authority of this Commission should the Committee deem 
it desirable. 

67 
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Please seo iu this connection Resolution II of the Sth meeting of 
the Research and Publication Cominitlee (IHRC Procs. Vol. XXIII, 
Pb. Ill, pp. 74-79). As some of the members originally recommended 
by the Commission either retired or left India, the Go-rornment of India 
in consLiltalion with tlie iSecrete-ry, Indian Historical Records 
Commission, appointed a new Sub-Committee consisting of tlio 
following members 

r 

(i) Dr. R. C. Majuradar, (Chairman), (ii) Dr. B. S. Baliga, 
(iii) Dewan Bahadur C. S. SrinHasachari. (iv) Mahama- 
hopadhya3-a D. V. l^otdar {y) Mr. Y. BhargaAur (vi) 
Mahamaliopadhj'aj’-a Pandit B. N-, Ren and (v i) 
Dr. S. X. Son, Seci'etary. 

The Sub-Committee met at New Delhi on the Sth Jnlj* 1948 and 
submitted its report before the IBtlr-meeting of the Research & Publi- 
eation Committee held at New Delhi on the 10th JUI3' 1948. The 
report was thereafter submitted to the Government of India for their 
consideration. 

Resoli(fio7i V.~ This Commission recommends that the Research 
and Publication Committee should function independently* of the Indian 
Historical Records Commission and the Government of India should 
tre.rt tlie minutes of the proceedings of its meetings as final . The 
Committee ho vever reserves the right to refer to the Indian Historical 
Records Commission ai*}^ matter that it ma3'' consider necessary. 

The Govei’iunent of India liavp accepted the recommendation 
subject to the condition that if in a particular case the3’' consider it 
necessar3" to obtain the views of the Indian Historical Records 
Commission the3r will refer the matter to that body. 

Resolution VI . — This Commission considers that the time is 
opportune for establishing cultural relations with foreign countries and 
recommends that the respective Governments in Pi-ance, United Slates 
of Ameidca, China, Union of Soviet Socialist Republic.s, Australia, ■ 
South Africa, -Nepal, Ceydon, Iran and Afghanistan be approached to 
co-operate with the activities of the Indian Historical Records 
Commission by nominating Corresponding Members. 

The government of India have taken up this question sejiarately 
and have addro.ssod all the Foreign countries including the Dominion 
of Pakistan on the subject. So far two distinguished archivists each 
from U.S.A. , Malaya and Ceylon and one each from France, Burma 
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and Nepal have been appointed as Correaponding Members in addition 
to five from the United Kingdom. Decisions of other countries are 
awaited. 

^ Resohition VII.- — (a) This Commission has carefulh- examined the 
rales framed by the Local Records Sub-Committee and approved by 
the Government of India for weeding their records and are of opinion 
that the addenda to rules suggested in the Agenda should be embodied 
in the set of rules and be adopted by the Central Government, His Ex- 
cellencj^ the Crown Reiaresentative (in Centre and Residencies), pro- 
vincial Governments and Indian States. 

(b) The Commission further recommends that the present time is 
inopportime for weeding of records in the Government and State agen- 
cies and therefore strongly urges ux)on the authorities concerned that 
no weedmg of any records should be undertaken till a definite legisla- 
tion is passed on the future consititution of this country. 

The Government of India have forwarded the resolutions together 
with the amended rules for weeding of records to all the provincial 
Governments, Local Administrations and the States and to all their 
Ministries. 

Resolution VIII — .Tliis Commission recommends in continuation 
of Resolution II of the 21st Session that all the High and Chief Courts 
ma}" avail the services of the local members (Ordinar 5 % Associate, or 
Corresponding) for advice in regard to weeding and in that case the 
question- of paying travellmg allowance or any other expenditure will 
not arise. 

The Government of India have forwarded the. resolution to all the 
Provinc al Governments and to the High Court of Judicature at Cal- 
cutta for necessary action. 

Patna High Court has accepted the recommendation and the name 
of Dr. K.K. Datta has been recommended to act as an adviser to the 
High Court on behalf of the Indian Historical Records Commission. 

Resolution IX . — This Commission recommends that the name of 
the “ Imperial Record Department ” be changed to that of “National 
Archives of India.” 

The Government of India have accepted the recommendation that 
-the name of the “ Imperial Records Department ” should be changed 
to “National Axchives of India”. A notification intimating the change 
was issued in the GazeWe of India. 

‘ ' / 

^ I 
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Resolution X. — Eesolved that tlio attention of the United Provinces 
Government be invited to the x^'evious ■ i-esolntions adoiated the 
Indian Historical Records Commission, and tiio correspondence 
between the Government of India and the United Provinces GoA’orn- 
ment on the subject of (1) maintaining tlie xn’e-Mntinj' records at one 
central jDlace to save them from neglect and destruction and (2) 
estab’ishing a Central Records Office, where effective scientific mea- 
sures for the xn'oservation of old records could be adopted, where docu- 
ments and manuscripts secured by tJio Regional Smvey Committee 
could be preserved and where adequate facilities for bona fide historical 
research coidd be xn'ovidcd and the United Provinces Government be 
requested to re-consider the matter now that the war is over. 

Tlio Government of United Provinces have informed that tlioy have 
decided to set up a Central Records Room at Allahabad and steps are 
also being tahen to ajiiioint a Keeper of Records, who, 
when aiipointed will survoj^ - the records of public offices in 
the United Provinces and remove records of historical in1 crest to 
the Central Records Room. He will also frame rules for the access of 
public to the Record Office. 

Resolution XI. -This Commission considers it extremely desirable 
to modify the existing procedure of drawing ux) annual rexiorts 
of records agencies in .India and recommends to the Government of 
India, provincial Governments and Indian States that the sjjeeifi cations 
laid down by the Local Records Sub-Committee in x^ara. 4 of its 
minutes be accepted and put into force as quicldy as jDossible. 

Tiventy -fourth Session, Jaipur, Febrtiary 79‘lS 

Resolution I. — This Commission deeplj* mourns the death of Sir 
Shafaat Ahmed Khan £ind Dr. M. H, Krishna and authorises the 
Secretary to convoy to their relatives a message of symx^athy and 
condolence on behalf of the Commission. ^ 

The resolution of condolence was forwarded by the Secretary to 
the bereaved families. 

Resolution II . — This Commission apx^roves tlie recomraendations of 
the Research & Publication Committee and commends them to the 
Government of India with the folio wing proviso added to resolution No.^ 
XII on the subject of Mahatma Gandhi’s manuscripts. 

(In case this resolution i.s not found feasible the Director of Archives 
should be associated with the supervision of the preservjition 
measures). 
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Resolution 1. — Resolved that Diwan Baliadiu- C. S. kSrinivaschari 
be requested to explain to the Madras Co vernmont the point of view 
of tlie Indian Historical Records Commission to settle the matter by 
personal discussion. 

Resolution 2. — 'Uhis Committee i-ecommends that the Govenimen+ 
of India inake snitable provision for siDecial type f printing and take 
such prompt measures as are requii-ed in connection with the Five 
Year Pidjlicatimi Programme of the National Archives of India. 
Meanwhile the Secretary nin,\ l e autliorised to get tire completed 
woiPs printed t.lirongh private pre.sses. 

Resolution 3. — This Committee approves the a^tpointmont cf Dr. 
a'. Cf Banerjec as an Honorary Editor under the Five-Year Publica- 
tion Progrmnmo; 

* 

Resolution 4. — This Cojnmittee recommends that all the Regional 
Survey Committees be requested to submit a five-year programme of 
work with estimates of probable expenebture not later than the end of 
May 1948 before the Sub-Committee consisting of the five exj)ert 
members nominated by the Government of India for co-ordination and 
recommendation to the Research &; Publication Committee. 

Resolution 5 . — It is agreed that the Regional Survey Committees 
should submit half-yearly accounts to the Secretary of the Commission 
duly filled in a ‘form’ to be supplied to them. 

Decision . — It was agreed that the Secretary should approach the 
Pvadio and Press authorities of the Government of India to extend 
similar facilities to the Regional Surve}^ Committees as in the past. 

Resolution G. — This Committee recommends that the membership 
and scoqre of activities of the West Bengal Regional Survey Committee 
he restricted to that part of Bengal which is within the Dominion of 
India . ' 

Resolution 7. — The Government of Assam be requested to set up 
a Regional Survey Committee, pending which the Committee for West 
Bengal maj' continue to function for Assam also. 

Resolution 8. — This Committee recommends to the Government of 
India that it is not in the interest of historical research to divide 
important series of records between two States in consequence of the 
partition. In any case care should be taken that the integrity of the 
series should remain intact. Should one of the Dominions stand in 
need of anj'- records in the custody of the other, microfilm copies of the 



72 


•original should ba suppIicJ and all facilifcies sliovdd be given to bona fide 
scholars from cither Dominion, 

JResoluiioa 9. — ^Tiiis Committee also recommends that a directive 
be gir^en to the Government of West Bengaliby the Government of the 
Indian Union that the local Kegional Survey’^ Committee -be consulted 
before any decision is arrived at regarding dir'ision of the local official 
recoi’ds between West Bengal and Bastern*Pakistan. 

RcsoJidion 10. — This Committee recommeiids that attempt be 
made to compile a list of imijortant records, botli^^published and unpub- 
lished, healing upon the national struggle for freedom. 

Resolution 11. — That the Govermnenbjof India be moved to make 
an initial gi-ant of Bs. 2.5,000 to be distributed among the Regional 
Survc}?^ Committees for collection of materials relating to the proposed 
compilation of an authoritative liistory of Indian national strnggle, 

Rcsolution 12. — That the Government of India and -the Mahatma 
Gandhi Alemorial Committee be requested to transfer all the original 
writings of Mahatma Gandhi and records relating to him to the cus- 
tody of tlio ISTational Archives of India for pre.servation. 

Resolution 1.3. — That pL'e-1902 confidential records, central and pro- 
vincial. both miUtavy and civil, be thro mi ""open to bona fide students of 
Indian history under such conditions as the respective Governments 
maj^ consider necessary. 

Resolution 14. — This Committee recommends that a sliort account 
of the important activities of each Regional Survey Committee he pub- 
lislied in the form of annual reports .so that the important documents 
brought to liglit by them might be available to all students of liistory 
and an impetus be7 given to the public helping the Regional 
Committees to discover more such documents. 

The Government of India have forwarded the resolution XU of the 
Research & Pubheation Committee to the Mahatma Gandhi Memorial 
Committee, Xew Dellii, for their information and necessary action. 
(Please also see conspectus of the Researcli & Publication Committee). 

Resolvtion VIII . — This Commission requests the Government of 
India to jirovidc as early as possible necessary staff and building for 
bousing and working the machinery and suggests that top priority may 
be given to the construction of a new wing for housing the laboratory 
and installing the new machinery (at the Rational Archives of India). 

Tlie Government of India have noted the contents of the resolu- 
tion. 
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Resolution 1 F— Tliafc a Coinuiittee be appointed wiili the Honour- 
able Minister for Education as Chairman, Secret ary ol the Commission 
_as Secretary and the five experts nominated by the Government of 
India as members to advise the Director of Archives about the disburse- 
ments of funds to learned societies for the jn-eservation of purchased 
documents’. 

The Government of India have accepted the recommendation, in 
principle. The question of making available funds for giving subven- 
tioir to learned societies is hovever a separate issue and is being consi- 
dered separately by the Government of India. 

Resolution V . — This Commission recommends to the Government 
that ill mew of the liigh cost of living prevailing at Delhi, the proposed 
stipends for tramees in the National Archives should be adeqnatelj^ 
enhanced. 

The Government of India have noted the recommendation. 

Remarks. — Two stipends of Rs. 100 per month were granted by 
the Government of India for 1947-48 and 1948-49. 

Resolution FJ. — This Commission recommends that the Editors of 
the records- in oriental languages .should be treated on the same basis 
as the Editors of English records and that they should be entitled to 
the proposed honorarium. 

The Government of India have noted the recommendation that the 
Editors of Oriental records should also be paid honoraria and that the 
series in que.stioh is to be published by non-official agencies. If any of 
the agencies (undertaking publication of works under Publication 
Programme of the N.A.I.) ajiplies for financial assistance, such applica- 
tions shall be considered by the Government of India on mer it sms 
and when received. 

Resolution F/I.— This Commission unanimously elects Dr. S. N. 
Sen on the Central Advisory Board of Archaeology. 

Reply of the Government of India is awaited. 

Resolution VIII . — This Commission recommends that the Indian 
Historical Records Commission udU conduct its proceedings in the lan- 
guage that may be officially adopted by the Government of India. 
Pending the decision of the Government of India on the subject the 
present practice should continue. 

The Government of India have noted the recommendation. 
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liesohdion IX . — Resolved that the Commission reiterates its 
request to the Government of India to undertake suitable legislation by 
amendment of Act III of 1879 or othenvise for preventing export or 
transfer outside of records, historical documents and manuscripts from 
the Indian Union, and unwarranted destruction thereof. 

The resolution is under consideration of the Government of India. 

Resohition X. — This Commission approves of the suggestion made 
in the Director of Archives’ lettei’ with the proviso that of the live 
co-opted members (answer No. 5 ) at least one should represent the 
‘user’ of archives. 

Resohifio?} XI . — ^Resolved that the inspection reports so far 
submitted by the Director of Archives, Government of India, should 
not onlj' be 23ublished in the 23^'oeeedings of the Indian Historical 
Records Cbmmissioii but should be inde 2 )endently in a 

se 2 Jarate volume for ready reference. 

Tiie Government of India have accepted the recommendation. 

Remarks . — The compilation has been undertaken. 

Resolution XII . — Resolved that the Government of India be 
requested to make a siJecial grant for filling up the gaps of the 
Parliamentary Pa 2 rer Series now owned by the National Archives 
of India, as well as for pui’chase of future volumes. 

The Government of India have accepted the recommendation 
on condition that the cost of pui'chasing the Parliamentary Papers 
is met from rvithin the sanctioned budget aUotmont of the National 
Archives of India for 1948-49. If, however, this is not jrossible they 
have requested that a more definite jrroposal giving its full financial 
implications may be submitted to the Government of India. 

Remarks . — ^As there was no surplus in the budget grant for the 
ciuTent year, necessary provision has been made in the next year’s 
budget. 

Resolution XIII. — This Commission recommends to the Govern- 
ment of India that the administrative control of pre-1902 records, 
which were in the custody of late British Residencies should be trans- 
ferred to tlie National Archives of India. 

Reply awaited. 
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Resohition XIV . — This Commission recommends that the books, 
manuscripts, etc. in the possession of India Office should be brought 
to India and deposited in the National Archives of India. 

Reply awaited. 

BeniarJcs . — ^The GoAT^ernment of India liaA^^e already decided to send 
a delegation to United Kingdom to present the claim of India in this 
behalf. 

Resohition XV . — ^This Commission recommends the provincial 
Governments in the Dominion of India to give adequate grants to 
historical research institutions in their provinces expressly for the 
preseiumtion of the collection of manuscripts and historical documents 
in their possession. 

Repl}’’ from the Government of India is awaited. 



^MINUTES OE THE ISIEETING OF THE SUB-COmnTTEE 
APPOINTED BY THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA ON ' ’ 
THE CONSERVATION OF RECORDS 


S(.li July 1948 

(National Archives Bhildhtg, New Delhi) 
Present 


Dr. 'R.C. Majumdar (in Chair) 

Divan Bahadur C. S. Srinivasachari (Member) 

Rao Bahadur Dr. B. S. Baliga (Member) 

Mr. Y. Bhargava (Member) 

Dr, S. N. Sen (Secretary). 

Absent 


Mahamahopadhyayii Professor D. V. Potdar (Member) 
Mahamahopadhyaya Pandit Bisheshvar Nath Ren (Member) 

The meeting of tlie Sub-Committee commenced at 10 a.m. vith 
Dr. R.C. ]\Iajumdar in the Chair. 


Introducing the subject the Secretary explained . in brief the 
hi.story of tlae proposal. ItAvas fiist sponsored by the present Chair- 
man and vas moved in liis absence by Dr. N.HC. Sinha at the Eighth 
meeting of the R & P Committee lield in Nev Delhi in March 1946 
and was subsequently^ placed before the twenty-third session of the 
Indian Historical Records Commission held at Indore in December 
of tliat year. Secretary read out the Resolution IV ijassed at. that 
ses.sion and explained that the personnel recommended - in that 
Resolution had to be changed as three gentlemen have since ceased 
to be members of the Commission. But the Government of India 
were anxious that all shades of opinion should find proper represen- 


tation on the Committee and accordingly filled up the vacancies by 
nomination. The new members, so nominated are (1) Dewan Bahadur 
C. S.. Srinivasachari (2) Dr. B. 8. Baliga and (3) m. Y. Bhargava. 
1 lie Dewan Bahadur’s name was originally- proposed by the R & P 
Committee while Dr. Baliga and Mr. Bhargava were expected to re- 
])resent provincial and states’ interests. 


The Secretary laid on the table two pamphlets issued by the British 
Records Association and the INIaster of Rolls. He explained at length 
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the progress made in England. He drew attention in particular to- 
the principle advocated in both the pamphlets that the State should, 
if necessary-, have the right of intervention when the safety and inte-r 
gi'ity of privately ovuied records were in question. The principal 
-object was to prevent loss or dispersal of records and arrangement 
.for reasonable facilities for research work. He further stated that 
the GoA*ernment of India Avas considering legislation on the subject 
\as suggested by the Indian Historical Records Commission in its 
Resolution RTo. IX of the 24th Session held at Jaipur in February, 
lf)4S. But the Govez’ument have been acRdsed that Avhile the centre 
Az as competent to legislate unth regard to pizblic records in the provinces, 
its Obmtzetency to do so AAuth regard to privately owned records was 
not free from doubt. In England the necessity of some sort of central . 
supervision had been accepted by the Master of Rolls and the British . 
Records Associatiozi and the Central Committee which they propose- 
to set up would be competent to interfere in extreme cases. 

Dr. R. jS. Baligo enquired rvhether the proposed British Committee-' 
would have statutory powers. 

Tlie Secrelary replied that it avouIcI haA^e statutory rights to make 
regulations and moA^e Parliament for sanction. 

Tiic Chairman obserA-ed that in the case of archaeological finds 
by priA'ate persons the existing rules proA’^ided for conserA’-ation if 
the find AA'as of national importance and suggested that a similar 
principle ought to be adopted in the case of archives as well. He 
hoAveA’er drew attention of the members to the original proposal for 
di.scussion. 

The Secretary then explained that the legal point iiwolAmd in this 
issue could be settled by mutual agreement betAA^een the Central and 
ProA’incial GoA^erilments. 

Br: B. S. Baliga ' said that strictly . speaking official records 
could not he conveniently diAuded on the basis of the mutiny foi pre- 
mutiny records were not of histoiucal importance alone as they Avere 
very frequentl^'^ required for administrative purposes also. 

The Secretary then drerv attention to the practice noAv prevailing 
in the U. K: and suggested that records Avill haAm to be placed under 
two categories (1) historical and (2) current for the purposes of the 
present proposal. 

The Chairman supported the views expi'essed b}^ the Secretary 
and added that numerous difficulties had been created owing to parti 
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tion. The Provinces in the Indian Union did not care to consult the 
Central Government as to tlie general archival policy and undesirahio 
consequences have followed during the last few months. It was 
therefore absolutely necessary tliat a satisfactory arrangement should 
he made for projier control of archival j^olicy by the Central Go- 
vernment. 

•v. 

Dr. B. 8. Baliga reiterated his objection to the practice of treating 
pre-mutiny records as historical records and stated that his j)ro\'inco 
had done cver^dhing possible for their safet 3 ’' and intcgiitj-'. 

Dewan Bahadur C. 8. 8rinivasachari enquired whetlier the Madras 
Govei'ninont would agree to the Resolution. 

Dr. B. 8. Baliga answered in the negative. 

Tlie Secretary then oxifained that at present onl^' three provinces 
had organised record offices. His expeidence was that at least 
one of them was not j^roperlj’^ looking after tlie central rccoi-ds in 
its custody. Moreover the merger and formation of new unions of 
states have brought about a ncAv situation to wliich the Indian His- 
torical Records Commission could not remain indifferent . It sliotild 
like to know what u^as being done for the preservation of historical 
records in these states for the archfval wealth of the state did not 
necessarity depend on its size. 

The Chairman was unwilling to make an exception in favour of 
Madras. He observed that the Committee was concerned with a 
general policy and the Centre was not likely to interfere where no 
interference was called for. Considering the jiresent conditions in 
aU the provinces generally he did not think that a safeguarding measure . 
was uncalled for. He thought that some of the provinces might be 
prepared to transfer the burden to the Centre at once. ^ 

Deivan Bahadur C. S. Srinivasachari suggested that the Director 
of Archives, Government of India, should be empowered to inspect 
provincial records and make recommendations and formulate general 
principles inchidmg the creation of records offices. 

Dr. B. 8. Baliga supported the proposal. 

Ihe Chairman pointed out that mere inspection would not achieve 
the ends which the present proposal had in view. ^ 

Ml . 3 . Bhargava explained the position m the Central Indian 
States. He apprehended that a large scale destruction of recoi’ds 
might t.a’o place in some states and defunct residencies. 
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The Secretary observed that Mr. Bbargava’s apprehension was nofc 

all unfounded as he had reason to believe that records at some 
places have been destro 3 ^ed and dispersed. 

The Chairman observed that records whether in provincial or state 
■custody should be properly preserved and thrown open for research, 
^ere the local Governments have failed to comply with these 
principles, the records should be placed under the supervision of 
the Central Government. 

Br. B. 8. Baliga supported the proposal whole-heartedly. 

The Chairman further suggested that no records should be trans- 
ferred or destroyed without reference to the provincial Records Office 
where one existed or to the Central Government in case there was no 
provincial Records Office. 

The Secretary next pointed out that creation of new provinces 
might conceivably lead to dispersal of records and the merger of 
■states might leave important records without a properly constituted 
■custodian. 

The Chairman reiterated his suggestion that no transfer of records 
should be made without prior approval of the provincial Government 
and, the ^consent of the Central Government should be obtained in 
case the province was without a Records Office. The Centre should 
have an effective voice in the matter but the Provinces and States 
ahould be given ample opportunities of indicating regional requirements 
and ventilating local sentiments. A unified control is necessary to 
eradicate all past evils. 

Dr. B. S. Baliga could not commit himself to this view. 

After a lengthy discussion in which all the members participated 
■on the questions regarding concentration of District records under the 
Provincial Records Offices, creation of Records Offices where these 
did not exist, legal authority to deal with documents in private 
possession, transfer, dispersal, sale, partition and destruction of 
■records, the following Resolution was unanimously passed ; 

Resolution . — ^Whereas proper arrangements have not yet been 
made in certain provinces and States for the centralisation and pre- 
servation of historical records and for making them accessible to 
-scholars and whereas the creation of new provinces and the merger 
of states into Unions and in provinces are likely to lead to the damage, 
‘destruction and dispersal of these records, this Committee recommends 



to the Government of India to assume general control over these 
records in these respects and to arrange immediately for proper ins- 
pection of these records through the Director of Archives and on his 
recommendation take such steps in consultation -with provinces 
and States as would ensure the centralisation and proper preservation 
of records and affording adequate facilities for making them accessible 
to research scholars. 

In view of the urgency of the ends in view this Committee further 
recommends to the Government of India to make financial provision 
for — (1) travelling expenses necessary for inspection and (2) grant 
of money to such provinces and States as may not be in a position to 
carry out the above objects without financial help from the 
centre. 



minutes oe the proceedings of the sub-committee 

APPOINTED BY THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA ON THE 
FIVE-YEAR PLAN FOR SURVEY OF* RECORDS 

9th July 1948. 

Present 

Dr. Tara Chand 

Diwan Bahadur C. S. Sriuivasachari 

Dr. R. C. Majumdar 

Profe.ssor Mohammad Habib 

Dr, S. N. Sen 

Absent 

Mahamahopadhyaya D. V. Potdar. 

The meeting commenced at 10-30 a.m, with Dr, Tara Chand in 
the Chair, “■ 

While explaining the implication of the various plans and estimates 
of expenditure submitted by the different Regional Survey Commit- 
tees for a five-year programme of work, the Secretary drew the Com- 
mittee’s attention to the fact that the plans r f Bengal, Madras and 
U. P. were almost identical though their estimates of expenditure var-* 
ied to a certain extent. Some of the plans, he said, include publication 
programme also. This, the Secretary feared, wo^ild in the long run 
hamper the survey work proper. As regards the Delhi Committee’s 
activities the Secretary said that much work could not be done due 
^ to local disturbances and the migration of most of the members. He 
further added that he himself had been too busy to devote the ne- 
cessary time to the Committee’s work. 

The GJiairman observed that for the present the Survey Com- 
mittees should leave publications out of j their programme. If ;t is 
considered absolutely necessary the Government may be approach- 
ed for a grant for that specific purpose at a future date. 

Dr. JR. C. Majumdar then explained the Bengal scheme. In his 
opinion the projected survey could be satisfactorily carried on by 
specialists alone. In the Bengal programme provision has been made 
for hoth whole-time and part-time employments. The whole-time 
men will be engaged in listing the huge mass of records in the High 
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Court and other centres at, Calcutta and research scholars will be 
ordinarily recruited for this purpose. For work to he done in the 
Districts the services of University and College teachers will he enlisted 
and they will he expected to work during the vacations. 

The Ghariman suggested that one man should he held responsible 
for surA'^ey in one or a group of districts as the case may he. 

Professor Md. Habib pointed out that for climatic reasons the 
Bengal scheme will not he practicable for U. P, It is impossible to 

V. 

tour the countryside during the hot season and the milder months will 
have to he reserved for the main part of the survey work. 

Dr. R. G. Majtimdar then proposed that one whole-time and five 
part-time Avorkers should he appointed on a monthly salary of E-s. 
250/- and Rs. 100/- (each) respectively. The whole-time man may 
be employed for a period of two or three yea.TS to start with. The 
total expenditure Avill amount to Rs. 5000/- per year. 

The question of travelling expenses, purchase of documents and 
transcription of manuscripts Avere discussed at length and it was 
agreed that the purchase and transcript expenses should not he met 
out of the grants now asked for. 

As the estimate submitted by different Survey Committees differed 
AAidely a rough estimate on the basis of the area to be covered was 
made and the following resolution was tmanimously passed. 

Resolution. — The Sub-Committee has scrutinised the Mve-year 
Plans for the survey of historical manuscripts and documents submitted 
by the different proAuncial committees and recommends that the 
Survey Committees’ main concern for the next five years should be the 
preparation of a National Register of Records and the grant should 
be used for (i) the employment of whole-time and part-time workers 
(if) travelling (in) preparation of the register. It suggests that the 
GoA’-ernment of India may grant financial assistance to the 
Committees in the different provinces at the following rates to enable 
them to carry on the Avork detailed above. 

1. IMadras, Bombay and United Provinces @ 

Rs. 7,500.*- each per annum =Rs. 22,500/- 

2. East Punjab & West Bengal @ Rs.6,000/- per 

amium each 


=Rs. 12,000/- 
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3. Assam, Central Provinces and Berar, Bihar, Orissa 
and^Gujrat States @ Rs. 5,000/- each per annum =Rs. 20,000/- 

4. Delhi @ Rs. 2,500/- per annum =Rs. 2,500/- 

Rs. 67,000/- 

Por five years =Rs. 2,85,000/- 

The Committee wants to point out that this grant should he ex- 
clusive of any subvention which may be made for the purchase and 
transcription of manuscripts. It is to be noted that no scheme 
or estimate was received from Assam and Bombay. 



APPENDIX A 

MESSAGE OF DR. JOAQUIN AND DONA MERCEDES PANDCER ! 

PELAGH, MADRID (SPAIN) i 

Hoi^OtJKABLE PiiESIDENr, LaDIES AND GENTLEMEN, 

t * 

It is indeed a great pleasure for us to greet j'ou in this occasion, and 
to bring to .you aU members of the -Indian Historical Records Commission 
a message of congratulation, encouragement and fraternity from the “ Con- 
sejo Superior de Investigaciones Cientifices” of Madrid on the occasion of 
your Silver Jubilee. 

The Supreme Council of Scientific Investigations of Spain which my 
husband Dr. Joaquin Pelach and m.yself have the honour to represent, is 
a Government institution, whose duty is to foster, co-ordinate and publish 
all the branches of research throughout the countyy. One of these branches 
concerns the development of research in Histor3^, Archaeology, Art, Oriental 
languages, especially Arabic and Hebrew and Biblical studies. The scholars 
devoted to research activities in eacli of these sections are grouped under the 
denominations of Institutes which periodically publish journals, rvith their 
contributions, or works containing then* research of greater importance. 
It is precisely and particularlj’' from the aforesaid institutes that we bring 
to 3’'ou to-da3’’ the sincerest congratulations on this Silver Jubilee 
session. 

We know ver}'^ weU what is the meaning of Histor3' and Historical Research 
f or a nation. It is the summing up of the cultural attainments of the people 
rather than the cataloguing of dates, persons and battles. It is a true por- 
trait of the soul of the nation in ancient times, which must be for us in modern 
daj^s a teacher, a real magistru ritae as Cicero said inciting us to imitate virtues 
and to avoid shortcomings. 

This is what j’-ou are doing while collecting and preserving the records 
■of ancient times, and placing them in the hands of boiafide research scholars 
with the purpose of reconstructing the History of India. The number of 
volumes pubh'shed up to now of the proceedings of the meetings of this 
Commission, as weU as the numerous collection of volumes containing do- 
cuments of national interest, and even the newty published magazine ‘ INDIAN 
ARCHIVES’ are a first class proof of the efficient work earned out by 
you during the last 25 3^ears. 

We have also in Spain our national archives spread IficeAvise throughout 
the country, as a souvenir of the historical events and achievements of 
old days, just as you have in India. Our main archives are three: 

The Archive General de Simancas, which houses the documents referring 
to the ancient lUngdoms of Castilla and Seon, as well as those of the unified 
Spain after tlie 15 th century. 
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Archivo de Indias, in -wMch. all the records concerning the discovery 
-and colonization of America are kept. These archives are situated 
in the city of SeviUa which witnessed the first sailing of the discoverers 
jjf that epic enterprise which gave the world its last unknown half. 

The third collection of historical records which we refer to, is situated 
in Barcelona and named Archivo de la Corona de Aragon, evoking the glories 
•of that old kingdom which rivalled the maritime activities of the Republics 
■of Venice and Genoa during the IVIiddle Age. 

We are now feeling inclined to mention here one of the documents kept 
in this Archivo de la Corona de Aragon. I refer to the official permission 
and efficient support granted by our great Queen Isabela to Columbus to 
realize his golden dream. Up to then the way to obtain the spices of India 
•and the East was supposed to be going round the African Continent, and that 
was finally the way followed by the Portuguese discoverers in the beginning 
of the 16th century. Columbus realizing the sphericity of the earth in a^prac- 
frical ■ way, fancied that he could arrive at the shores of India going west- 
wards, just as the Portuguese were attempting at reaching them by going 
■eastwards. Queen Isabela in that document bids farewell to her newly 
appointed Admiral wishing liim a perfect success in the enterprise to dis- 
cover t/i6 way to India. And Columbus actually thought that he had dis- 
covered India, when he reached America and apparently he died before 
realizing his mistake. That is the reason why he named the newly found 
country “India” or in the usual Spanish bombastic way “Las Indias” and its 
inhabitants “ Indians”. And thus it came to pass that the great plains of 
your great country, watered by the Indus was in future interwoven with the 

history of our country. 

And this is not the only point of contact between India and Spain. St. 

' Tudore of Sevilla the great encyclopaedic writer of the 7th century narrated 
in his weU-known book on etymologies that the Garamantes, an' ancient 
tribe of Lydia, was hailing from the Valley of the Indus (and notice that 
this was written when the Indus Valley was yet unlmdwn to History or 
Archaeology). These Garamantes, who according to him derive their name 
from the name of their main city Garama, first migrated to the VaUey of 
■ihe Nfie, whence they spread through Northern Africa, and after crossing 
the strait, now called of Gibraltar, settled in Hesperia an ancient well 
" known name of Spain. Thus we Spaniards seem to be descendants of the 
le of India, precisely from that part of the country which may be 
Ityled “India par excellence” for it is watered by the river Indus. 

And I am inclined to say that this was not the last migration of India 
towards Spain. Some years ago an enterprising young man, following 
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the steps of the old Garamantes. also sailed from India and settled in Spain,, 
finding there congenial breezes and a heartfelt love. I am deeply 
moved to refer to this event because I, who has the honour to address you 
now here in the Capital of India, am the daughter of that young man and 
the fruit of that love. I am therefore here as a living record testifying 
to the union of my two countries. 

And we sincerely hope not only individually, but also interpreting the 
wishes and expectations of the Consejo Superior de Investigaciones Cien- 
lifices which we represent, that this will not be the last actual contact be- 
tween India and Spain. Wo do hope that mutual co-operation in archival 
matters will in future be beneficial to our Research activities. If this is 
obtained we shall be extremely grateful for your invitation which brought 
us here and our journey will be held by aU in Spain as highly successful. 



APPENDIX B 

Proposal por the Compilation oe a Medical History op India 

A copy of a letter from Dr. D. V. Suhba Reddi, Prof of Physiology, Madras 
Medical College, Madras, dated the 24tk July, 1948 to the Secretary^ 
Indian Historicrl Records Commission, New Delhi. ! 

i am Ter 3 '^ grateful to you for jmur telegram dated 15th instant, asking 
me to submit detailed proposals regarding search for and salvage of old 
books and records connected 'with health of the people and methods 
of medical aid, etc., scattered in various parts of India and lying neg- 
lected and graduallj'' disintegrating and fast disappearing from private 
collections and public libraries. This is a colossal task. I have been 
studying the problems and achievements of medical historians in Europe 
and America during the last one hundred years and can claim to be pro- 
bably the only enthusiast in India who has spent many years in the study 
of methods of medical history as well as history of medicine in India. I 
have attempted, during the last one decade, to get into touch with various 
libraries in India, record offices, archivists, professors of history, research 
workers, historians, librarians, etc., with a view to collect informations 
regarding existence of printed or manuscript materials, pictures or paintings 
relating to the various aspects of histoi’y of medicine. I must say that 
I have had very courteous replies from a few persons, but most of the 
Institutions or persons appear to be either indifferent to or ignorant of the- 
history of culture and science of India. It is this feeling of my own help- 
lessness that made me approach a few highly placed enlightened indivi- 
duals who can appreciate the value of cultural undertakings, at least after 
the attainment of Independence. 

2. About 1940, I interviewed Public Health Commissioner of India 
and urged on him the necessity for bringing together all the books, reports, 
registers, and records dealing with the organisation of medical rehef from 
the early days of the East India Company up to the end of the 19th centiuy 
with a view for affording source materials for the history of various diseases, 
epidemics, development of institutions and policies as well as suppl 3 nng, 
biographical details of the medical officers. 

3. In 1946 I brought to the notice of the Surgeon-General, Goverri- 
meiit of Madras, and also Dy.D.,I.M.S., Delhi, how old books were either- 
moth-eaten or otherwise lost from the libraries of South India. 

4. Last year, I brought to the notice of the Curator of the Madras Becords- 
Office and the Superintendent of Archaeological Survey of India, Southern 
Circle, that it is desirable to look into and even take charge of certain old 
books and records in the Madras Medical College library and in other public 
and pri-vate collections like Literary Society, Madras, and Saraswati MahaL 
Library, Tanjore, etc. 
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5. I made similar ropresc-jitations this year to the Dirocfcor-General 
of Health Services (Dr. Mehta) during my interview with him at Madras 
and also to Director-General of Archaeology (Dr. HTieeler), 

6. I am glad to inform you that Director-General of Health Services 
has approved of a scheme for examining important Medical Libraries in 
India, to salvage valuable old books and to prepare a catalogue of these 
books, now unlcnown and unutilized. I am now making preliminary 
arrangements to start work under this scheme. 

7. I have taken now the final step of placing the matter before the His- 
torical Records Commission and I am . glad that you have been so good 
as to ask me to submit detailed proposals. 

8. Though I am a medical man, in the course of my studies in the history 
of medicine I have had to correspond ■with various libraries in Europe 
and America including British Museum, India Office, University libraries 
and private libraries. I have also carefully studied monographs on history 
of different branches of Medicine, Health and social welfare. Fi’om aU these 
studies, it has become clear that though the ordinary record offices may 
sometimes contain bits of information relating to medical history, the general 
historian does not usually use it or even bring it to the notice of the medical 
profession. The medical men, even the professors of medical colleges in 
Europe and America, onl 3 '' occasionallj’' worked in National Libraries or 
National record offices. It was the Historian, the Archivist, the Librarian, 
the book-collector and the Manuscript hunter, who searched,salvaged valuable 
books and records and brought them to the notice of the learned among 
the medical profession who took advantage of the fruits of labour of their 
finds. Here and there in the last century there were a few medical men 
like Daremburg and Sudhoff in Europe and Vfilings and Osier in America, 
who collected and studied valuable books and z-ecords and created special 
libraries and institutes nuth plenty of source material for medical men 
to work on. Today, we have in America many medical history libraries 
apart from the large historical collections in some of the biggest medical 
libraries in the world. There are manuscripts, incicnabula, 16th century 
and 17th centurj’^ books, original records of the early hospitals, signatures, 
portraits and every detail relating the medicine, treatment and health con- 
ditions in the new/world. They have also photostat copies and film library 
of old books and records, epidemics, medical relief, medical institutions, 
arm}’- medicine of medieval Europe... I am told that similar original records 
were treasured in German^’- and France before the War and such records 
are now f aken care of in Russia as very important source material for histoiy 
of medicine in those countries. I am sure that some of the members of the 
Historical Records Commission, who have recently gone abroad and seen 
■the libraries and record offices, maj’’ be able to .offer many valuable sugges- 
i;ions though it is possible that they may not have visited Institutes of 
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Medical History and noted the -wealth of material collected and utilised for 
teaching and research in medicine. 

9. There must be at least one (if not 3 or 4 regional institutes one in the 
north at Delhi, one in the south at Madras, one in the -west coast at Bom.bay 
and one in the east at Calcutta, attached preferably to the universities) 
collecting, preserving and utilising to the fullest advantage all old records 
of the respective regions, inscriptions. Government Orders, reports, early 
ne-wspaper cuttings, pictures, autograph and manj’’ other materials necessary 
for the liistory of medicine in India. 

10. It may be asked -why a separate search or scheme is required for 
records relating to histor}? of niedicine. One reason is that so far record 
-collectors have ignored medical records. A second reason is that health 
and medicine in India have been given a place of great importance during 
all periods of its history and the present generation of medical teachers and 
research -workers have little or no information at all on the histor 3 ' of medicine 
in India. It is regrettable that even in India, the home of many diseases 
and many ne-wly re-discovered lines of treatment and preventive practices, 
neither the teacher nor the research student appreciates his national heritage 
•of. culture and kno-wledge but must repeat parrot-like, a fe-n' sentences from 
European and American books, as if India never existed or had a civilisation 
of its o-wn for milleniums, -with a large population, Governments, Medical 
Profession, Theory of Medicine and vast resources of drugs and innumerable 
•diseases and epidemics. 

11. If a question is asked -whj’^ there should be separate librarj?- or institute 
for medical records and medical histor}' instead of a public record office 
or university library, one has only to point out that the gro-wth of medical 
literature during the last centurj'^ has been so great that medical libraries 
have become inevitable and the medical profession even in most advanced 
countries has very little time to go to general libraries and record offices 
-and hunt for materials except when necessary. So arose the medical history 
libraries, .separate collections of manuscript material, pictures and records 
are attached to these libraries or to the medical historical sections of 
larger medical libraries in aU the advanced countries — especially in United 
States. 

12. If the above general principles and suggestions are viewed favourably 
and a detailed scheme mentioning the names and nature of public and private 
collections, the organisation for search and salvage is desired I -will be glad 
tc submit a scheme. But meanwhile, your commission may also circulate to 
the members, universities, provincial and states record offices and private 
collections, indicating the lines of work I have given in this memorandum 
and get the replies before the next meeting when I may have an opportunity 
4 jf meeting the members and supplying or eliciting further information. 



APPENDIX C 


RE-OONSTITUTION OE THE LOCAL RECORDS SUB-COMMITTEE OP 
THE INDIAN HISTORICAL RECORDS COMMISSION 

No. F. 17-1/48-A.2. 

Government oe India. 

mNISTRY OF EDUCATION 

Neio Delhi 3, the 18th Jamiary, 1949. 

RESOLUTION 

In partial modification of para 2(2) of this IMinistry’s Resolution No. 92- 
20/47 -E.I., dated the 20th November 1947, the Government of India are 
pleased to reconstitute the Local Records Sub-Committee as follows : — 

1. Educational Adviser to the Government of India — (ex-officio Chair- 

man). 

2. A nominee of the :Ministr 3 >’ of Home Affairs — (preferably a Deputy 

Secretary of that IMinistry). 

3. A member co-opted by the Chairman for one year. 

4. Director of Archives, Government of India — (ex-officio Secretary).. 


ORDERED that this Resolution be communicated to all Provincial 
Governments of the Dominion of India, Prime hlinister’s Secretariat and 
the Director of Archives, Government of India. 

ORDERED also that this resolution be published in the Gazette of India. 



APPENDIX D 

Local Records Sub-Committee 

Twelfth Heeling held on the 16th February 1946 — Conspectus of action taken. 

Resolution 1 .- — ^The Sub-Committee recommends that in view of the 
improved paper situation printing facilities should he granted in the following 
order of pi'iority ; — 

(1) (a). — 150 extra copies of the Indian Historical Records Commission 

Proceedings should be printed in response to increased demand ; 

(6). “Comments on papers” should be prmted in the proceedings 
as in 1942 ; 

(c). the printing and binding as weU as the quality of paper of 
the proceedings volumes should be improved. 

(2) The printing and publication of “Aimual Report of the 
Imperial Record Department” should be resumed. 

(3) (a). “Summary of Papers” and (b) “Research Reports” should 

be printed as in pre-war days. 

(4) “Manual on the Repair and Preservation of Records” should 
be revised and a new edition should be brought out. 

(5) The pre-war size of Indian Historical Records Commission 
Proceedings Volume should be restored. 

(6) The “Manual of Rules Regulating ' Access to Archives in 
India and Europe” should be split into two partsand the > Indian 
portion ma 5 '' be prmted now and the European portion should 
be revised in the light of up-to-date information about conti- 
nental archives as and when it is available. A chapter on 
the American Archives should be added to this part. Part II 
need not be printed immediately. 

Action taken . — The Government of India have sanctioned printmg of 
150 extra copies of the Indian Historical Records Commission Proceedings- 
and the revival of printing of “Summary of Papers” and the “Annual Report 
of the National Archives of India”. The general ban on printing has, it 
is understood, been hfted by the Government of India. 

Resolution 2 . — The Sub-Committee recommends that paras. 3(a), 3(6) 
and (c) should stand as they are. The Political Department may consider 
whether it is possible to expedite (a) the release of excerpts submitted by 
subjects of Indian States and (5) whether any change in the method of 
scrutiny maj^ conveniently be made. 
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Actio 7 i talc&n . — ^While every effort vri.ll contimie to be made to release- 
as ear] 3 >' as possible tbe excerpts of Historical Becords required by the sub- 
jects of Indian States, the Government of India do not consider that any 
change in the method of scrutiny of the excerpts submitted to them is neces- 
sarj’^. 

With the change in the political and constitutional conditions of India, 
the question of amending the rules relating to States has again been taken 
up vith the Government of India. 

Besohiiion 3 . — ^The Sub-Committee recommends that the Director of " 
Archives be authorised to address direct the Departments of the Govern- 
ment of India, Provincial Governments, etc. to coUeet necessary information 
and to collect relevant data for bis own ’ office so that the Department may 
be in a position to start work under the post-war reorganisation scheme 
as soon as it is called upon to do so. 

Action taken . — ^Thc Government of India have no objection to the Director 
of Archives addressing direct^ the Departments of the Government of India, 
Provincial Governments and Indian -States provided the correspondence 
is confined to obtaining information on items direetty bearing on the post- 
war reorganisation of the Imperial Record Department and a copy thereof 
is forwarded to the Education or Political Department as the case may be. 

Resolvtion 4 . — The Sub-Committee recommends that a technical Sub- 
committee consisting of one member each from the Information and 
Broadcasting Department, Director of Public Relations (War Department ; 
Historical Section) andTmperial Record Department be appointed to consider 
the creation of a Central Agency for the storage, preservation, etc. of docu- 
menlary motion picture films of the Government of India. 

Action taken . — Tbe Goverzimeni of India held an Inter-Departmental 
Conference consisting of representatives from the Defence, Information 
& Broadcasting, Einance and Education Departments and the Director of 
Archives to consider the better preservation and safe custody of the motion 
pictiue films of the Government of India. It was agreed that the non-^ 
current documentarj’^ motion picture films and microfilms should be deposi- 
ted in the National Archives of India in precisely the same manner as the 
Government of India’s records. The details of the problem arising out of 
Ibis centralisation of films, e.g. procedure for reqiusitioning, storage equip- 
ments, preservatives, staff, etc. a.re under scrutiny and a final decision will 
bo taken bj'' the Government of India in due course. Estimates of non- 
current films in the custodj^ of the Ministry of Information & Broadcasting 
and other departments have been received but the estimates of the holdings 
of the Ministry of Defence are still awaited. 

Resolution 5 . — The Sub-Committee recommends that the micro-photo- 
graphic Laboratory of the Imperial Record Department he pro-^ ided with 
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an air-conditioning plant of the suitable capacity (5,000 cu. ft.) to enable 
it to proceed ’svitli the work. 

Action taken. — Eeplj'- of the Government of India is awaited. 

Besolntion 6 . — The Sub-Committee recommends that the questionnaire 
mentioned in the agenda be chculated to elicit the information asked for 
as soon as possible. 

Action taken . — ^Forwarded to the Government of India. The proposal 
was considered by the Tenth Meeting of the Fesearch & Publication 
Committee held in Delhi in March 1947. The Government of India have 
forwarded the questionnaire to all the Ministries for necessary action. 
Rephes from some of the Offices have been received. 



APPENDIX E 


REPORT OF RESEARCH WORK DONE BY THE MEMBERS PROM THE 
1ST APRIL 1947 TO 31ST MARCH 1948. 

1. R. jS. Baliga {Madras) . 

Published the following : — 

(i) Revised edition of J. J. Cotton’s List of Inscriptions on Tombs and 
Monuments in the Madi’as Presidencjr (Volume II). 

The work of prepai-ing selections from the Judicial records of the 
Madras Government of the preiod 1801-1857 has been brought down to 
the year 1819. 

The calendaring of Revenue Records was brought down to 1775 and that 
of Blilitaiy Country Correspondence to 1763. 

2. V. It. It. DiksMtar {Madras). 

Published the folloAving books : — 

(i) Origin and Spread of the Tamils. 

(ii) South India and Oliina. 

Wrote the following papers : — 

(i) The Nitisaras (The Ramaki'ishna Volume of the Heritage of India 

Series). 

I 

(ii) Kamandaldya Nitisara (International Congress of Orientalists, 

Paris, July 1948). 

Contributed three chapters to the different Volumes of Indian History 
plamied by the Indian BUstory Congress. 

3; P. 31. JosM {Bomha^j). 

Completed the followmg works : — 

(i) Indo-European Coinage (Silver- Jubilee Memorial Volume, 

School of Economics and Sociology, University of Bombay). 

(ii) The Reign of Ibrahim Adil Shah II of Bijapur (Submitted for 

publication to the Bharatiya Vidy'^a Bhavan, Bombay, for the 
K. kl. Munshi Commemoration Volume). 

(iii) Bahmani Kingdom (being a chapter in Vol. VI of the Bharatiya 

Itihas Samiti’s History of India,). 

Is engaged in working on the following : — 

(i) Chapter entitled ‘The Eive Deccan Sultanates’ — ^being a liistory 
of the Deccan iliislim Sultanates from the close of the fifte entb 
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to about the end of the seventeenth Centuty (for the History 
of India of the Bharatiya Itihas Samiti). 

(ii) Diamond IN'Iines of Bijapnr and Golconda — a paper. 

(iii) Cambay in the sixteenth and seventeenth Centuries — a paper. 

(iv) Revising his publication entitled— The Kingdom of Bijapur. 

(v) Editing Elphinstone’s “Report on the Territories conquered 

from the Paishwa.” 

4. G. H. Khare {Pooiia). 

Published the following articles : — - 

(i) Three Advantages of Shivaji — ^the great’s Svarajja (Agrani,. 
AprU 1947). 

(ii) Rectification of seventj^'-three mistaken dates from the Pirran- 

dare Daftar Vol. I (B.I.S.M. Quarterly Vol. XXVII, No. 3, 
Ain-il 1947). 

(iii) Some objections against Rajpurohita’s theory about the origin 

of Chitpavana — a rejoinder (Sahyadri — June 1947). 

(iv) Some thoughts on the public records in the Bombaj' Province- 

(Jnana Prakasha — June 1947). 

(v) The Vitthala of Pandharpur (Brochure, August 1947). 

(vl) Hingane Daftar, Vol. .II. 

(vii) ■ Simhagadh — ^History ,and description (Brochure). 

(vui) Some new records on the Marhatta — Jaipur Relations (Jaipur 
Session Procs. of the I.H.B.C.). 

(ix) Tuladanavidhi (Brochure). 

(x) Asoge plates of Kadamba Jayake’s in II of Goa-Shaka 1055. 

(Epigraphia Indica Vol. XXVI). 

II. Visited subrubs in search of old and antiquarian remains a-nd objects; 
studied the old remains in situ, copied an early Yadava inscription and 
acquired 335 Sanskrit and Maratni manuscnprs for the B.I.S.M. and over 
a hundred documents for further study . 

III. (i) Catalogued 400 metal images from the Exhibition of the University 
School of Economics and Sociology, Bombay ; examined 29 Persian 
Daftars from the Alienation Office, Poona ; copied 75 Persian and Marathi 
documents and read ten research papers, (ii) Is engaged in the compilation 
of a detailed chronology of Maratha History. 

5 , K. Banerjee {Calcutta). 

Conducted researches, on the following subjects : — 

(i) Economic Condition of Bengal in 1765-1770. 
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(ii) Salt Trade in Bengal in the 18th Centurj 
6. N. K, Sinlia (Calcutta). 

Examined the old ISth Century records in the custod}'- of the Calcutta 
High Court and wrote the following articles on the basis of some of these 
records ; — 

(i) Some facts about Omichand (Amir Chand) — (The Modern Beview,' 

NoTcmber, 1947.) 

(ii) Side-lights on the Trial of Maharaja Handa Kumar (The Modern 

Review, Februarj’’ 1948). 

(iii) How Qulis and Jluftis did Justice (The Modern Review, March 

1948). 

'7. P. C. Gupta (Calcutta). 

Edited the following : — 

(i) Polier’s narrative of Shah Alam II and his Court (Published in IMay 
1947). 

Wrote the following paper : — 

Lord Hasting’s Summary'' of Administration with Low’s Comments 
(Indian Historical Quarterly, December 1947). 

Is engaged in editing a volume of Letters to Court and from Court (1796 — 
1800) under the Five-j’^ear publication programme of the National Archives 
of India. (The work is likely to be completed in December 1948). 

:8. A. G. Banerjee (Calcutta). 

Published the following book : — 

The Maldng of Indian Constitution, Vol. I (Volume II is in preparation). 
Working on British Relations with Rajputana, 1719-1818. 

'9. S. P. Sen (Calcutta.) 

Wrote the following book : — 

The French in India — ^First Establishment and Struggle (Published 
ibj^ the Calcutta University). 

Wrote the folloAving articles : — 

(i) Impressions about India — by Godard (I.H.R.C. Progs. Volume 

XXIV, Jaipur, 1948). 

(ii) The Private Correspondence of Montreau — a French OfiSicer in 

Maratha Service (Indian History Congress, Bombay, 1947). 

Is engaged in editing of. — 

The Correspondence of Montigny, a French Diplomatic Agent at 
the Court of Poona from 1779 to 1787. 
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10. 8. N, Das Gzipta {Lucknow). 

Published the foIloAving hook : — 

The British in the Malaj'- Indies, 

Wrote the follomng papers: — ■ 

(i) The jManilla Expedition of 1797 (Indian History Congress, Decern 

her 1947). 

(ii) Proceedings Relative to a Settlement in the Andamans (IHRC, 

1947). 

11. A. Halim {Aligarh). 

Wrote the foUovdng papers : — 

(i) IMauj -i-]\Iusiqi, a handbook of Indian Music (Aligarh Magazine^ 

Jul3'^ 1947). 

(ii) The Aligarh Diary (IHRC Procs. Vol. XXIV, 1948). 

(iii) Husain Shah Sharqi of Jaunpur, character and estimate (I.H.C, 

Patna, 1946). 

(iv) INIuslim Kings of the 15th Century and Bhakti movement (I.H,C., 

Bombaj'^, 1947). 

(v) Some jNIinor Djmasties of India (of Nagpur, Kalpi and Ba 3 ’-ana) — 

Contributed to the Indian Histor 3 ’^ Journal. 

(vi) Kol inscription of Sultan Altamash (Ro 3 ml Asiatic Societ 3 T of 

Bengal). 

(vii) Histor 3 ^ of the French-India famhies of AUgarh (to be contributed 
to the R.A.S.B., Calcutta). 

(viii) INIuslim Contribution to the Development of North Indian INIusic 
(being pubhshed by Bombay Newspaper Company in the 
Muslim Calendar). 

(ix) Col. de Boign’s endowment of two villages to a Muslim Shrine 
(Silver Jubilee Session of the I.H.R.C.). 

Has completed a thesis for the Doctor of Literature embod 3 dng the 
cultural, religious, social, economic, artistic and architectural history of the 
Syed-Lodi Period. 

i2. K. K. Haifa {Patna). 

Wrote the following books : — 

(i) The Dutch in Bengal and Bihar, 1740-1825. 
r(ii) India’s March to Freedom. 
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II. Completed editing of volume I of ITort William — India House Corres- 
pondence under the 6-year Puhlication Programme of the National Archive.^ 
of India. 

III. Collected additional materials from the British Museum and the 
National Archives of India for the thesis — Shah Alam II and the English. 

Wrote the following papers : — 

(i) Gleanings from old Records (I.H.R.C. Procs. Vol. XXW). 

(ii) Some Judicial Appouitments (Journal of the Bihar Research 

Society). 

(iii) On Pre-Plassey Affairs (Indian History Congress, Bomha 3 ^ Session, 

1947 ). 

(iv) World’s Maladj^ and Message of Mahatma. 

(v) The Conspirac}'" of 1757 (Pourteenth session of the All- India 

Oriental Conference). 

Read a paper on ‘Plassej'^ — ^its genesis and sequel’ under the auspices- 
of the Bihar Research Society. 

Sent two chapters for Volume IX of Comprehensive History of India 
(to be published bj' the Indian History Congress). 

IS. Sf/ed Hasan Askari (Patna). 

Wrote the foUouIng articles : — 

(i) Taimnr Shah and an Indian Piinee (Journal of Bihar Research 

Society Vol. XXXIII). 

(ii) Diwan of Syed Raja, a mystic Saint of the 17th Century 

(Darhhanga Session of the All-India Oriental Conference). 

(iii) Zaman Shah and Prince Jlirza Alisan Buldit (Journal of the 

Bihar Research Society). 

(iv) 'lYausactions of Nadir Shah in Delhi (Bomba.y Session of the 

Indian History Congress). 

(v) Unpublished Correspondence relating to Maharaja Madho SingJ) 

of Jaipur and some of his Contemporaries (Proceedings of 

the I.H.R.O. Vol. XXUO. 

I] . Presided over the Bomhaj^ Session of Indian History Congress and 
tend an address on the Som-ces of Mughal Period of Indian History. 

HI, Visited the adjoining Districts of Patna in search of records and 
inspected Farmans, Sanads, Manuscripts and inscriptions details of which 
will be published later. 
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14. L. P. Pandeya {Bilaspur). 

(i) Collected some original letters in Devanagari script from the 

cnstodj^ of private families. 

(ii) Examined manuscript in Orij'a on the Chauhan Maharajas 

of Sambalpur. 

(iii) Visit ed the famous shrine of the family Goddess of the Chauhan 
Rulers of Sambalpur. 

15. C. V. Joslii [Baroda). 

Engaged in editing the following : — 

(i) Collection of letters dated between 1795 and 1807 handed over 
bj^ a descendant of Raoji Appaji, Dewan of Baroda (1799-1803). 

(ii) Letters of 1820 on the reign of Sa 3 '^aji Rao II Gaikwad. 

16. M. R. Majmudar {Baroda). 

Published the following papers : — 

(i) Illustrated manuscripts of Bilvamangala’s Balagopala Stitti. 

(ii) .Dwarka image of Ranchhodji and the temple at Dakore (The 

paper is based on six original unpublished documents regarding 
Tambvekars, who were bankers to Peshw'a — ^Madliavrao 
Ballal). 

17. R. V. Poduval {Travancore). 

(i) Made a study of the place names in the inscriptions of Travancore. 

(ii) Prepared a historical map of the different periods of Travancore 

Histoiy with a view to publishing a Historical Atlas of Tra- 
vancore. 

(iii) Copied and deciphered nearlj’^ 20 inscriptions from the State. 

(iv) Conducted a survej?^ of the pre-historic antiquities in Travancore. 

(v) Prepared a list of the Historical and Architectural monuments 

in Travancore State. 

18. B. N. Reu {Jodhpur). 

Examined 50 “Kharitas” (Letters) written bj^ British Officers to Maharaja 
Mansingh Bahadur of Jodhpur (Now preserved in the office of H'lir Munshi 
at Jodhpur). 

19. Ahlitar Husain Nizami {Rewa), 

Wrote the following paper ; — 

The Baghela Dynasty of Rewa — ^^'^irasimhadeva (K. M. Munshi 

Commemoration Volume). 

20. K- dHahapatra {Kalalmndi State). 
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Wrote the following articles : — 

(i) History of the Kalahaiidi State after the advent of Ganges (Journal 

of the Kalinga Historical Research Society Vol. II, No. 1, June 
1947). 

(ii) Excavation at Balkhandi in the Kalahandi State (Journal of 

the Kalinga Historical Research Societj^ Vol. II, No. 3, Decem- 
ber 1947). 

(iii) Three copper plate Grants of Maharaja Tustikara. 

Is engaged in research on different copper plates recently discovered 
in the State. 



APPENDIX F 


ANNUAL REPORT OF THE REGIONAL RECORDS SURVEY 

COMMITTEES 

A brief accoimt was given to Volume XXIV of the Indian Historical 
Records Commissioir of the activities of some of the Regional Records Survey 
Committees set up mider the auspices of the Indian Historical Records 
Commission. Fresh reports have since been received from these as well 
as a few more committees and significant information contained in them is 
summarised below ; — 

The Madras Committee conducted a vigorous survey work during the year, 
which revealed that the Huidu Religious Endowment Board was taking 
due care to preserve, classifj'^ and. index all historical manuscripts, records, 
copper plates, stone mscriptions, etc., in the possession of 22 religious ins- 
titutions under the Board. A successful attempt wms also made by the 
Committee to preserve from destruction aU historical records of the Tanjore 
Rajas in the Sar-i-Khel Office in Tanjore. The Board of Revenue records 
in different Districts were also surve 3 '^ed bj'' the Committee and valuable 
information about the state of listing, preservation, classification and indexing 
of old historical records Avas obtained from the Districts of Kistna, Tinnevelty, 
Vizagapatam, Trichinopoly, Ramnad and Chinglepat. Important mfor- 
mations are expected from various Zamin Offices, which will throw new^ light 
on their historj'’ and on the relations between the Nawabs of the Carnatic 
and the East India Companj'", Among the important documents, etc., 
unearthed bj^ the Committee, mention maj'^ be made of the papers on follow- 
ing subjects : — 

(i) A Tamil Life of Shivaji, {ii) Some Familj^ and Official Papers of the 
Tahisal (Mint Masters) of the Tanjore Maratha Raj and a few of their Sunnuds, 
{Hi) The family papers of the Christian Courtiers of Pondicherrj’^ from the 
time of Lazar e de Motta, the Dubash of Francois Martin, Andre Muthayappa, 
and of Pedro Konakaroya Mudaliyar, the rival and contemporary of the 
weU known Diarist Amanda Ranga PiUai, {iv) Two Tamil manuscripts (copies) 
concerning the history of the Carnatic in the 18th Centurj’- preserved in the 
Archives Nationales, Paris. 

The C. P. & Berar Committee examined the Cemetery of the Bhonsla 
Rajas in Nagpur and noted the names of aU the historical personages to be 
found there. They also examined the records in the Kothi Mahal which 
revealed various information about Raja Raghuji III, the last ruling 
prince of Nagpur. Dr. Y. K. Deshpande, Convener of the Committee, also 
inspected the records of several families in the possession of private persons 
m Nagpur, Sindkhed, Deoolagaon Raja and Ellichpur and arrangements 
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were being made b}"^ the Committee to get manuscrij)t copies of valuable 
documents that -vrere in their possession. Another member of the Committee 
was deputed to examine the old famity records in the iiossession of i^Iuliamma- 
dan families at Burhanpur and his report I’ovealed the existence of a number 
of valuable documents and manuscripts some of which date back to 
the reign of Emperor Humajnui. Among the most imi>ortant findt> were 
the works of Kliwaja jMahamood Gawan and Dara Sikoh, one manuscript 
dealing with medicine and dedicated to Emperor Hnma;\mn in 946 A.H, 
and a copy of tlie Quran, which has got tlie handwriting of Mahmood of 
Gazni. 

The West Bengal & Assam Committee examined the 18th Centin'v i eeords 
in the Higli Court wl)ich was undertaken by them last year. The Committee 
submitted a report on the Nizaraut Pension Paper and translations of somt; 
Persian papers on tlie trial of iVGrza Jan “ Tuppish” in 1800 for treasonable 
correspondence udth Zaman Shah of Kabul were made by the Committee. 
A photographic copy of the verdict of the Qazis and IMuftis in the trial was 
also obtained bj^- the Committee from the Pligb Court. A photographic 
reproduction of one of the oldest Bengali documents to be found in the pro- 
ceedings of the Jlayor's Court of Calcutta in 3757 was also obtained. 

The United Provinces Committee could i^ot do aiij’’ large scale survey 
work during the \'ear. Thej^ howevmr jDurchased some valuable liistorical 
documents and records through their various regional Sub-Committees 
out of the Government grant that was made to the Committee. These 
have since been transferred to the National Archives of India for 
custody. To Ihe Aligarli Branch goes the credit of acquiring 45 mami.scripts, 
mostly in Persian. TJie papers pertain mo.stly to the reign of Muhammad 
Shah and a few belong to the reign of Shah Alam and throw new light on 
the history of that period, not recorded by Ciironiclers. 

The Bihar Committee discovered many original documents and man- 
usciapts of consideraide historical importance. A research scholar of the 
Patna University was dejjuted h,v the Convener of the Committee to inspect 
the Government records in the Record Rooms of the Commissioner of Ranchi 
and Deputy Commis-siouers of Ranchi, Chaibassa, Purulia, Palamau and 
Hazai-ibagh to collect materials for his thesis on “ The Mutiny in Bihar and 
Ciiotanagpur The Committee also brought to light, a number of Sanskrit 
and Maitbili manuscripts, mostl3>' of literary value, wJiich will sui^ply in- 
teresting and important materials for uniting a cultural history' of Mithila. 
The search for Persian mauuscripts brought to light 28 Firmans and Per- 
wanhas bearing seals of Mughal Emperors, their Dhvans, S,uiahdars and 
other officials. Tlie Committee also examined the collection of a local school, 
in which was fotmd a manuscript aopy of the famous Masnavi Yiisvf Zalaikha 
of Jami, tlie last 27 pages of Avhich .contained copy of a despatch of Raja 



.Jugal ICisliore about the invasion of Nadir Shah. Other collection of the 
school includes 37 voluincs of Persian manuscripts of considerable historical 
and literary value, which include Jehangir Namah, Maktabat Allami, 
•Shah Alam xTama, a Persian translation of Mahabharat, Zafar Naina 
_ Taimuri, Zalar Naina, etc. The Convener of the Committee has been able 
to bring these manuscripts from the school and have kejit these in the 
Patna University Library. The Committee also came across a number 
of Imperial Finnans in the iiossession of a privmte person in Bhagalpur which 
includes Firmans of Akba-r, dated 1575 A.D., Azam Shah, Son of Ala.mgir, 
-dated 16S1 A.D., IMuhainmad Shah, dated 171S-19 A.D. Among other 
private collections e.xamined by the Committee were one at Sasaram, which 
include.s a manuscript containing the histoin' of the wars among Shah Jehan’s 
.sons for succession to the throne ; at Islampiu’, at Lakhmenia and Bari- 
bullia. Of the other manuscripts discovered hi* the Committee mention 
may be made of the follomug: copies of Shaikh Muhammad Wafa's History 
of Aliwardi Khan’s role in Bengal and Bihar, Tawarik Nadu, Rugaat Abul 
Faznl, etc. 

The Delhi Committee purchased some valuable manuscripts from some 
private persons which include.s — Insahi Dilklmsa, I'nshahi SJiang Dastor-ul- 
.Amal Akhar’s Court, W aqait-i-Kashmir , Makatehat-i-Ahiil-Fazal. Besides 
these a few Firmans have also been purchased by the Committee. 

The Jodhpur Committee examined about 50 Kharitas vnitten by British 
•Officers to Maharaja Mansingh of Jodhpur, which are preserved in the 
•Office of the Mu- Munshi at Jodhpur. Out of this, 18 I'elate to letters 
M'ritten bj’ the GoA^ernors-General of India. 

The Piidxikkottai Committee prepared English summaries of some of the 
important of the 36 copper plates relating to grants made by the Tondaimans 
and other Ruling houses of South India and had kept them in the Pudukko- 
ttai kluseum to make them accessible to research scholars. Mr. K. R. Ven- 
Icatarama Ayyar examined one old copper plate at Sattanur Avhich related 
to privileges conferred on Karala Vellalars during the years of anarchy 
in the 15th Centurj’. He also examined some old records belonging to 
■ a i)i'ominent resident of Mithilaipatti and some Sanskrit and Marathi 
recrods belong to His Holiness Sri Sankarachar 3 ''a of Kamakotipitham, 
Kumbakonam. In addition to this Professor D. V. Potdar Avas examining 
Tthe Marathi records of the State on behalf of the Survey Committee. 



APPENDIX G 

BjiGHELKHAXD HiSTOEXCAIi DeCOKDS COMMISSIOK 

Annual Report for lOiC-iT 

I have the lionoiir to report on the -working of the Baghelkhand His- 
torical Hecords Commission for the 3 'car 1946-47. 

As reported last year the scientific organisation of the Central Records 
Office is a desideratum. Persons -who handle old records and are engaged 
in their preservation should be trained in the late.st methods of archives keep- 
ing. Proper care and -vigilance should be exercised at the time of weeding of 
records. Records up to a certain period should he throAvn open to homfide 
scliolars for jxurposes of research. The Central Records Office .should be held 
along -v^ith archaeology by the same Minister v'ho holds the Baghellthand 
Historical Records Commission, that is, kCnister-In-Charge, Education. 
All those recommendations of the Commission remain to be implemented. 
The Commission also requested that the Saraswati Bhandar Library should 
have a scientifically prepared catalogue for the use of scholars but no atten- 
tion .seems to have been paid to it. 

A detailed survey of records could not be undertaken during the year. 
This cannot he done until scholars come forward to undertake the job for 
the Commission in the interest of Baghela historj^ As regards epigraphic 
records, ixnless the work of collection is systematically taken up by the De- 
partment concerned we cannot be in possession of authentic material on the 
history of ancient BagheUdiand. 

Pt. Ohintamani Malaviya has completed his free translation into English 
of the Virabhadra Champu and his summarj^ in English of the Kathasarit- 
sagar Vansha Wali. Both the works are awaiting publication. 

New additions were made to the library during the j’-ear. Among MSS 
acquired is the Govind Vinod of Tiwari Govind Prasad, a contemporary 
of Maharaja Raghuraj Singh, It gives a description of Rewa Capital in 
Hindi verse. The library acquired complete sets of the proceedings of the 
Indian History Congi’ess and the All-India Oriental Conference and of 
standard research journals of India like the Annals of the Bhandarkar Orien- 
tal Research Institute, Journal of the Ganganath Jha Research Institute, 
the New Indian Ajitiquaiy, Journal of the Biliar Re.search Society, the 
Bharatij'a Vidj^a, Bulletin of the Deccan College Research Institute, i\Iaha- 
koshal Historical Societ^^’s papers. The Library has a dozen Commemora- 
tion and Px-esentation A^olumes in English as well as Hindi, many original 
texl.s in Sanskrit, Persian, Prakrit, Hindi and Urdu, and catalogues of 
books and manuscripts in other libraries. Attempts were made to collect 
local publications and rare publicarions from outside as possible soxxrces 
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of Rewa history. Among rare publications are three volumes of EUiot and; 
Dowson’s History of India as told by its orvn Historians. 

We have to thanlr the Governments of Baroda and Indore, the Historj^ 
Officer of the Dhar State and the Oriental Institute, Ujjain (Gwalior State) 
who have been pleased to send us their pubhcations. 

The Office was kept during the year in the house of the Secretary. It 
is high time that suitable and sufficient accommodation is provided for the- 
office, library and research room of the Co mmi ssion. 


Sd. A. H. Nizami, 
Secretary. 



APPENDIX H 
EXTRACTS FROM THE 

RULES OF THE GENERAL AND HISTORICAL RECORDS OFFICE 
OF PORTUGUESE INDIA 
^ ^ ^ 

16. The admission to the reading room of tlie Archives for tlie purpose 
of maidng iiistorical investigations is allowed to the Portuguese with the 
previous leave of the Governor General, who can allow or deny it, provided 
the applicant specify in his application his name and residence as well as 
the subject he intends to study — 

(?) Foreigners wall only be admitted to eonduct re.searehes, provided 
they have passports or cards of identit3' used in their countries 
and after being introduced and recommended bj' the embassies, 
legations or consulates of their respective nations, 

(?'?) The permission to wliieh the present article refers, will be valid 
for three months. 

17. Reference works relating to the Librarj' of the archives will be per- 
mitted in the reading room without special requisition. 

18. An^^ document, codex, paper or book that maj' be removed from 
its respective place, mU be immediatety replaced b^^ a requisition slip on 
card board which indicates its exit and destination. 

19. The consultation of documents in the Ai'chives will be permitted 
three da.ys in the u'eck specified bj’’ the Chief of the Cabinet Secretariat on 
condition that the Archivist should alwaj'-s be present in the Reading Room 
when the readers arc there. 

20. Tlie removal of anj' document of the archives outside the Secretariat 
is expressly forbidden. 

21. The reader who causes damage to or the disappearance of any 
volume, manuscript or object of the Archives wiU be banded over to the 
proper authorit}' to be dealt with according to law. 

22. Precautions should be taken not to cause an}' damage to the jiapers 
■ from vhich copies are made or compared. 

2.3. Photographic copies ma}' be allowed onl.y under the special permission 
of the Governor General. 

N.B. One of copy of each photograph to which this ai-ticle refers shall 
be deposited in the Acliives. 

24. The Archivist can insist upon the examination of the portfolios and 
papers with which readers maj' leave the Reading Room. 

25. It is absolutelj' forbidden to smoke, to walk about, to read or talk 
loud!}' in the Reading Room, iu a manner Avhicli maj' inconvenience or dis- 

•tract tliose who read. 
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20. All who, in any way, utilize extract or publish documents, preserved 
in the Archives, are required to deposit in the same Ai’chives, within tliirtj' 
days from the date of publication, one copy of their prmted work in wliich 
thej^ utilise quote or translate documents of the above mentioned Archives. 

N.B. The provision m the present article will appl}^ to all historical 
works officiallj' pubhshed by the National Press of Nova Goa. 

27. One may work in the Ai-chives in day time alone. 

28. No one will be permitted to receive visitors or to conduct private- 
business in the Archives. 



APPENDIX I. 

‘List of documents 'purchased hy the National Archives of India from 

private oioners. 

From Mr. Girja Prasad Mathur, Retired teacher, Government 
School, Tvlahahirganj, Aligarh (Rs, 3,000). 

(1) A manuscript history of Aligarh and Mathura hy Munshi Sundar 
Lai. 

(2) Maharatta and Mughal farmans sanods and panuanas, 64 
documents. 

(3) Personal and private letters to Mr. G. P. Mathur and his daughter 
from ; — 

(i) Lady Fuller 60 documents from 1930 

(ii) Sir Bamphylde Fuller 8 „ up to 1948 

(4) JRoznamch — ^A diary of daily occurrences from 1792 to 1921 
■maintained by the Mathur family. 
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APPENDIX J 


LIST OF BOOKS AND PERIODICALS RECEIVED BY THE NATIONAL 

ARCHIVES OF INDIA 

Gboup I. — Presented hy Authors and Individuals. 

1. Indian Histoi\y Congress Exhibition — List of Exhibits. (Presented 
by K. K. Datta.) 

2. The Maldng of the Indian Constitution 1939-1947, Volume I, 1948. 
By Anil Chandra Banerjee. 

3. Dutch in Bengal and Bihar, 1740-1825 A.D. (1948). By Kahlmikar 
Datta. 

4. Indian Constitutional Documents, Volume I, 2nd Edition. Edited 
by A. C. Banerjee. 

5. All India Exhibition, Calcutta, 1948. Descriptive Catalogue of Ex- 
hibits in the Historical Section of the Newspapers and Periodicals Court. 
Edited by Amal Home. 

6. Lexicon of Travancore Inseriptions. Bj^ R. Vasudeva Poduval. 

7. Life and Life work of Shree Ahilya Bai Holkar. Edited by V. V. 
Thakur. 

Gkoot II. — Presented by the Learned Institutiom . 

1. Hingane Daftar, Part II — Edited by Ganesh Hari Kliare. (Bharata 
Itihasa Sanshodhaka Mandala, Poona). 

2. Simhagadh by G. H. Khare. (Bharata Itihasa Sanshodhaka Mandala, 
Poona). 

3. Selection from the Shastri Daftar 1799-1839. (Presented by the 
State Record Department, Baroda). 

4. Bulletin of the Baroda State Museum and Picture Gallery, Vol. HI 
Part II, 1946 edited by Dr. FI. Goetz. (Received from the Baroda State 
Museum and Picture Gallery, Baroda). 

5. Excavating Buried Treasure, 1945, bjr Rufus Graves Mather. (Presen- 
ted by the Harvard University Press, Cambridge). 

- 6. Archives Year Book for South African History, 1945. (Received 
from Union of South Africa). 

7. Guide to the Manuscripts Preserved in the Pubhc Record Office Vol 
II, 1924 by M. S. Giuseppi. (Presented by the Public Record Office 
London). 
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S. Catalogue of Jlanuscripts and other objects in the Museum of the 
Public Record Office, 1948. (Presented the Pubfic Record Office, 
London). 

9. Social and Economic LIistor\' of the Hellenistic World, Volumes 
I-III, b\^ M. Rostovtzeif. 

10. Nusantara — A History of the East Indian Ai'chipelago bj" Bernard 

H. M. Vlekee. 

11. Some Histoi ians of Modern Europe bj’’ Bernadotte. E. Schmitt. 

12. Methodology" of the Social Sciences bj^ Felix Kaufmann. 

13. Pliotographic Re-produetion for Libraries by Herman M. 
Fu.ssler. 

14. Administration of the American Public Librarj’^ by'’ E. D. McDiarmid' 
and John McDiarmid. 

15. Annual Report of the Libi-arian of Congress for tlie Fiscal y’-ear 
ending June, 1946. 

10. American Public Library' Building. Its Planning and Design etc. 
by Joseph L. Vfiieeler. 

17. O. P. klarket — ^A subject Dkectoiy to the Specialities of the Out- 
of-Print Book Trade. By' Scott Adams. 

18. Books published in U.S.A., 1939-43. 

19. Journal of Modern History', 20 Issues, 1942-46. 

(Nos. 9-19 ftom the American Library Association through the Ministry 
oj Education, Government of India). 

20. North Carolina Historical Review, Vol. XXV. No. I, January 194S 
(Received from State Department of Archives and History, Raleigli, 
X. C.). 

21. Second Report of the Saskatchewan Ai chives for the Period June 

I. 1946 ro May" 31, 1947. (Complimentary' copy from the Archives Board 
of Saskatchewan, Office of the Saskatchewan Archives, University of 
Saskatchewan, Saskatoon). 

22. Twelfth Annual Rejmrt of the Archivist of the United States, 
194.3-4G. 

23. The National Archive.s, References Informed Circulars No. .34 
1948. 

24. National Archiv-es Accessions Nos. 25, 26, 27, 29 and 30. 

25. The National Archives, Staff Liformation Circulars No. 10, Sep- 
tember, 1940. 
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(N'os. 22-25 from the National Archives, Washington). 

26. Central African Archives — In Retrospect and Prospect, 1935-47, 
i(CompIimentary cop3^ from the Chief Archivist, Central African Archives, 
Sahsbuiy, S.R.) 

27. Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies, Uni- 
versitj^ of London, Vol. XII, Part II, 1948. (Received from the School 
of Oriental and African Studies, University of London). 

28. UNESCO Bulletin for Libraries, April 1948. 

29. UNESCO Courrier. 


(Nos. 2S-29 received from the Head of the Libraries Section UNNSGO, 
Paris). 

30. Government Document Bibliography in the United States, 3rd 
Edition, 1942. 


31. Aut'lior Entry for Government Publications, 1941. 


32. A Guide to the Official Publications of the other American Re- 
publics. 13 Volumes ; — 


I. Ai’gentina. 

II. Bolivia. 

III. Chile. 

in’". Costa Rica. 

V. Cuba. 

VI. Dominican Republic. 
Vn. Ecuador. 


Vm. El Salvador. 

IX. Haiti. 

X. Honduras. 

XI. Nicaragua. 

XII. Panama. 

XIII. ParaguajJ-. 


33. La Ricerca Scientifica (Marzo-April 1948). 

34. The Library of Congress, Information Bulletin (a few Issues) 
947-48. 

35. The Library of Congress, Quarterly Journal of Current acquisi- 
ions, February 1948. 

36. The United States Quarterly Book List, June, September and 
ecember, 1947 with Index, March, 1948. 

(Nos. 30-36 received from the Library of Congress, Washington). 

37. The Topasses of Timor hy Maj. C. R. Boxer. (Received from 
idisch Instituant, Amsterdam). 

38. Les Miniatures Indiennes Du Musee Du Louvre, Par Ivan Sto- 
oukine {Libraine Ernest Leroux, Paris). 

39. Direction Des Bibhotheques Code De Catalogage Des Imprimes 
mmuns. (Association Francaise De Normafisation 23, rue N.D. des 
ctories Paris 20) through Mme. Souzanne Briet. Bibliotheque Nationale, 


ns. 



40. Harvard Library Bulletin,. Vol. II, Ho. I, Winter, 1948. Present, 
ed by tire Harvard University Library, Cambridge 28, IMassaclrusetts. 

41. Twenty-sixtli Annual Report of the Institute of Historical Research, 
August, 1946 to July, 1947. 

42. Theses supplement Number 9 of the Institute of Historical Re- 
search, June/, 1947.r 

{Nos. 41~4Z Presented by the Institute of Historic al Research, University 
of Londoh,. 

Grotxp III . — Presented hy the Governments 

1. Presented by Publications Division, hlinistry of Information and 
Broadcasriiig,, Government of India, Old Secretariat, Delhi : — 

Soviet Central Asian Republics. 

Ma3’^-dune, 1947. 

July-September, 1947. 

October-Decembei', 1947. 

Januaij -March, 1948. 

2. Presein/od by the Deirartment of Archaeology, Archaeological Survey" 
of India, Lew Delhi : — 

{a) Epigraphia Indica Vols. XI-XXVI, 1912-1941. (Incomplete). 
(6) Epigraphia Indo-Moslemica 1913-14 to 1937-38. (Incomplete). 

(c) Archaeological Survey of India Armual Reports 1911-12, 1915-10 . 

1916-17, 1917-18, 1918-19, 1919-20, 1920-21, 1922-23. (Incomplete). 

(d) Slemoirs of the Archaeological Survey' of India, No. 45 Biblio- 

graphy^ of Indo-Moslem History’^ etc. by^ Zafar Hasan. 

Memories of the Archaeological Survey of India No. 47. Record 
of all the Quaranic and Non-Historical Epigraphs on the 
protected monuments in the Delhi Province. 

(c) Guide to Nalanda by A. Ghosh, 1946. 

(f) List of Muhammadan and Hindii Monuments in the Delhi Province, 
4 vols. 

* Presented by* the Central Secretariat Library. 

Report of the Rehgious Education Committee of the Centi-al Advisory- 
Board of Education in India 1945 (Pamphlet No. 33). 



APPENDIX K 


List oi' Exhibits 

MANUSCRIPTS ON PALM LEAP AND BIRCH BARK, ETC. 

1. Gita Qovinda : a palm-leaf manuscript illustrated with pain- 
tings. Lent hj?’ the Government of Orissa. 

2. Cliitra Vanodhya ; a palm-leaf manuscript with illustration in pain- 
tings. Lent bj’ the Government of Orissa. 

3. Gita Govinda : ( few leaves ) bj'' Kaviraj Chakra vart 3 ^, court-poet 
of Ahom King Rudra Sinha (1696-1714 A.D.). This manuscript is written 
on Sasi bark and is profusety illustrated, depiciting the scenes of amours of 
Radlia and Kh-ishna. The illustrations are in water colour. Lent by the 
Assam Provincial Museum, Gauhati. 

4. Bhagavata Book. X Part I (three leaves) by Shri Shankar Dev. 
This manuscript is ■written on Sasi bark in Assamese verse and is illustrated. 
The copy was made in Saka 1687 (1765 A.D.). It described the birth and 
exploits of Sri Krishna and the miracles performed by him. Lent by the 
Assam Pro-plncial Museum, Gauhati. 

5. Vinaya Pitaka : Gilgit Manuscript on birch-bark (181 leaves). 
This manuscript was probably ■written in the 7th Centur 3 ^ Lent by the- 
Government of Jammu and Kashmir. 

6. Shrimadhagavatam b}’’ Vyasadeva. The manuscript is on Aguru 
(aloe) wood in Bengali script. Its speciality lies in the material on which 
it is -written. Lent by the National Library of India, Calcutta. 

PARISIANS, PARWANAS, SANADS, ETC. 

7. Farman of Sultan Abu Said, grand-father of Babar, dated A.H. 868: 
(A.D. 1463), confirming Saiyjdd Shadi and Sharaful-Mulk as MutwaUis of 
a tomb. Lent by the Archaeological Museum, Red Port, Delhi. 

8. Farman of Emperor Alcbar dated 1561, granting 1,431 bighas and 
8 biswas of land, one hundred rupees cash and one rupee daily allowance for 
the maintenance of a tomb at Sohna (Gurgaon District). Lent by the Archaeo- 
logical Museum, Red Fort, Delhi. 

9. Farman of Emperor Alcbar dated A.H. 979 (A.D. 1571). Orders the- 
Qazi of Gopamau for restoration of Qazi Kamal, who was illegally dismissed, 
and to compensate him in cash. Lent by the Muslim University Library, 
Aligarh. 

10. Farman of Emperor Jahangir dated 1622, conferring 130 bighas of 
land in Panipat on Aimna Begum, daughter of Shaikh Abdur Rahim for her 
maintenance. Lent by the Archaeological Museum,' Red Port, Delhi. 

113 
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IL Farman of Emperor Shah Jahan with the seals of the Emperor and 
Pi-jncoDara Shiltoh, dated A.H. 1063 (A.D. 1652), confirming ‘inadad-i- 
maash’ (maintenance) land tenures in Bilgramin favour of the children of 
■Qazi Muneem and ordering Shah Beg, Governor of Liickno-^v sarkar, to restore 
the ‘ banias ’ of Sharfuddinpur ejected by turbulent zamindars. Lent by 
the Muslim University Library, Aligarh. 

12. Sanad dated A.H. 1066 (A.D. 1657) from Mujd-ud-Daula Abdul 
Majid and Saij^dd Umar Khan, officials of Emperor Aurangzeb, permitting 
Sharifa Bano Begum and others to retain possession of 50 bighas of land in 
Pargana Melnabad (Panjab). Lent by the Archaeological Museum, Bed 
Fort, Delhi. 

13. Farman of Shah Alam dated 44th regnal year endondng a rent-free 
tenure of 32 bighas of land near Koil to General Perron, Commander-m-Chief 
of Sindhia’s European brisades. Lent by the Muslim Umversity Library, 
Aligarh. 

14. Parwana of Daulat Bao Sindliia dated 1208 Fasli corresponding to 
44th regnal year granting 50 bighas of land in Bhamola, a village north- 
west of Aligarh City, to General Perron. Lent by the Muslim University 
Library, Aligarh. 

15. Warrant issued bj^ Najawat Ali Shah, an officer of Akbar Shah II, 
for the arrest of a thief named Gulab, dated 29th June, 1809. Lent by the 
Archaeological Museum, Red Fort, Delhi. 

16. Marriage Deed oi hCrza Shahab-ud-Din and Madari Begum, executed 
in A.H. 1241 (A.D. 1826) under the seal of Qazi Mirza Klialil-m-Eehman. 
The mairiage portion was five laldis of rupees, one-third of which was 
prompt and the rest deferred. The deed was found in the Delhi Palace 
after its capture on 20 September 1857. Lent by the Archaeological 
Museum, Red Fort, Delhi. 

PRE-BRITISH INDIA : PERSIAN MANUSCRIPTS 

17. Mir' at-nl- Alam by Bakhtawar Khan Khwajasara of Alamgir (A.D. 

1685). Fol. 284 ; size ; ; 10"x8J" . A compendium of Eastern 

history and biography from the earliest times to the reign of Aurangzeb 
compiled in A.H. 1078 (A.D. 16671. Important portions of this work relate 
“to the history of first ten years of Alamgirls reign and biographies of some 
couitiers. The manuscript which is in fair Indian nastaliq was trans- 
cribed in the third year of the reien of Muhammad Alcbar Shah II. Lent 
by the Rarapur State Librarj’-. 

18. Mir'at-i-J ahan Numa by Muhammad Baqa of Saharanpur (A.D. 
1682). Fol. 069 ; size : lU/x6^ ; 7J''x8f' ; transcribed by Haji Mir Mu- 
hamraad Salim. A general history of the world from the earliest times to 
A.H. 1094 (A.D. 1682). The manuscript is ^vritten in Indian nastaliq. Lent 
by the Rampur State Library. 
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19. Mir’at-i-Aftab Numa Shahnawaz Khan of Delhi (A.D. 1807). 
Fol. 511 ; size : llj"x6-|"; 8-J-"x4-|-". A compendium of general history^ 
biographical notes and geography from the earhest times to' the forty- 
fifth regnal year of Shah Alam (A.D. 1802). The work was written hi 
1803. The manuscript is in fair Indian nastaliq and ivas transcribed in the 
third year of the reign of hluhammad Akbar Shah II, in the house of Kai 
Kushal Chand Kajmstha in Delhi. Lent by the Rampur State Library. 

20. Zafar Namali bj'’ Sharaf-ud-Din Ahmad Ali Yazdi (A.D. 1445). 
Fol. 368; size 9|"x6"; 7J"x4|"; transcribed by Hasan bin Hussam, 
better known as Majd-al-Mudahhib in A. H. 843 (A.D. 1439). This work 
is the well knoum history of the life and exploits of Timur from his birth 
(A.D. 1335) to his death in A.D. 1404. It is stated in the preface that the 
Zafar Namah was composed in A.H. 823 (A.D. 1424). The manuscript was 
transcribed in the author’s native citj”^ of Yazd and is in elegant Persian nas- 
taliq ivithin gold and coloured borders. Lent by the Rampur State Library. 

21. Matla-iis-8addain b 3 '- Abd-ur-Razzaq Samarqandi (A.D. 1482). 
Fol. 510 ; Size : 9|"x7" ; 7J"x5|" ; transcribed by Qasim Ali Turbati in 
A.D. 1697. A historj^ of the Timurids from the birth of Abu Said Bahadur 
Klian in 1304 to 1470 and composed b.y the author in the latter year. 
The manuscript is in good Persian nastaliq. Lent by the Rampur State 
Library. 

22. Tabaqat-i-Akhari bj’’ Nizam-ud-Din Harwai (A.D. 1594). Fol. 

226 ; Bize : 8f"x5f". A well known general historj’- of 

India from the Muhammedan conquest to the author’s time. The 
worn IS the earliest of the general histories of India in Persian and serves as 
the basis for later works. The manuscript ivas transcribed in A.D. 1631 
in shikastah-amiz -nastaliq with headings in red. Lent by the Rampur State 
Library. 

23. 3£untakhab-z(t-Tawarikh by MuUa Abdul-Qadir of Badaun (A.D. 

1596). Fol. 373 ; size : 9 J"x5" ; 6f"x3£". A general history of In- 

dia from the time of Ghaznawids down to Alcbar’s fortieth regnal year. The 
work is pubhshed in the Bibliotheca Indica Series (3 volumes ; Calcutta, 
1868-69). The manuscript is in Indian naskh within gold and blue borders. 
Lent by the Rampur State Librar^’^. 

24. Tarikh-i-Arif Qandhari by Haji Muhammad Arif Qandhari. Fol. 
115 ; size ; 9'’x6" ; 6"x3i". This unique manuscript bj^ a contemporary 
who was in the service of Baham Khan, describes the history of Emperor 
Alibar from his birth upto 1580. The work has often been referred as an 
authority bj^ Firishta and bj?- Munshi Sarup Chand in his Sahih-ul-Akhbar 
and it deals -with all the imnortant events of Akbar’s reign up to 1580. 
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‘Tlie manuscript is in fair Persian nastaliq within gold and blue border* irith 
lieadings in red. Lent bj'^ the Eampur Stale Library. 

25. Akhar Namah by Abdul Fazl (A.D. 1602). Fol. .370 3 Size .11^ y 
7^"; 8" X 4J". This is a tran.script of the well-knoAvn liistory of Akhar includ- 
ing an account of his predecessors. The manuscript is in good Persian nastaliq 
•within gold and black borders. Lent by the Pampur .State Library. 

26. Acnnff/? b}’^ Abdul-Hamid Lahori (A.D. 1655), Pol. 486; size; 

ll;}"x6J"; S2"x42". This is a history of Emperor Shah Jahan. The first 

two volumes of the work liave been pubhslied in Bibliotheca Indica .Series 
(Calcutta, 1867-1868). The manuscript is in fair Indian nastaliq within 
■double red and blue borders. Lent 63’^ the Rampur State Library. 

27. Alamgir Nmvah 63'^ Muhammad Kazinr (A.D. 1681). Pol. 380 : size ; 

12"x7f'' ; 82"x5i". It is a histor3’ of the fir,st terr 3-ears of the reign of 

Aurangzeb. The work has beeir i>ublished in Biblotheca Iirdica .Series 
(Calcutta, 1SG5-1868). The inairuscript rvas transcribed at the instance of 
jVIirza Azam .Shall the third sorr of Aurarrgzeb, in the fort3’'-eighth 3.'ear of the 
Emperor’s reign. It is hr ordiirar3’' Irrdian nastaliq -with headings in red. 
Lent hr the Rampiir State Library. 

28. Safar Namoh-i-II'itlMis b3’’ Anand Ram Mukhh's (A.D. 1750). Pol. 
■62 ; size : 9J"x5£" ; 7"x3^". This work is a narrative of the author’s 
hunting trip with Emperor Muliammad Shah (1719-1748) in 1745, The 
manuscript which is iir author’s owir hand contains coloured drawings attri- 
buted to an artist named Gowardhan. It is Avritten in nimshikasta rvitliin 
broad gold and coloured borders, 

29. Waqa-i-Alamsliahi by KmrAvar Prem Kisbore Piraqi. Pol. 70 ; 

size : 8^" X 5" : (5" x 2|". This is a histor3^ of .Shah Alam from 1753 to 17S4. 

Tire cop3- Ava.s trairseribed at Patna by the author’s cousin PTand Kishore. 
The marruscript is writterr irr shika.-.tah. Lent by the Rampur .State Lib- 
rarr-. 

30. Daslitanhu by Mirza Ghalib of Delhi (A.D. 1869). Pol. 31 ; size : 

11" X 7" ; 7|"x4£", The work is a history of the “Indian Mntin3r” (1857- 

58). It Avas published hr 1865. The manuscript is -written in fair Indian 
nastaliq. Lent b3.' the Rampur State Library. 

31. Mahhzan-i -Afghani b3’^ KhAA'ajah Niaraat-Ullab HaraAA’i. Pol. 159 ; 

size : 115"x6|" ; 9"x4l". This Avork is an important history of the 

Afghans VTrtten at the request of Mian Haibat Khan bin .Salim Khan ICar 
of .Samanah and dedicated to Khan-i-Jahan Pir Mohammad who, rebelling 
against Shah Jahan, atos killed in an engagement Avitlr the royal troops irr 
1630. The marruscript is AATitten in fair Indian nastaliq. Lent 63^ the Ram- 
pur State Librai^y. 
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32. Khulamtia-Ansab 'bj^- Hafiz Rahmat Khan (A.D. 1774). Eol. 115 ; 
size: 8J"x5"; 6J" X 3J". This is^an account of the geneology of the 
Afghan tribes composed in 1770. The author, the well kno^ra Rohilla 
chief, died when fighting against Shuja-ud-Daulah of Oudh in 1774. The 
manuscript is transcribed in fair Indian nastaliq within double red and blue 
borders. Lent b;\r the Rampur State Librarj'^. 

33. Aliwal-i-Abdali by Gliulam Hasan Bilgrami. Fol. 10 ; size ; 8" X 

41" ; 7" X 3-1". This Avork is the author’s memoirs of the invasion of India 

bj^ Ahmad Shah Abdali and his campaign against the Marathas. It was 
composed at Allahabad at the request of Capt. Jonathan Scott, Persian 
Secretary to Wari'en Hastings. The last folio of this work contains a Hindi 
poem. The manuscript is written in shikastah. Lent by Rampur State 
Librarjn 

34 br" Muhammad Azam (A.D. 1765). Fol. 358; size : 

71" X 4-1" ; 5" X 2|". A history of Kashmir from the earliest times to 1747. 

There is an incomplete Urdu translation of the work by Munshi Ashraf Ali, 
lithographed m Delhi in 1846. The manuscript is in fair Indian nastaliq. 
Lent bj’- Rampur State Librarjn 

35. Asrar-^il-Ahrar also called Asrar-ul-Fukra by Maulana Daud Mush- 

kauti Kashmiri (A.D. 1586). Fol. 333 ; size : 7"x3J" ; 51"x2J". 

The author was a contemporary of Sultan Yusuf Shah Tsak (1579-1586). 
He calls himself “ Daud Mushkauti bin Masud bin Firoz Gori Kashmiri ”. 
It gives concise and correct life-sketches of Muhammadan Saints who flou- 
rished m Kashmir from the reign of Sultan Sikandar (1374-1416) up to the 
occupation of Kashmh’ by Alcbar in 1586. The manuscript is written in 
shikasta, but the rate of transcription is not Imown. Lent by the Government 
■of Jammu and Kashmir. 

36. Diivan-i-Sarfi Kashmiri by Shaikh A'aqub Sarfi Kashmiri (dated 25 
July 1595). Fol. 152 ; size : 9f"x6" ; 7|"x4". Sarfi was a great traveller, 
theologian and poet. He became the spiritual successor to Sheilch Hussaini 
of Khurasan ; and is also remembered as the second Jami. He in fact 
assisted the • establishment of Mughal rule in Kashmir under Akbar. The 
manuscript is a recently transcribed copy done in 1916 bj' Abrd-Kamali 
of Srinagar. It is in fair shilcasta. Lent by the Government of Jammu 
■and Kashmir. 

37. 3Iajmu-ut-Tawarilcli by Pandit Birbal Kachru. Fol. 344 ; size : 
'9-|"X ei"; 7" X 3 This manuscript of the history of Kashmir was trans- 
cribed in Bficrami 1971 (A.D. 1914) by an anonymous copjdst. Pandit 
Birbal Kachru was a scion of the well known Kashmiri Brahman 
Kachru familj'^ of Rainawari. He was a contemporary of the period Avhich 
brought .about the overthrow of Durrani rule in Kashmir, and the occupa- 



118 


tion of the Yalley in 1819 by the array of Maharaja Ran jit Singh. His his- 
tory begins from the desiccation, of the valley" and ends wth its occupation 
by Maharaja Gulab Singh in 1846. It is an important fragment for the his- 
tory of Kashmir under the Sildis (1819-46). The manuscript is in fair 
shilcasta. Lent by the Government of Jammu and Kashmir. 

38. Tmvarihli-i-Kashmir, bj' Maulvi Hasan Shah Kashmin’, Pol. 475; she 
91" X 01 " ; 6|" X 4'". A political historj'^ of Kashinii- fi-om the earh'est times 
up to the end of the reign of Maharaja Ranbir Singh (1885). Hasan Shah of 
Khuhama, Baramulla, Kashmir, died in tlie early 20th century in the reign 
of Maharaja Partaj) Singh (1885-1925). He was by profession a haldm and 
by choice a historian of repute. The great merit of his work lies in first, 
supplying us an eyewitness account of the period from 1850 to 1910 and, se- 
conds, for the use he had made of some Muhammadan works, for tlio period 
before his oum time, wliich are non-existent. Tlie copy is transcribed in fair 
shUvasta on Kashmiii paper. Lent bj'' the Govei-nmeiit of Jammu and 
Kashmir. 

39. Sfiir-o-SJiakar by Pandit Daya Ram. This manuscript is the 
memoirs of the author bearing on the affairs of He Boign, Perron, Louis 
Bourguien, George Thomas and the Marathas. It also includes an account 
of the negotiations which took place between IMetcalfe and Ranjit Singh and 
the latter’s expeditions to Kashmir and Bliimber etc. Lent b 3 ’' Sardar 
Ganda Singh, Amritsar. 

40. SJier Singh Namah or the Hdlai-i-Punjah bj' Muhammad Kaqi Pesha- 
wari. The manuscript is a liistoiy of the State of Lahore from the death of 
Ranjit Singh to the assassination of Sher Singli and the accession of IMaha- 
raja Dalip Singh, eoveiing tlie period from 1839 to 1843. Lent bj' Sai’dar 
Gauda Singh, Amritsar. 

RECORDS PROM THE NATIONAL ARCHH^ES OE INDIA 
(i) PoniTiCAU History 

41. An English copj*^ of the Parman from the Mughal Emperor Shah 
Alam granting the Diwani of the ju’ovinces of Bengal, Bibar and Orissa to 
the East India Compam^, Home Public Cons. 9 September 1 765 ; No. 
2 (Photograjihic copj-). 

42. Cop 3 " of an agreement between the East India Companj^ and the 
Nawab of Mnrshidabad, the previous Diwan, in consequence of the Parman 
granted to the Compan 3 ’ for the Diwani of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa, Home 
Public Cons. 9 September 1765 , No. 3. (Photographic Cop 3 ^). 

43. An autograph letter from Lord Clive dated 19 Januar}* 1767 inti- 
mating his intention to return home that season on account of bad health 
and as tlie Compan 3 ’’s territories had been completely pacified. The docn- 
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ment also includes a i^lan for the establishment of a fund udth the legacy of 
fire lakhs of rupees bequeathed to him by Nawab Mir Jaffar and of three - 
lakhs by Nawab Najim-ud-Dowlah for the benefit of the invalids and widows 
of tJie Company’s soldiers. Home Public Cons. 20 Januarj^ 1767, 
jSTo. 6 . (Photographic Copj’). 

44. An autograph letter from Warren Hastings, dated 7 Sep- 
tember 1773, stating that he had concluded an agreement with the Nawab 
"Wazir of Oudh by which the districts of Kora and Allahabad are ceded 
to the latter on condition of his jiaying fifty lakhs of rupees to the Com- 
pany, tliat the Wazir has engaged to pay the whole expense of the Company’s 
forces which may march to his assistance at his requisition in future and that 
he has obtained a renewal and formal confirmation of the Wazir’s former en- 
gagements with Paja Chait Singh. Foreign Secret Cons. 23 September 
1773, No. 3 (Photographic Cop 3 '). 

45. Translation of a friendly' letter from Nawab Shuja-ud-Dowlab, Avrit- - 
ten ju.st before his death, requesting the English to support his son, Nawab 
Asaf-ud-Daula. Foreign Secret Cons. 6 February 1776, No. 5. 
(Photographic CojDr'). 

46. A letter in Persian from the Mughal Emperor Shah Alam to Lord 

Cornwallis requesting that as the rebel Ghulam Qadir Khan is bent on ruining 
the Kingdom His Lordhsip should order the English troops stationed at 
Daranagar to attack the Mahals of the mischief-maker so that he may return 
to his fief in order to protect his ovm interests and urges on His Lordship 
to repair to the royal presence immediate] 3 ^ Bears the Emperor’s own 
handvTiting in pencil at the top. (Trs : “ Full particulars will be repre- 

sented by Ghulam Ali Khan ”). Foreign Persian, 4 October 1787, No. 
503. (Original). 

47. A letter in Persian from Ali Ibrahim Khan, Judge at Banaras, re- 
porting that the Marathas have released Shah Alam from the room in which 
he was confined after having teen blinded by Ghulam Qadir. Bears the seal '< 
of Ali Ibrahim Khan at the bottom. Foreign Persian 24 October 1788, 
No. 501 (Original). 

^8 A letter in Persian from Nana Farnavis, Minister of the PeshAva, 
to the Governor- General requesting him to send military assistance to the 
Pe-shwa and the Nizam against Tipu Sultan. Bears the seal of Nana Far- 
navis. Foreign Persian 14 November 1785, No. 94. (Photographic Copy). 

49. Letter in Persian from Eaghunath Eao thanking the Gvernor- 
General for sending reinforcements to assist the Bomba 3 '^ Government in his 
behalf. Bears the Awiter’s signature. Foreign Persian 0. E. 16 December 
1778, No. 144. (Original). 
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50. A letter from Nana Farnavis to the Governor-General reportiir^ that, 
■the Peslnva 3Tadho Eao II died on 1 3 Rabi (27 October 1795) iti consequence 
of injuries received from a fall. Bear.s his seal. Foreign Pei&iaii 0. R. 
23 November 3795, No. 353. (Photographic copy). 

53. A letter in Persian from Banlat Eao Sindhia to tlie GoA-enior- ■ 
•General informing him tliat Eao Baji Eao, the elder son of Eagbimalh Eao, 
lias been installed Pehsiva in .succession to Madho Eao v.lio is dead. He fur- 
ther adds that Nana Farnavis did not agree to the measure out of .selfi.sh 
motives, but had to acquiesce when he found that none of the cliiefs would 
support liim. Bears a .small bcautifid seal of Daulat Eao Sindhia. Foreign 
Pensian O. R. 9 September 1796, No. 328. (Original). 

52. A letter in Persian from Nizam Ali Khan, Nizam of Hyderabad, 
to the Governor-General intimating that he has made over to Capt, Kirh 
Patrick copies of correspondence -whieh passed between him and Tipu 
Sultan. Bears the Seal of the Nizam. Foreign Persian 10 February 1799, 
No. 19 (Photograhic Copy). 

53. An autogi'ajih minute of Sir John Shore, dated 18 February 1795 
containing a consideration of the iiolicy, which should be adopted by the 

Government in the event of a war between the iMarathas and the Nizam 
and what part the Government is bound to take if Tipu vSultan should attack 
the Territories of the Nizam, during hostilities between that Prince and the 
Pe.shwa, either as a confederate of the Marathas or independentlj' Fo- 
reign Political Cons. 20 February 1795, No. 25 (Photographic Copy). 

54. A letter in Persian from Maharaja Krisbnaraja Wodeyar of My.sore 

• expressing his deep gratitnde to Goveiaior-Gcnoral on being released liom 
his confinement and being placed on the masnad of his ancestors after the 
victory of the English over Tipu at Seringapatam. Bears a round .seal of 
the :\raliaraja. Foreign Persian O. E. 12 July 1799, No. 198. (Photo- 
graphic copy). 

55. Letter from Lord Lake, dated 17 January 1800., to the Governor- 
General expressing his views regarding the political arrangements to he made 
with the Sikh chieftains west of the Jumna. He felt that genera] control 
should he maintained by the British Goveimment over these territories to 
•save the Company from the hazard of another w^ar ■\Hth the ]\rarathas. 
Foieign Secret Cons. 6 Februaiy 1806 , No. 15. (Photographic copy). 

56. Letter in Persian from Muhammad Shah of Persia, congratiilating 
Lord IMinto on his assumption of the office of Governor-General at Calcutta 

• and .stating that cordial relations have been existing for long between the 
English and the Shahs of Persia. Foreign Persian O. B. 25 September 
1807, No. 48o-A. (Original), 
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07. An antogra}Dh minute of Lord Minto, dated 30 January 1808 pro- 
posing to appoint Lt. Col. John Malcolm as his Political Agent to proceed 
•on a mission to the Persian Gulf and to the Turkish Dominions in Arabia for 
the purpose of endeavouring to alienate from their attachement to the in- 
terests of Prance those states of Asia which were disposed to support her 
designs against the British Dominions in India. Foreign Secret and Sepa- 
rate Cons. 30 January 1808, No. 11. (Photographic Copj^). 

58. An autograph minute of Lord Minto, dated 17 June 1808, sta- 
tmg his views uijon the progressive activity of the intrigues and exertions of 
the French Embassy in Persia directed against the British possessions in 
Lndia and proposing to despatch Envo 3 '^s to the Court of Kabul and Lahore. 
He recommended Mountstuart Elphinstone to the former and Charles Met- 
•calfe to the latter jjosition. Foreign Secret and Separate Cons. 20 June 
1808, No. 2. (Photographic copj'^). 

59. A letter in Persian from Maharaja Ranjit Singh of Lahore, stating 
that in accordance vuth the Governor- General's instructions he will accord 
everj' possible assistance to Elphinstone when the latter passes through 
his territorj' on his waj' back from Peshawar. Bears the seal of the Mahara- 
ja. Foreign Persian O. R. 28 JuK 1809, No. 400 (Photographic copjO- 

60. A letter from the INIaharaja of Nepal congratulating the Governor- 
General on the success of the English fleet in Egypt noting with pleasure that 
Jhe Sultan of Turkey and the Czar of Russia have joined the English as act- 
ive allies. Bears the sea] of the Maharaja. Foreign Persian 0. R. 28 Septem- 
ber, 1799 ,No. 286 (Original). 

61. General Order bj' the Governor-General in Council dated 11 Febru- 
ary, 1812 expressing his admiration and airp]au.se ferthe splen.did achieve- 
ments of the arm^’ under the command of His Excellenej’' Sir Samuel 
Auchniut^^, the Commander-in-Chief of the expedition against the Freneh 
In Java congratulating the Indian troops of the Bengal Army who had dis- 
tinguished themselves bj' then' valour in the most trj^ing scenes of the war , 
announcing the commemoration of the victory’’ bj'^ the distribution of medals 
to troops and by erecting and consecrating, at the Governor-General’s own 
■expense, a memorial to the memorj'- of those who fell gloriousty in this 
■expedition as well as in the conquest of Bourborn and Mauritius. Bears the 
rsignatures of Lord Minto and the members of his Council. Home Public Cons. 
15 Februarj'^ 1812, No. 2. (Photographic copj^). 

62. A letter dated 16 March 1810 from the Resident at Delhi to the 
Secretary to the Governor-General intimating him abont the siege of Multan 
by Ranjit Singh’s forces, discussing the geographical position of the territorj’ 
■ of IMuItan and his apprehensions about the political designs of Ranjit Singh 
Avhich in his opinion “ was bj’^ no means desirable as it would connect him 
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with the Indus and enable liim to intrigue with any invador from the West- 
ward. ” Foreign Secret Cons. 3 April ISIO, iSTo. 4. (Photographic Coj)j'), 

63. Proclamation dated 29 IMareh 1849 issued by the Governor-General 
of India on the annexation of the Punjab to the British Empire in India. 
Foreign Secret Cons. 28 Aj)iil 1849, No. 21. (Photographic copj^). 

G4. Kliareeta in Persian from Maharani Lakshmi Bai of Jhansi to the 
Governor- Gen oral dated 19 July 1854, stating that the case relating to hcr 
state has been decided bj' the Government in the absence of her agent whereas 
the regulations of the Government require the presence of the j^arties con- 
cerned even to a petty suit at the time of the decision. Beque.sts that the 
copies of the irapers slioving the reasons for which her state has been lusnined 
may be furnislied to her to enable her to submit a fresh statement of her 
claim. Foreign Political Cons. IS August 1854, No. .06. (Original). 

The memorial was rejected by the Government (Office Memo No. 3607 Fo- 
reign Deptt. IS l\Iay 1854). As is well known, the Rani became a power- 
ful leader of tiie “ Mutineer.s ■’ in 1857. 

65. Paper in Urdu relating to the Constitution of the Political Organisa- 
tion of the ^Mutineers. Mutinj' Papers, Bundle 57, Fol. 539. (Photographic 
copy). Of the numerous papers which throw interesting sidelights on the 
doings of the ^lutineers, the one, exhibited here, relating to the establish- 
ment of a Court of Mutineers, has a peculiar interest. The Constitution of 
the Court was faiily democratic and the Mutineers although engaged in ovqr- 
thronlng the British Government did not hesitate to use English expressions 
.such as “ President ”, “ Vice President ”, “ Secretary ”, etc. 

66. Proclamation in Urdu, issued bj' Nana Sahib, dated 13 Zilkim 1273- 
A. H. (6 July 1857) to incite the Indian troops . The style of the proclama- 
tion is exceedingly .simple and clear being evidentW intended for the com- 
mon people. Home Public Cons. 7 August 1857, No. 137. (Photographic- 
copy). 

67. Copy of a circular letter in Urdu published at Bareilly by the “Muti- 
neers ” inviting tlie Chiefs of Hindustan to make common cause against the 
Briti.sh wlio have been trying to convert the Hindus and i\Iussalmans to- 
Christianity by various means. IMutiny Papers, bundle 194, Fol. 30A-30B. 
(PhotograiDliic copy). 

OS. Proclamation by Q ueen Victoria to the people of India on assumption 
of the Government of India. Home Public Cons. .5 November 1858, No. 
2. (Photographic copy). 

(iz) Some Important Treaties 

69. Treaty entered into by the Nawab Wazir Shuja-Txd-Uaulah witln 
Warren Hastings on the 

September 1773 ; in Persian. English and Hindustani in Nagri charact 
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Treaty No. Ill (3). (Photographic Copy). The East India Companj^ con- 
-sidering it expedient to preserve the dominions of the Nawab Wazir as a 
barrier against the Marathas restored all his territories in 1765 except Kora 
•and Allahabad which were given to Emperor Shah Alam. But after some time 
the Emperor put himself under the protection of the Marathas who placed 
him on the throne of Delhi as a titular ruler. Tliejr also secured the cession of 
Kora and Allahabad from him ; but the Companj^ regarded it as a violation 
of the treaty of 1765 bj^ which these districts were bestowed upon the Em- 
peror for the suj)port of his dignity and expemses. As the Emperor had aban- 
doned their possession thej’ were transferred in 1773 for a sum of 50 lakhs of 
ruijees to the Nawab Wazir who at the same time agreed to 23ay to the 
■Companj^ Rs. 2,10,000 2 )er month for each brigade of English troops that 
might be used for his assistance. 

70. Treaty executed by Nawab Wazir Asaf-ud-Daula with Warren Has- 
tings and the Members of the Supreme Council on his accession to the masnad 
of Oudli, dated 21 May 1775 ; in Persian, English and Hindustani in Nagri 
■characters. Treaty No. Ill (4). (Photograhic Copy). In 1775 Nawab 
Wazir Shuja-ud-Daula died and was succeeded by his son Asaf-ud-Daula. 
On tliis occasion a new treaty was concluded confirming Asaf-ud-Daula in 
the possession of Kora and Allahabad, raising the payment for British 
troops to Rs. 2,60,000 a month for each brigade that would be detailed to 
assist him and ceding to the Company in full sovereignty aU the districts 
■dependent on Raja Chait Singh of Banaras, including Banaras, Jaunpur 
and Ghazipur. 

71. Treatj’^ of Commerce concluded between the East India Company 
-and the Nawab Wazir Asaf-ud-Daula of Oudh, dated 25th July 1788 ; in 
English and Persian mounted on cloth and rollers. Treaty No. 6 (a). (Photo- 
graphic Copy). The merchants trading between the Company’s dominions 
•and that of the Nawab Wazir suffered from various inconveniences and had 
to pay heavy duties at several places in Oudh. This treaty provided for the 
levy . at fixed places of an ad valorem duty on goods, and prohibited the levj^ 
•of transit duties by landholders and others. 

72. Treaty of Seringapatam ; Definitive treaty of peace concluded by 
Lord Cornwallis with Tipu Sultan for the partition of territory conquered 
from him, dated 18th March 1792 ; in Persian. Treaty No. 10 (a) (Photo- 
graphic Copy). The Third Mysore War closed in February 1792 when Tipu 
Sultan threw himself on the mercy of his conquerors. By this treaty he 
was deprived of half of his territories, Avas required to pay 330 lakhs of rupees 
and was bound not to molest the polygars and zamindars Avho had helped the 
British armies in the Avar. The ceded territories were divided betA\"een the 
British, the Nizam and the PeshAva in pursuance of the triple alHance AAFich 
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had been formed in 1790 to reduce Tipu’s power. The Nizam received the 
territory from the Krislma to be3mnd the Pennar river vitli the forts of 
Ganjkottai and Cuddapah ; the Marathas extended their bomidaiy to the- 
Tungabhadra ; and the English secured all of Tipu’s lands on the Malabar 
Coast between Travaneore and the Kaway, the districts of Baramahal and- 
Dindigui. 

73. Partition Treaty of itysore, dated 22nd June 1799, mth separate 
article vdth the Nizam ; in English and Persian. Treaty No. 18 (a) {Photo- 
graphic Copy). On the outbreak of the' second war with Tipu Sultan in- 
1799 the subsidiarj^ force in Hj'derabad and the Nizam’s armj^ co'-operated 
uith tlie British trooi^s and after the fall of Seringapatam this treaty was 
concluded at Hyderabad for the partition of the Sultan’s dominions. 
Though after the death of Tipu Sultan the entire sovereignty of M3’'sore fell 
into EnglLsli hands, Lord Welles]e3>- was not disposed to amiex the whole. 
The conquered territor3’’ was divided lea\Tng a much shrunken but still large, 
M5*sore State to the Hindu d3masty w’hich Haider Ali had deposed. The 
Company took the whole of the M5"Sore sea-board and big eastern strips and 
acquired for itself an unbroken stretch of territory between the Coromandel 
Coast and that of IMalabar. The Peshwa was offered a share on conditions 
which amounted to an abrogation of his independence and therefore the 
proposal was refused b3" the Maratha chief. The Nizam added to Ins- 
dominations the districts of Gurramkonda and Gooty and the land dorni to 
Chitaldroog and otlier border fortresses of M3’'sore. This settlement made- 
the Nizam a strong all3" of the English in the south. 

74. Partition Treaty of H3’^derabad udth the Nizam, dated 28th April' 
1804 ; in Persian and English. Treaty No. 38. (Photographic Cop3'^). 
At the close of the war vdth the Raja of Berar and Daulat Rao Sindhia the- 
Nizam received bA' this treaty the Deccan territories ceded b3'’ the Maratha 
chiefs in accordance with tlic treaties of Deaogaon and Surji-Arjungaon of 
1803. 

75. Definitive Treaty of Amity and Alliance between the East India 
Corapan3’ and Maharaja Daulat Rao Sindhia, dated 22nd November 1805; in. 
Marathi and Persian. Treat3' No. 46. (Photographic Copy). 33*^ the 
treaty of Ba.«.scin, in 1802, the British Government recovered its political ■ 
inflnonce with the Peshwa and established a subsidiary force at Poona. Dau- 
tat Rao Sindhia entered into an alliance with the Raja of Berar to defeat the 
objects of the treaty. In the campaigns wLich followed, Sindhia’s power was 
completely broken hot!) in Nortli and Central India. However, a change in. 
the poh‘c3- of the British Government took place with the arrival in India of' 
Lord CoiTTwallis in 1805 and Daulat Rao was given a generous treatment.. 
Tliis treaty confirmed the earlier treaty of Surji-Arjungaon.. Gwalior and 
Gcliud were restored to Sindhia and the Ghambal was fixed as the nortbem- 



125 


boundaiy of his territoiy. He was deprived of all claims to tribute from Bundr 
or an 3 ’’ other states iiorth of the Chambal and east of Kotah and the British 
Government bound itself not to make any treaties with Udaipur, Jodhpur- 
Kotah. or other chiefs tributar}" to Sindhia in Malwa, Mewar or Marwar, or 
interfere vdth the arrangements which Sindhia might make in regard to them.. 

76. Treat^’^ of Peace and Amitv between the British Government and 
Jaswant Rao Holkar, dated 24th December 1805 ; in Persian. TreaW 
Ko. 47. (Photographic Cop,v). The Treaty’- of Bassein of 1802 bj’ which the 
Peshwa accepted a subordinate position under the British power falsified 
Jaswant Rao’s hopes of taking possession of the person of the Peshwa. 
In 1803, when Sindhia and the Raja of Berar combined the 
fight against the British Jaswant Rao kept aloof with the inten- 
tion of aggrandizing his own f)ower at Sindhia’s expense. His object 
was not realized because Sindhia .soon made peace with the CompanJ^ 
Holkar ultimatelj* drifted into war -with the British after makmg a series of 
unacceptable proposals for an alliance. In the militarj'- operations which 
followed he was pursued b.v Lord Lake across the Sutlej where he made un- 
successful attempts to form a combination with the Sikhs against the British. 
In December 1805 he signed this treaty on the banks of the Beas which he 
surrendered a large portion of his territorj*. 

77. Treaty between the East India Company and Peshwa Baji Rao, 
dated 13th June 1817 ; in English, Marathi and Persian. Treaty No. 70 (a)' 
(Photographic Copy). In 1802 the Peshwa had accepted the Company as 
arbitrator for all his disputes with the Gaekwar. Gangadhar Shastri, a 
minister of Gaekwar and a staunch friend of the Company came to Poona 
under a suarantee of personal safety from the British Government for set- 
tlement of Peshwa’s hea'vj’^ claims. He was murdered at the instigation of 
Trimbakji, a favourite minister of Baji Rao. The Peshwa was compelled 
to surrender Trimbakji but after his escape from confinement the Peshwa 
secretly gave bim protection. The British regarding it as a gross violation- 
of the treatj^ of Bassein, ordered the subsidiary force to march upon Poona 
and dictated to the Peshwa the terms of this treaty. Its principal provi- 
sions were obligation to deliver Trimbakji to the British, to cede ter- 
ritory in lieu of the contingent maintained under the treaty of Bassein ; to> 
compromise his claims on the Gaekwar ; to abstain from any diplomatic 
relations with foreign Powers ; and to acknowledge the settlements made 
j with subordinate jagirdars in 1802. 

78. Treatj^ of Mandasor : treaty of peace between the East India Com- 
pany- and Maharaja Malhar Rao Holkar, dated 6th January 1818; in 
Persian and English. Treaty No. 80. (Photographic Copy). In the 
last Maratha War Holkar’s forces sustained a crushing defeat at Mahidpur- 
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in December 1817, whicli was followed bj’' this treaty. In accordance nith 
its terms the engagement between the British Government and Amir Khan 
was confirmed ; four districts rented ]yy Zalim Singh of Kotah were ceded 
to him ; Holkar lost all his possessions wathin and to the south of tlie Satpura 
Hills ; and his remaining temtories came under the i3rotection of the Biiti^h 
Government. By Article IX of the treat3' Holkar ceded to the British Gov- 
ernment all his claims to tribute and revenue over the Rajput lirincos. 

79. Engagement between the East India Companj' and Maharaja 
Danlat Rao Sindhia for an exchange of territorj", dated 2.7th June ISIS; in 
English, Persian and Hindi. Treaty No. S8 (a). (Photographic Copy). 
B.y Article XIV of the Ti'oat}^ of Poona concluded on 13th June, 1S17, 
all the rights and territories of the Peshwa in Malwa were ceded to the Ea.st 
India Company ; but some of those territories were contiguous and inter- 
mixed ndth those of Maharaja Danlat Rao Sindhia. It was. therefore, agreed 
for the corrvenience of both the States that certain exchanges of territory 
should take place. The Companj' acquired the possessiorr of Ajmere along nith 
other districts m exchange for territory in Malwa. 

80. Tripartite treatj' between Maharaja Ran jit Singlr. Shah Shuja- 
ul-l\Iulk and the East India Compary, dated 26th Jrrne 1838 ; in English 
and Persian. Treaty No. 121. (Photographic eop3'^). The designs of Russia on 
Afghanistan, the preference shown by Dost iMuharnmad for a Russian 
alliairce and his attack on the teiTitorie.s of Ranjit Singh induced the British 
Government to take up the cause of the fugitive Afghan ruler Shah Shuja. 
He was called upon in 1838 to make a bid for the re-establishment of his po- 
wer in Kabul as an alty of the British aird the Sikli ruler of Lahore. The 
railitar3'' operations in Afgharristari were preceded b3^ the Tripartite Treat3' 
which renewed the provisions of the treaty of 1833 between Shah Shuja 
and Ranjit Singh ; bound Shah Shuja, in the event of the attainment of hi« 
object, to pa3>' two laldis of rupees for the help rendered to him b3’^ Ranjit 
Singh s troops ; to give up claims to 5upremac3''j over Sind on condition 
of pa3Tnent b3' the Amirs of a sum to be fixed b3’^ the British Government, 
of vhich 15 lakhs should go to Ranjit Singh ; not to attack the ruler of 
Herat; not to negotiate with foreign Powers ■without the consent of the 
British and Sikh Governments ; and to oppose any Power liaving the de.sire 
of invading the British or Sikh territories. 

81. Treaty concluded between the British Government and Lahore Dur- 
bar on the termination of liostilities, dated 9th March 184G ; in English 
and Persian. Treaty No. 130. (Photographic Copy). At the conclusion 
of the First Silch War in 1846 this treaty was signed at Lahoi-e. In accor- 

- dance with its prordsions the British Government acquired the po.s.session of 
the hills and plains east of the Beas and of the hill3' tracts between the Bea' 
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and the Indus, including Kashmir and Hazara. The treaty also regulated 
the strength and constitution of the Sikh army ; gave the British Govern- 
ment control over the Beas and the Sutlej as far as the Indus, and of the 
Indus to the borders of Baluchistan ; and made the British Government 
the arbiter of all disputes between the Lahore Durbar and the neighbouring 
States. 

82. Treaty 'svith Maharaja Gulab Singh for the transfer of Kashmir to 
his possession, dated 16th March 1846 ; in Persian and English. Treaty 
No. 132. (Photographic Copy). By this treaty, signed at iimritsar, the 
British Government transferred and made over “ for ever, in independent 
possession, to Maharaja Gulab Singh, and the heirs male of his body, all the 
hilljr or mountainous country, with its dependencies, situated to the east- 
ward of the Biver Indus and westward of the River Ravi In return Gulab 
Singh undertook to acknowledge the supremacy of the EngHsh, to pay 75 
lakhs of rupees to the Company, refer his disputes with the neighbouring Sta- 
tes .to the arbitration of the British Government, to assist with his whole 
fprce the British troops when engaged in the hills of the territories ad- 
joining his possessions. The general and practical result of the ilreaty of 
Amritsar was therefore to confirm Gulab Singh in what he already possessed 
and to .transfer to him the province of Kashmir wdth its newly-acquired au- 
thority over Gilgit. The boundaries of the State of Jammu and. Kashmir 
were afterwards adjusted by mutual consent. 

83. Articles of agreement between Maharaja Dalip Singh and 
the Governor-General on resigning the sovereignty of the Punjab, dated 
29th March 1849 ; in Persian. Treaty No. 135. (Photographic Copy). 
At the termuiation of British military operations in the Punjab in 1849 the 
province was annexed to the Company’s dominion. The present agreement 

I'was made with Maharaja Dalip Singh, whereby he resigned the sovereignty 
of the Punjab, receiving a pension from the British Government. Shortly 
afterwards he took up his residence in England. 

84. Treaty entered into by the Khan of Kalat for an annual subsidy from 
the British Government dated 14th May 1854 ; in English and Persian. 
Treaty No. 139. (Photographic Copy). In 1854, when ithere was a pos- 
sibility of a threat to. peace because of. unfriendly, relafionshetween, England 
and Russia, the British Government regarded it important to strengthen 
its political influence . over western frontiers .of /India and this treaty was 
concluded with the Khan of.Kalat. rHe undertook to act in subordination 
to the British Government to oppose all its enemies, not to .enter into 
*any negotiations with other States without its consent .and to, receive British 

troops into his territory if such a. measure was^regarded necessary. The Bri- 
tish Government granted the Khan an annual subsidy of .to. ,50,0.00 on condi- 
tion that he would prevent his subjects from comrnitting. outrages wipbip .cf 
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near British territory, protected merchants and nouM pejmii no exactions 
on trade beyond certain specified duties, 

85. Treaty between the British and the Netherlands Government con- 
cluded on 7th I\Iay 1825 for the transfer of Chinsura to British possession; 
in English and Dutch. Treaty No. 104A (a). (Photographic Copy). By 
articles 8 and 13 of the treaty between Great Britain and the Netherlands, 
dated 17th March 1824 the Dutch settlements in Bengal were made over to 
the British Government and deeds of transfer of the settlements at Chinsura, 
Balta, Kall;apur, Balasore. Dacea and Patna were executed. Here only the 
deed regarding the transfer of Chinsura, the biggest Dutch settlement in Ben- 
'gal, is exhibited. 

86. Treaty vith Denmark transferring Danish settlements on the conti- 
nent of India, dated 22nd February 1845; in English. In a red velvet cover 
with a silver seal of R. Christan VIII , King of Denmark. Treaty No. 139 (a). 
By the terms of this treaty the Danish possessions in India, the town and 
district of Tranquebar on the Coromandel Coast, the town of Serampore 
in Bengal and a piece of ground at Balasore were transferi’ed to the East 
India Company. 

87. Treaty of friendship between the English and the King of Siam, 
dated 20th June 1S2G, in Siamese, Malay in Arabic character, and English, 
Treaty No. 107 (Photographic Copy). The diplomatic relation of the 
British Government with Siam began with John Crawford’s unsuccessful 
mission in 1821, the chief object of which wns to secure unrestricted trade 
■with Siam. This treaty was concluded in 1826 by Capt. Burney with the main 
object of preventing a combination between Siam and Bmma during the 
First Burmese War. 

88. Copy of a treatj’" of Friendship and Alliance between the East India 
Company and the Sultan and Tumungong of Johore, dated 2nd August 
1824, in English and IMalay in Arbic character. Treaty No. 104(b) (Pho- 
tographic Copy ). The political relations between East India Company 
and Johore commenced in 1818 "when with the object of protecting the 
Company’s trade a treaty of peace and friendship was concluded. On 6 Feb- 
ruary and 26 June 1819 , treaties were signed with the Sultan and Tumun- 
gong of Johore for the establishment of an English factory at Singapore, 
and for the protection of English commerce throughout the Sultan’s domin- 
ions. In 1824 it was deemed desirable to obtain the absolute cession of 
Singapore in full sovereignty and the present treaty -was entered into, under 
Article II by which the island of Singapore , with its seas, straits and islets 
became a British possession. 

(in) Judicial and Administrative Instiintioiis 

89. Rules and Regulations of the Supreme Cowt of Judicature at Fort 
William. Home Miscellaneous Vol. 512E. 
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9U. Minute of the Governor-General reporting the death of Sir William 
-Jones, third Judge of His Majesty’s Supreme Court of Judicature, deploring 
•his loss and suggesting that all materials left by him for the digest of Hindu 
and Muhammedan laws, which he had gratuitously undertaken to compile, 
may be asked for from his executors, and “deposited with the Law Books 
-alreadj^ collected in the Sudder Dewany Adalat until some means could be 
>th ought of for bringing to the best practicable termination that highly useful 
pubhc works”. Home Public Cons. 2nd May 1794, No. 1 (Photographic 
Copy). 

91. A letter dated 31st April 1776 from Warren Hastings and Richard 
Barwell to the Court of Directors giving scheme of an Act of Parliament 
for demarcation of jurisdiction between Zila Diwani Adalat and the Provin- 
cial Council of Revenue in the administration of Justice in Bengal. Foreign 
-Secret Cons. 29th May 1776, No. 12. (Photographic Copy). 

92. An autograph communication da,ted 15th June 1835 from the 
Governor-General-in-Council to T. B. Macaulay infoiming him that they 
have appointed him an additional Member and the President of the Indian 
Law Commission. Home Judicial Proceedings, 15th June 1836, No. 3 
"(Photographic Copy). 

93. A holograph minute of T. B. Macaulay dated 4th June lSc6, relative 
to ibhe proposed instructions to the Law Commission in framing a Criminal 
Code applicable for the whole of the Indian Empire. Home, Judicial Criminal 
Cons. 15th June 1835, No. 1. (Photographic Copy). 

94. Instructions to the Indian Law Commission for preparing a comp- 
lete Criminal Code apphcable to the whole of British India. Home Judicial 
Cons. 15th Jrme 1835 , No. 3. (Photographic Copy). The “ Indian Law 

‘Commissioners” were appointed in 1835’by the Governor-General-in-Council 
in accordance with the provisions of the Charter Act of 1833. The Com- 
mission’s duties were “ to enquire into the jurisdiction, powers and rules 
of all courts and police-estabhshment, aU forms of judicial procedure, and the 
nature and operation of all laws, civil and criminal, written or customary, 

■ and to propose any necessary alterations, due regard being had to the rules 
of caste, and the religions and manners of the people.” The Commission 
was set up to fulfil a double object — ^to disentangle the comphcations in the 
'existing laws and to advise on new projects of legislation. It was able to make 
a considerable achievement regarding these two points. The Ccmmissicners 
commenced their labours in 1835 and besides drafting the Indian Penal 
-Code, laid the basis for the codes of civil and criminal . procedure and 
several other laws. 

Lord Macaulay, the first Law Member of the Governor -General’s Council, 
was the first President of this Commission and took a very active ■ part for 



180 


the furtherance of its objects. After hfs return to England the Commission 
steadilj^ declined in its activit 3 !' and by the year 1849 it was practically de- 
funct. 

95. Petition to the Governor-General and Legislative Council of India 
bj’’ the prominent Parsi residents of Bombay dated 20th November, 1835. 
It reflects the feelings and ideas of the intelligentsia among the Paisi commu- 
nitj' on the opportunity afforded them bj'^ the appointment of the Law Com- 
mission of having their usages and customs framed into a wj itten code of 
law. Home Legislative Cons. 4th Juty 1836 ; No. 3. (Photographic Cop 3 r). 

96. Resolution passed by the Governor- Goneral-in-Council on 4th Sep- 
tember 1837 relative to the arrangements for the worhing of the Council 
and the administration during the absence of the Governor-General from 
Port William. Bears the initials of Aucldand and members of the Coun- 
cil. Home Legislative Cons. 4th September 1837, No. 7. (Photographic 
Copy). 

97. Resolution passed on 15th June 1836 by the Governor- 
General-in Council for the establishment o;f a separate Legislative 
Department of the Glovernment of India. Bears initials of ,the 
Governor-General and the members of the Council. Home Judicial (Civil)* 
Cons. 15th June 1835, No. 6A. (Photographic Copy). This change was 
necessitated by a considerable increase of legislative business of the Central 
Government after the passing of the Charter Act of 1833. 

{iv) Early Growth of the Indian Press 

98. Rav. Kiernander’s complaint against James Augustus Hickey, founder- 
editor of India’s first newspaper, Bengal Gazette, to Governor-General, 
Warren Hastings. Home Public Cons. 13th May 1782 , No. 10. (Photo- 
graphic Copj’). James Augustus Hickey the founder in 1780 of India’s 
first newspaper Bengal Gazette or Calcutta General Advertiser, having attacked 
the Rev. John Zachariah Kiernander, the latter complained to Governor- 
General Hastings. The allegation was that Kiernander had offered his 
Church for sale to the Government. EventuaUj' the Swedish missionary 
brought a suit for libel and Hickej'' was sentenced to four months’ imprison- 
'ment and a fine of sicca Rupees 500 and imprisonment until the fine was 
paid. 

99. Minute by John Adam, member of the Council, ^calling the atten- 
tion of the Board to the “mischievous tendency and insulting tone ” of a 
letter signed by a military friend” in the Calcutta Journal of, the 1.7th May 
1822. Home Public Cons. 27th June 1822 , No. 38. (Photographic 
Cop3"). 

IjO. a communication from James Silk Buckingham expressing his 
regret upon learning that the publication in his .Calcutta Journql xmder the- 



-signature of “a militar}'^ friend ” had incurred the displeasure of the Govern- 
ment. He protested that he meant no disrespect to the Government by 
^allowing that letter to appear in his paper. Home Public Cons. 27th June 

1822, No. 49. (Photographic Copy). 

- 101. Letter from James Silk Buckingham to the Government promis- 
ing to exercise greater scrutiny and caution in the pubhcation of articles 
in his paper. Home Public Cons, 27th June 1822 , No. 50. (Photographic 
Copy). 

102. Adam’s Minute regarding the abuse of the Press in India. He 
■submits one issue of the Calcutta Journal to substantiate his remarks. 
Home Public Cons. 17th October 1822, No. 3. (Photographic Cop 3 '^). 

103. Adam’s Minute regarding the power of the Government to deport 
out of the country'' anj'’ European who “misused” the freedom of the Press 
in India. Home Public Cons. 17th October 1822 , No. 4. (Photographic 
Copy). 

104. A letter from Government addressed to James Silk Buckingham 
apprising him that he has forfeited his claim to the protection of the Gov- 
ernment, and the license of the Court of Directors authoi'izing him to proceed 
to the East Indies, is declared to be void after 15th April 1823. Home Pub- 
lic Cons. 20th February 1823, No. 7, (Photographic Copy). The Calcutta 

‘Journal made its first appearance on 2nd October 1818 and its founder-editor 
-James Silk Buckingham holds a prominent position in the history of the 
Indian Press. These records relate to his struggle against press controls 
which John Adam wanted to impose and his frequent encounters with the 
’ Government authorities . After the departure of Lord Hastings in J anuary 

1823, Adam became the Acting Governor-General and Buckingham’s license 
to reside in Incha was revoked though his final offence was a trivial one. 
John Adam imposed stringent control over the Press by promulgating new 
regulations maldng it compulsory for every newspaper to get a licence from 
the Government for its publication. 

105. A solemn declaration by Govind Chunder Coaur and Aunando 
•Hopal of Calcutta soliciting a license to print and publish a Bengali weekly 

newspaper — Sun^had Cowmudy^ at N^o. 27 Sacareetollah Lane. Home Pub- 
lic Cons. 8th May 1823, No. 42. (Photographic Copy). Sungbad Cow- 
mudy was founded by Raja Rammohuu Boy on 4th December 1821. It 
was practically the first Bengali weekly edited and conducted solely by Ben- 
-gahs, its predecessor Bengal Gazette, established in June 1818, having 
-had a short-lived career. 

106-108. An application from Huree Hur Dutt for a license to carry 
■on his Persian-and-Hindustani newspapers imder the charge of William 
■ 'Hopkin^ Pearce (printer) and Lala Suda Sookh (editor)'. Governor-General 
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permits them to print and publish Jam-i-JeTian Nooma. Home Public Cons.. 

8 May 1823, Nos. 49-51. (Photographic Copy). 

Jam-i-Jehan-Nooma ’was the first Hindustani or Urdu news weekly 
published in India in 1822. From its eighth issue it was converted into a 
Urdu-Persian bi-hngual periodical. The applications for grant of licenses - 
which followed the enforcement of Adam’s Regulations reveal that the 
Indian-owned Press was gradually growing. 

109-110. Warning letter to the proprietors of the Calcutta Journal cul-- 
minating in the eventual deportation of Sandford Arnot. Government cen- 
sures Sandford Arnot and John Francis Sandys due to some alleged objec- 
tionable passages which appeared in their paper of 30 August 1823.’ 
Home Public Cons. 23 December 1823, Nos. 3-4. (Photographic Copies).. 
Calcutta Journal was established by James Silk Buckingham in 1818. After 
Buckingham’s deportation in 1823, when his assistant Sandford Arnot 
began writing in defence of his “ Chief”, Adam, under instructions from, 
Governor-General Amherst, administered several warnings to him. These not 
having the desired effect, Arnot was deported. Later, Arnot served as Bam- 
mohun Roy’s Secretary in England, 

, 111. Copy of a petition presented to the Governor-General on 6 Feb-- 
ruary 1835 by a group of prominent British and Indian citizens of Calcutta^ 
including WiUiam Adam, Dwarkanath Tagore, Bussick Lai Malliok, E. 
M. Gordon, Rusomoy Dutt, L. L. Clarke, C. Hogg, T. H. Burkin Young, 
David Hare, T.E.M. Turton Young and J, Sutherland praying for the re-- 
peal of “useless” and “pernicious” Adam Regulations. Home Public 
Cons. 6 February 1835 , No. 38. (Photographic Copy). 

112. Reply to the above petition by H.T. Piinsep, Secretary to the Gov-- 
emment, assuring the petitioners on behalf of the Governor-General that the - 
unsatisfactory state of affairs would be amended at an early date. Home - 
Public Cons. 6 February 1835 , No. 39. (Photographic Copy). 

This petition and the reply thereto form a landmark in the history of ~ 
the Indian Press, leading as it did to its emancipation at the hands of Met- 
calfe and the repeal of Adam’s Regulations . It is also clear that public- 
opinion had begun to assert itself in India. 

113. Macaulay’s Minute dated 16 April 1835 on Act XI of 1835 repeal- 
ing Press Regulation of 1823 and substituting an Act in their place. Home- 
Judicial Cons. 18 May 1835, No. 1. (Photographic Copy). 

114. Metcalfe’s Minutes of 17 April and 27 April 1835 on the same sub- - 
ject. Below Metcalfe’s signature appears that of Macaulay. Home Judi- 
cial Cons. 18 May 1835, No. 2. (Photographic Copy). Metcalfe was ultimate- 
ly responsible for establishing the freedom of the Press in India. In pursu- 
ance of the policy laid down by William Bentinck, he asked Macaulay, the^- 
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Law Member of the Council to draft a Press law which would be applicable 
in aU parts of the East India Company’s dominions. Macaulay’s famous 
minute accompanying the draft of the Press Act and Metcalfe’s minutes 
are among the important documents pertaining to the early growth of the 
Indian Press. 

(«) Western Education in India 

115. Minute dated 2 February 1835 by T. B. Macaulay on the native 
education in India with endorsement by Lord William Bentinck. Home 
Public Cons. 1 march 1835 , No. 15 (Photographic Copy). 

116. A holograph minute dated 24 November 1839 by Lord Auckland 
on the promotion of education in India. Home 6.G. Cons. 24 November 
1839 , No. 10. (Photographic Copy). 

117. A holograph minute of Lord Dalhousie dated 1 April 1850 on the 
promotion of female education in India. Home Pub. Cons. 11 April 1850, 
No. 74 (Photographic Copy). 

118. Resolution of 4 October 1861 passed by the Governor- General 
in-CouncU to transfer the control of the Education Department from the 
Foreign to the Home Department with a view to securing uniformity in 
the system of education in aU the territories under the administration of 
the Government of India. Home Education Cons. 9 October 1861 , No. 4 
(Photographic Copy ). 

119. A printed letter dated 12 October 1867 from Raja Jykishen Dass 
Bahadur, Secretary, British Indian Association, North West Provinces, 
regarding the employment of vernacular languages of India as medium for 
imparting higher education among Indians. He wrote that “ very many 
natives are now to be found who are anxiously disposed to promote educa- 
tion among their countrymen, and there are not a few who are so impressed 
with the necessity of dieseminatmg European knowledge and enlightenment 
and so convinced that the only means of doing this lies through the medium 
of the vernacular that they are prepared to make considerable sacrifice of 
time, labour and money to secure the accomplishment of their designs.” 
Home Edn. Procgs. December 1867 , No. 12. (Photographic Copy). 

(vi) Postal System , 

120. An autograph minute by Warren Hastings on the proposal of es- 
tablishing a packet postal service between India and the Suez “ as it is of 
the greatest importance to the Company that their letters to and from 
India should be conveyed with as little delay as possible.” Home Cons. 
23 March 1778 , No. 28. (Photographic Copy). 

121. A memorandum dated 12 May 1853 by Mint Master and Superin- 
tendent Government Machinery dealing with the setting up of machines 
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and the technical processes, etc. of printing postal stamps in Calcutta. The 
probable cost of printing is shown as 2 annas per 1,000 stamps. Home 
Pub, Cons. 1 July 1853 No. 2 (Photographic copy). 

122. Despatch dated 18 March 1853 from the Secretary to Government 
to the S jperintendent of Machinery concerning the introduction of postage 
stamps in supersession of the system of money payments as postage as 
recommended in the Post Office Commission Report of 1 May 1851, and 
with a suggestion that “ it -would ho more desireable to have two sets of 
stamps — one for ordinary purposes and the other exclusively for public 
business ”. Home Pub. Cons, 18 March 1853, No. 1 (Photographic Copy). 

123. An autograph minute dated 5 May 1854 of Lord Dallaousio stating 
that “ lithography could not he safely relied upon for the permanent sup- 
pl,y of postage stamps in India ” and that consequentl 5 ’- he has addressed 
an urgent request to the Hon’ble Court of Directors that they should “take 
immediate measure.s for procuring and despatching to India a full and 
regular supply of postage stamps of all classes and values”. He, ho-u'ever, 
hopes that it -nmuld be possible to “ secure such an adequate supply of half 
anna and one amia stamps in blue or black colour, as maj’’ admit of the 
new system being put into operation at an early date in anticipation of the 
supply of stamps from England. Homo Pub, Cons, 12 May 1854, No. 44. 
(Photo^aphic Copy). 

124. A letter dated 11 May 1854 from the Deputy Surveyor General, 
Lithographic Branch, to the Offidiating Secretary, GoVernhient' of India, sta- 
ting that the printing of postal stamps had processed very ^tisfactorily 
and that about throe lakhs were being printed daily and promises “ that no 
pains or exertions shall be wantinjg to carry out tile orders of the Govern- 
ment, that the new system may be put in operation at the earliest possible 
date”. Home Pub. Cons. 19 May 1854, No. 64. (Photograhic Copy). 

125. Agreement between the Government of India and Kashmir State 
in regard to the construction of telegi-aph lines from Jammu to Sri- 
nagar and Srinagar to Gilgit, dated 9th March 1878. Treaty No. 203, 
(Photographic Copy). 

(vn) Economic History 

120. A letter dated 24th December 1834 from the JMembers of the Tea 
Committee to the Sscretarj^ to the Government in the Revenue Department 
regarding the discoveiy of tea sliruh in Upper Assam which they declared 
"to bo by far the most important and valuable that has ever been made on 
matters connected with the agricultural or commercial resources of this 
empire.” Thej'- recommended the appointment of suitable persons to carry 
out further investigations in Assam. Rev. Agi’i. Cons. 28 January 1835, 
Jsfo. 6. (Photographic Copy). , ^ - 
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127. A letter dated 13 June 1837 from the Secretary, Tea Committee 
■to the Secretary Government of India, Revenue Department, concerm'ng 
some fine healthy tea plants procured from Mr. Beale’s garden at Macao 
(China) for experimental tea plantation in Assam. Rev. Agri. Cons. 26 
June 1837, No. 18. (Photographic Copy). 

128. A letter dated 28 March 1836 from the Tea Committee to the Secre- 
tary to the Government regarding the expediency of emplojdng a Chinese 
expert and an additional number of planters from China for tea plantation 
in India. Rev. Agri. Cons. 11 April 1836, No. 9. (Photographic Copy). 

129. A letter dated 9 September 1839 from the Officiating Secretary 
to the Government of India to the Acting Chief Secretarj' to the Government 
of Bombay, concerning the engagement of American cotton experts for im- 
proving the cultivation of cotton in India, and stating ho-w they are to be 
‘distributed bet'ween Bengal, Madras and Bombay Presidencies. Home 
Rev. October 1839, No. 33 (Photographic Copy). 

130. Lord Auckland’s minute dated 14 August 1839 on the improvement 
•of cotton cultivation in India stating that “ all the value of success in intro- 
ducing in India a better produce of cotton, suited for the immense manufac- 
■tures of England, is fully appreciated by me and it is fitting that rene'wed 
■and special exertions being again directed to the prosecution of this national 
■object, our measures in furtherance of them should be well considered, and 
be as complete and effectual as circumstances will admit.” Rev. Agri. 
Oons. 9 September 1839, No. 2 (Photo^aphic Copy). 

131. Mr, R. Moore’s proposal, dated 28th June 1854 for the use of pumps 
for the extension and improvement of irrigation in India. Hctoe Rev. 
Cons. 14 July 1854, No. 3 (Photographic Copy). 

132. A report by Mr. Hodgson, Officiating Resident at Khatmandu, 
•on the indigenous method of manufactming paper in Nepal, in the early part 
of the 19th Century and recommending its adoption in India. Foreign 
Pol. Cons. 13 January 1832, No. 20. (Photographic Copy). 

133. A letter dated 10th January 1835 from the Governor of Ceylon 
submitting copies of Col. Colebrook’s report on the question of monopoly 
■ of tobacco in the state of Travancore and observing that though adverse 
to any relaxation of the monopoly, the Travancore Government is Avilling 
to take a greater proportion of tobacco from Jaffna, soliciting that the 
Raja of Travancore may be informed the readiness of the Ceylon Govern- 
ment to reduce export duty on condition that the Travancore Government 
were willing to take it in greater quantities. Foreign Pol. Cons. 11 Febru- 
ary 1835, No. 17 (Photographic Copy). 

134. A holograph minute of Lord Dalhousie, dated 22 August 1850 re- 
garding the selection of a competent perso.n to undertake the. work .of geo. 
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logical examination of the Salt Range and of the hills to the north of the 
Punjab Tvith a vierr to ascertaining the real nature and extent of their mine- 
ral products, Foreign , Pol. Cons. 11 October 1850, No. 209. (Photogra- 
phic Copy). 

135. A letter dated 11 October 1851 from the Superintendent of Canals 
North-West Province, to the Superintendent, Dehra Dun concerning the 
development of iron resources of the Himalayan range. It was suggested 
that the people living in the mountainous country should be told about 
the pecuniary advantages of the metalliferous products of their land 
particularly iron-ore and its smelting and that it could be readily sold at 
the workshop and foundry at Roorke. Home Pub. Cons. 29 July 1853, 
No. 22 (Photographic Copy). 

136. A letter dated 15 June 1853 from the Secretary to the Government 
of the North-West Province to the Secretary to the Government of India 
regarding the potentialities of India as an iron producing country and con- 
cerning the help the Government should give to the people of the cotmtry 
in discovering and i educing the ores to a convenient form for casting and 
working through the Civil Engineering College and its workshops at Roor- 
kee. Home Pub. Cons. 19 July 1853, No. 29. (Photographic Copy). 

137. A memorial of Andrew Duncan dated 7 February 1812 to the 
Governor-General in continuation of his report of 30 November 1811 on the 
subject of experiments on the iron ores of Beerbhoom, Balasore and 
adjoining districts and the operations proposed to be founded thereon. This 
consultation contains coloured illustrations of the proposed^ iron foundry- 
and estimates of its cost . Home , Pub. 21 February 1812, No. 43 (Ori- 
ginal). 

138. Dr. Bancroft’s report regarding his experiments in dyeing flannel 
with Andaman, Coromandel, Siam and Brazil woods and their colouring 
qualities, containing samples of dyed flannel. Home Public Cons. 7 
September 1791, No. 9. (Original). 

139. Copy of a notice dated 30 Jime 1766 regarding the establishment 
of gold currency and coinage of gol 1 lilohurs in order to obviate the in- 
convenience arising from^the prevailing scarcity of silver. Home Pub. Cons. 
28 July 1766 , No. 12. (Photographic Copy), 

140. Detailed regulation made for the printing, issue and circulation 
of Treasury Notes by the East India Company. Hoine Pub. Cons. 8 May 
1780, No. 19. (Photographic Copy). 

141. A forte of the Treasury Notes issued by the East India Company, 
Home Pub. Cons. 8 May 1780, No 20. (Photographic Copy). 

142. Deed of a widow who sold herself during the great famine of 
BeUgal, 1770. Lent by the National Library, Calcutta. 
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MISCELLANEOUS RECORDS 


143. Commission dated 2 July 1800 to examine witnesses on the part- 
of Warren Hastings . Lent by the National Library, Calcutta. 

144. An autograph letter in Bengali of Maharaja Nand Kumar (n.d.). 
Lent by the National Library, Calcutta. 

145. A gold illuminated letter in Malaya (Arabic characters) from Zainul- 
Abedin, Sultan of Trengannu, Malaya, to the Governor-General, Sir John 
Shore, seeking protection and help of the East India Company and offering 
compliments to the Governor- General. Foreign Persian O. R. 15 April 
1796 , No. 181. (Original). 

146. Letter from King of Acheen in Portuguese with English trans- 
lation to Governor-General regarding military help which he sought fr om- 
the Government of Pulopenang to reduce the inhabitants of Assangan to 
obedience. Bears the signature of the King in Malay script. Political Cons. 

3 January 1812, No. 21. (Original). 

147. Letter in Burmese from the Viceroy of Axakan to the Governor- 
General (received on 1 March 1808) permitting all European nations to enjoy 
equal freedom in the commerce of Burma on condition that they paid the 
usual duties levied in the country. Foreign Persian O. R. 1808, No. 96, 
(Photographic Copy). 

148. A letter in Burmese from the Viceroy of Pegu, requesting that 6,000 
visas of saltpetre and 200 guns may be sent to him. Foreign ' Persian . 
0. R. March 1809 , No. 233. (Original). 

149. Letter in Bengali from Rani Marichmati, aunt of Nazir Deo, to 
Lord Cornwallis, complaining against Sardbanda Gosain the Raj guru of 
Cooch Bihar for subjecting Nazir Deo’s family to various oppress io n 
Foreign Persian O. R. 9 March 1787, No. 134. (Photographic Copy). 

150. Letter in Oriya from the Raja of Bead to the Commissioner at Cut- 
tack, stating that he would acknowledge no authority other than the Eng- 
lish as his overlord. Foreign Persian O. R. 23 April 1804, No. 218, (Original).. 

151. Letter in Kanarese from Vira Rajendra Odeyar, Raja of Coorg, 
to Lord Minto informing him about his desire to settle the succession to 
his throne according to seniority on his first wife’s four daughters or their 
male children. Foreign Persian O. R. 19 October 1807. (Original). 

152. Declaration, in Bengali and Bhutanese, of Nirpm Paigah relating"^ 
to the establishment of commercial relations between Bengal and Bhutan. 
Home Public Cons. 19 April 1779, No. 6. (Photographic Copy). 

153. Letter from Bhutan addressed to Mr. Trevelyan dated 27 Novem- 
ber 1836, with illuminated borders containing figures of dragons, conchsheUs . 
and Kinnara females. The decorations represent very rare specimens of 
Indo-Tibetan style of painting. Foreign Persian O.R. 14 April 1837. (Otigiaal)^. 
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154. An illuminated letter in. Hindi from Maharaja Hattan Singh to 
Lord Auckland, dated 4 Asarh 1893 Vikrami (A.I>. 1836). Lent by the 
National Library, Calcutta. 

155. Letter from Queen Victoria to the King of Burma (n.d.) on the 
occasion of his father’s death and congratulating him on his accession to 
the throne. Bears the Queen’s autograph in a velvet container. (Original). 

LENT BY hlADRAS RECORD OITICE 

156. Public despatches from England 1670-79, Volume No, I. This 
is the earliest volume in the Madras Record Office. 

157. Public Sundries, Volume No. I. This is a diary, in Tamil, of Anan- 
da Ranga Pillai, Dubash of Dupleix and some of his successors, 1736-45, 
This is an interesting and unique work and has been translated into English 
and published in 12 volumes. The first volume of the Tamil diary is ex- 
hibited. 

158. Madras Armj' Records, Series III, Volume 72 (Regimental 
Flags). 

159. Madras Army Records, Volume 73 (Design of Breast and Waist 
plates worn by certain regiments, in 2 volumes). 

ICO. Madras Army Records, Volume 76 (Designs of dress). 

161. Original treaty between East India Company and Tipu Sultan, 
dated 11 March 1784, with declaratory clauses by the Governor-General- 
in-Council, dated 8 June 1784. 

, 162. Charter granted in 1758 to the Dnited Comply of Merchants of 

England trading to the East Indies by 3£ing George II rrith a large seal. 

163. Two ornamental hags of silk arid gold used fbr letters sent by high 
personages in about 1874. 

LENT BY RECORD OFFICE, BOMBAY 

164. Surat Factory Outward letters (July-Decemher 1630). Despatches 
sent by Surat Council to Court of Directors, Factors at Broach, Cambay, 
Agra, etc. These are rare and important documents used by Sir William 
^Foster in the preparation of Volume of English Factories in India. 

’ i 165. Covenant of George Brown, dated 2 April 1789. George Brown 
was emploj’cd as a -svriter. He became member of the Bombay Council 
and officiated as Governor for a year in 1811, 

106. Autograph letter of King Shalm (1738-39) to Bhavani Shankar 
Korosliwar and Khandoji JadliAv ordering them to attempt an attacli. from 
the side of ' Bijapurves’. 

167. Autograph letter of Bajirao Peshwa, dated 9 December 1728 to 
Chimaji de'^cribing .some facts of the battle with Girdhar Bahadur, etc, and 
• Insisting on Chimaji -to send 'a letter ribout his wellhre. 
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168. Autograph letter of Chimaji Appa, brother of Peshwa, to his mothet- 
“ Bai ” dated 14 February 1735 describing possibility of sending Sadashiv 
■with her on a pilgrimage. 

169. Autograph letter of Balaji Peshwa to Balwantrao Mehendale, , 
dated 10 October 1757 gi'ving an account of the battle at Udapai. 

170. Autograph letter of Sadashiv Rao Bhau, dated 16 December 1759 ■ 
giving some account of the army vdth him and making suggestions for addi- 
tional force. 

171. Autograph letter of Raghunath Bajirao (c. 1750) to Janardlian 
Pant stating that he (Raghunath Bajirao) had no time to study Muktavali,, 
Shabda Khanda and that he was spending his time in service of his father. 

172. Autograph of Nana Fadnis. An agreement with Bapuji Deorao, 
dated 13 October 1759 regarding recovery of revenue from Indapur Pargana 
and expenditure thereon. 

173. Autograph letter of Mahadji Sindhia to Raghoba dated 17 Septem- 
ber ,1763 stating that Gulraj and Nandram saw him and spoke to him about 
the message sent Tvith thesm. 

174. Autograph letter of Raghoji Bhonsle, dated 11 August 1742 ta^ 

Kesha vrao. 

\ • 

175. Diary for 1820 of Raja Pratap Singh of Satara. It is a record of 
daily doings of Raja Pratap Singh. On the advice of Capt. Grant Duff, 
Pratap Singh kept a diary for seven years. Extracts from these diaries 
have been published in Selections from Peshwa Daftar, No. 42, edited by. 
Rao Bahadur G. S. Sardesai. 

176. Passport of the Siddi dated 30 February 1727. 

LENT BY THE STATE RECORD DEPARTMENT, BARODA 

177. Articles of Agreement between the East India Company and Maha-- 
raja Anandrao Gaikwad, dated 6 June 1802. ^ars the signatures of 
Jonathan Duncan, Governor of Bombay, Raoji Appaji, Dewan of Baroda,. 
A. Walker, the Resident of Baroda, etc. 

178. Articles of Agreement, dated 9 August 1804 under the seal and 
signatme of Col. A. Walker, the Resident of Baroda for the farm, of Ahmeda-- 
bad, dated 9 Augpst ,1804. 

179. A letter from Peshwa Bajirao Raghunath to Maharaja Anandrao - 
Gaikwad, dated 29 September 1817, granting him the Sanad of the perma- 
nent farm of Ahmedabad. 

180. Letter from Lord William Bentinok to Maharaja Sayajirao H 
Gaikwad, dated 16 March 1833, acquainting , the latter of his proposal to. 
substitute English for Persian in his corxe.spondence. 



181. A letter of congratulation in Persian, dated 12 NoTember 1842, 
-on the recovery of the sandalwood doors of Somnath temple from the Afghans, 

182. Proclamation from the Governor- General of India dated 12 Novem- 
ber 1842 in Hindi congratulating the Maharaja and Sardars of Malawa and 
Gujarat on their soldiers who fought bravely to regain the gates of 
Somnath temple. 

183. Letter from Major Malcolm, Resident of Baroda, to Maharaja 
Ganpatrao Gaikwad, dated 14 November 1854, thanking His Highness for 
his decision to open a hospital at Baroda. He promises to send a doctor to 
work in the hospital. 

184. Sanad from Supreme Government of British India to His Highness 
the Maharaja Khanderao Gaikwad, dated 11 March 1862, granting his house 
the right to adopt a successor in the event of absence of natural heirs. Bears 
the seal of the Government. 

185. Covering letter in Marathi (Modi ) from the Governor of Bombay 
to His Highness the Maharaja Elianderao Gailiwad, dated 17 April 1862 
accompanying the Sanad of adoption, dated 17 April 1862. 

TAGORE MANUSCRIPTS 

{Lent by the Rdbindra-Bheivan, Visva BharaH, Santimheian) 

186. A comprehensive scheme of a parallel Government with a socio- 
political basis drafted b}* Rabindranath Tagore in 1904. The scheme 
which was private^ circulated, envisaged the organization of the forces 
and resources of the Indian society independent of all associations with the 
bureaucratic administration and the British. (Typed copy in Bengali). 

187. The great Rakhi song composed by Tagore initiating the Rakhi- 
Bandhan ceremony to symbolize the unity of Bengal, on 16 October 1905, 
the day the “paitition” of the province w-as given elFect to by Lord Ourzon, 
(Manuscript in the Poet’s own hand). 

188. The historic poem 'India’s Prayer’ read by Tagore on the opening 
day of the Congress session held in Calcutta in December 1917. The poem 
anticipates the basic principles of the non-co-operation movement. (Manus- 
cript in Tagore’s own hand). 

189. Tagore’s historic letter to the Viceroy, dated 30 May 1919, renoun- 
cing Knighthood. (Original draft in Tagore’s own hand). 

190. Tagoro’.s statement, dated 2 November 1931 regarding shooting 
atHijli (Di.strict]Midnapur) detention camp and consequent death of detenues, 
condemning the Anglo-Indian Press and demanding trial of those responsible 
for the shooting. (Draft in Tagore’s own band). 

191. Mahatma Gandhi’s letter to Rabindranath on the eve of launching 
"the 1932 Civil Disobedience Movement asking him to give his “heii to the 
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-sacrificial fire that is being lighted [Dictated and signed by. Mahatma 
Gandhi and taken down by Sri Mahadev Desai at 4 a.m. on 3 January 1932. 
The letter was “signed a few moments after (Gandlnji’s) actual arrest” as is 
known from the forwarding letter of Mahadev Desai attached], 

192. Mahatma Gandhi’s letter, dated 20 September 1932 seeking 
Tagore’s opinion on his contemplated fast. (In Maliatmaji’s own hand). 

193. Tagore’s article, dated 20 September 1932 on Mahatma Gandhi, 
his fast and the problem of untouchability. (Draft in the Poet’s own hand), 

194. Tagore’s appeal through the press to his country-men to eradicate 
the evil of untouchability. (Draft in Rabindranath’s own hand, dated 22 
September 1932). 

195. Mahatma Gandhi’s letter to the Poet, dated 2 October 1932 on the 
question of Hindu-Muslim unity. (In Mahatmaji’s own hand). 

196. Mahatma Gandlii’s letter to the Poet, dated 24 May 1933 seeking 
his blessing on the eve of his contemplated self-purifactory fast which 
began on 8 May 1933. (In Mahatmaji’s own hand). 

197. Tagore’s letter to Mahatmaji, dated 8 August 1933 on the Poona 
Pact. (In Tagore’s own hand). 

198. Mahatmaji’s letter to Rabindranath, dated 21 January 1934 on 
•Government measures in Midnapur. (In Mahatmaji’s own hand). 

199. An autograph letter, dated December 1913 in Hindi from Tagore 
-to Lochan Prasad Pandeya of Bilaspur (C. P.) in reply to a congratulatory 
letter on the occasion of the award of Noble Prize to the Poet. (Lent by 
the Mahakoshal Historical Society, Bilaspur(C. P.). 

PROM THE CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY OF INDIA 

200. Signature Register of the members of the Constituent Assembly 
of India (33 leaves). Photostatic copy. (Reproduced by the Administra- 
-tive Intelligence Room). 

201. Charter of Freedom (22 January 1947) (Photographic Copy). 

202. The Poem presented by the Chinese Ambassador to the Constituent 
Assembly on the Independence Day (15 August 1947). 

203. The National Flag presented by the Hon’ble Prime Mnister to the 
•Constituent Assembly on 22 July 1947. 

DOCUMENTS RELATING TO WORLD WAR II. 

{Lent hy the Combined Inter-Services Historical Section, Simla) 

204. Enemy Defence, Akyab Island. A report dated May 1945 submitted 
by C. O., A. P. I. U. , ALFSEA, bears elcquent testimony to the skill of the 
■Japanese in the art of camouflage in consequence of which their defe- oes 



and installations baffled the orthodox Western notions of military strateg\- 
and engineering. The document is illustrated with original sketches and 
photographs. 

205. Terauclii’s report on Japanese opej-ations in Burma. A pliotostat 
copy of the English translation of the Report of the Japanese Supreme 
Commander m the Southern Regions, Field Marshal Cor'jit Terauchi, covering 
the years 1943-45. The translation was forwarded to the General Head- 
quarters along with wmr diaries. It contains a chart of the dispositions 
of the Japanese units in Burma at the time of surrender. 

206. Italian propaganda leaflet for Indian troops fighting in North 
Africa. The present exhibit wms dropped on 21 August 1942 at 6-30 p.m. 
An English translation made in the field is also attached. 

207. Greek archives. This small collection consists of original documents 
in pencil script, typescript, and cyclostyle print either in Greek or English, 
and are reminiscent of the days of the Civil War in Greece. Indian troops 
unfortunately came in for criticism at the hands of the ELAS press, 

208. Correspondence between the Axis powers, the mufti of Jerusalem 
and Prime Minister Rashid Ali of Iraq. Photostat copies of the captured 
documents in German, French and Italian with their English renderings^ 
bear on.the relations between the MiddleEast countries and the Axis powers. 
These letters might well serve as basic original sources for researches in 
the history of diplotaacy. 

209. War Diary of 1st Mahrattas for December 1943. This is a speci- 
men of w'ar diary. Tlie 15 Mahrattas were then in Italy and their daily 
proceedings though not recorded in the easy-to-follow newspaper style 
may prove interesting to even lay readers. 

210. Album containing photographs to illustrate the history of Medical 
Services. It opens with a map of undivided India in which the base hospital 
centres are spotted, and has two charts, one representing the incidence of 
malaria between 1943-45 and the other to illustrate the air evacuation of 
casualties from the battlefields of Burma in 1945. The first four photo- 
graphs illustrate the difficult terrain and other hazards which the Indian 
soldiers has to face during World War II. There are photographs to illus- 
trate mobile surgical theatres, neurp-surgical units, mobile X-ray units 
and different methods of evacuation of casualties on land, on water and 
by air. 

211. Album containing selected photographs depicting activities of the 
Indian Army in the Middle East, Italy and Burma and also the activities 
of the WA0(I)s. The photographs about Middle East contain a number 
relating to the famous conferences of the Allied leaders and also conferences 
of famous Allied Generals. Particularly interesting are those depicting- 
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Tndian soldiers handling mechanized arms and discharging the highly tech- 
nical jobs of bridge building or road-making in the deserts or swamps. These 
-are photographs among others depicting ; — 

(1) Indian soldiers presenting Guard of Honour to Mr. Clement Attlee 

and Lord Pethick Lawence ; 

(2) Indian soldiers in charge of Japanese prisoners of war; and 

(3) Indian soldiers enjoying recreation under the shadow of the Splainx 

in Egypt. 

212. Pour collections depicting : 

(1) The Formation Signs of the Indian Army before partition ; 

, (2) Formation Signs of the Indian States before partition -; 

(3) Formation Signs of different Indian Brigades ; and 

(4) Miscellaneous Formation Signs relating to Indian Army . 

The first two collections are original drawings in colour. The other 
two are photo-prints. 

213. Album containing maps and charts. The maps niustrate the Allied 
•advance into Burma, retreat from Burma and associated topics. The 
• charts illustrate the output of Indian ordnance factories during the World 

War IL 

MAPS AND charts 

214. A map of Ahmedabad and the surrounding districts (Northern 
43-ujarat) ; late 18th century ; size: 3' 10" x 3' 5" . Lent by the Prince of 
Wales Museum, Bombay. 

215. A plan of Alibag and Revadanda ; late 18th century; size: 2' 7" x 
I'TOJ". Lent by the Prince of Wales Museum, Bombay. 

216. A route map of a portion of Hyderabad, Naldurga and Avase ; 
.late 18th century ; size: 2' 7" x2' 1". Lent by the Prince of Wales Museum, 
Bombay. 

217. A map of Jajjira Fort; late 18th century ; size : 2' x 1' 9". Lent by 
the Prince of Wales Museum, Bombay. 

218. A map of Bijapur, Bagalkot and southern Maratha country; late 
18th century ; size: 2' 1" X 1' lOf". Lent by the Prince of Wales MuseUm, 
Bombay. 

219. A map of Bijapur and surrounding country ; late ,18th century ; 
size: 8' lOJ" X 7' 3J". Lent by the Prince of Wales Museum, B ombay. 

220. Southern Maratha Dominions; late 18th century.; size: 6' 2"x 
■5'10". Lent by the Prince of Wales Museum, Bombay. 
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221. A map of the East Indies of 1768, with place names written in 

Devanagari ; late 18th century ; size ; 3' 10"x4' . Lent by the, Prince 

of Wales Museum, Bombay. 

222. An old Persian map of the Grand Trunk Road from Dplhi to_ Kand- 
ahar, dra%vn by hand in colours on a paper roll (n.d.) ; size: 69' G^XlO". 
Lent by the National Libraiy of India, Calcutta. 

223. A plan of the Port of Seringapatam and its environments showing 
the capture of Seringapatam ; size: 2' x 1' 2J". Lent by the Madras Record 
Office. 

224. Plan of the Battle of Plassej^ supposed to be drawn by Clive; size : 
1' 8" X 1 ' 4". Lent by the Madras Record Office. 

225. Plan of Bombay, 1758; size: 1' 84" xP 1^^". (National, Archives 
of India). 

226. Plan of Bombay, 1767 ; size: 2' 11" xl' 10". (National Archives 
of India). 

227. Plan of Cambaj’-, 1775 ; size: 2' 11" xl' 101". (National Archives 
of India). 

228. A chart of different types of boats in Indian waters ; Maratha 
school; late i8th century ; size: 4' 3" xl'8|".. Lengthy the Prince of Wales 
Museitm, Bomba3^ 

229. A chart of, different types of boats such as'galbat’, ,‘gali’,‘fattamari’, 
‘machwa’, ‘manovar’, etc. Maratha school ; late 18th, century ; size: 4' 2" X 
1'4|". Lent by the Prince of Wales Museum, Bombay. 

PAINTINGS 

230. A , nobleman. The right half of the miniature contains a Persian 
poem by Amir Khusrau. ,, Mongolian, early 16th centuiy. Size: 104" x 7". 
Lent by the Rampur State Library, 

231_. Musician plajdng a rabab. -^longolian, early 16th century. 

Size : 7" x3^". Lent by the Rampur State Library. 

232. A Persian Prince by Moin? Bears the .date of ppmpletion, 1084 
A.H. (1673-74 A.D.). Persian school. Size:S"x4". Lent by the Archaeo- 
logical Museum, Red Fort, Dellii. 

233. A Persian lady by Mom(?). Bears the date of completion, 1084 
A.H, (167.3-74 A.D.). Persian school. Size:8"x3". Lent by the Archaeo- 
logical Museum, Red Fort, Delhi. 

234. A scene from the Shahnama of Firdausi. Size: 16|:"x31". Lent 
by the Archaeological Museum, Rod Fort, Delhi. 

235. Timur seated on a chair, i-eceiving Sultan Bayazid. Bears an 
inscription at the bottom dated A.H. 994 (A.D. 1585) giving the name Of 
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the artist; Moolraj. Size: Lent by the Archaelogical Museum, 

Red Eort, Delhi. 

236. Akbar on horseback. Mughal School. , 16th century. Size: 8" x 8 J". 
Lent by the Rampur State Library. 

237. Reconciliation between Akbar and Sultan Salim at Agra (A.D. 
1602). Mughal school (early Jahangir, circa 1610-15). Size: 21J''xl3J''. 
Lent by. the Museum and 'Picture Gallery, Baroda. 

■ 238. J'ahangir on a lion hunt. Mughal school (early Jahangir circa 

A. D. 1610-15). Size: 11" x8". Lent by the Museum and Picture Gallery, 

B. arpda. 

239. Jahangir on horseback. Mughal school (early 17th century). 
Size: 7"x4f. Lent by the Rampur State Library. 

240. Emperor Jahangir and his son Sultan Khusrau. Mughal school 
Size: 7J"x4". Lent by the Archaeological Museum, Red Fort, Delhi. 

241. Sultan Daniya] (third son of Akbar) with his wife. Mughal school. 
Size: 8|^" x6". Lent by the Archaeological Museum, Red Fort, Delhi. 

242. Abul Fazal. Mughal school. Size; 9J"x6|" . Lent by . the 
Archaeological Museum, Red Fort, Delhi. 

243. Shah Jahan on horseback. Mughal school (17th century). Size : 
7"'x4J". Lent by' the Rampur State Library. 

244. Prince Dara Shikoh, eldest son of Shah J ahan , seated on an elephant 
among his troops. Mughal school. Size; 12J" x9". Lent by the Archaeo- 
logical Museum, Red Fort, Delhi. 

245. Sultan Shuja, second son of Shah Jahan. Mughal school. Size : 
18" X 12J". Lent by the Archaeological Museum, Red Fort, Delhi. 

246. Ali Ma^dan Khan of Qaridahar. , Mughal school (first, half of the, 
17th century)^ Size: 7"x3f". Lent by. the Museum and Picture-Gallery 
Baroda. 

247- Shaista Khan, Mughal school .(second h^-lf of the 1 17th , century). 
Size: 18|" X 13|^". Lent by the Museum and Picutre Gallery, Baroda. 

248. Francois Bernier, author of the famous Travels in the, Mughal 
Empire, 1656-1668. Mughal school (17th century). Size: 6"x5". Lent 
by Mr. Ajit Ghose, Calcutta. 

249. Alamgir. Bears on verso a Persian rubai. Mughal .school (18th 
century). Size: 6J"x4"* Lent by the Rampur State Library. 

250. Amar Singh Rao of Nagpur. Mughal miniature (Shah Jahan 
school, circa. A.D. 1640). Size: 12'x8|". Lent by the Museum and 
Picture Gallery, Baroda. 
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251. Na^rab Umdatul Miilk. Painted by Bhawani Bass. Mughal 
school. Size: of" xo”. Lent by the Bampur State Library. 

252. Balthtawar Khan, Khwajasara of Alamgir, author of the general 
history entitled Mifatiil Alam . Mughal school (17th century). Size; 7" x S". 
Lent b^^^ the Rampur State Library. 

253. Abdullah Khan, Qutbul Mulk of Barha, Governor of Allahabad 
in the reign of Bahadur Shah and Prime Minister of Purrukh Siyar. Mughal 
school {18th century). Size: 9|^"x 64". Lent by the E-ampur State Library. 

254. Husain Ali Khan Amir-uI-Umra, Governor of Bihar in the reign 

of Bahadur Shah. Mughal school (ISth century). Size: Lbnt 

by the Rampur State Library. 

256. Mirza Asad-ullahKhan Ghalib. Late Mughal school. Size:7|"x 
5 §". Lent by the Archaeological Museum, Red Fort, Delhi. 

' 256. Mahadaji Sindliia. Mughal-Rajput miniature (second half of the 
18th century). Size: xSI". 

257. Prithvi Raj Cliauhan in his seraglio. Rajput school. Size; X 
8f". Lent by the Archaeological Museum, Red Fort, Delhi. 

' 258. Jaswant Singh of Jodhpur (A.D. 1638-78). Rajput miniature 
(Jodhpur, third quarter of the 19th century). Size: 12J"x8". Lent by 
the Museum and Picture Gallery, Baroda. 

259. Abhai Singh, Maharaja of Jodhpim (A.D. 1724-60) in the company 
of his ladies. Rajput miniature (Jodhpur, circa A.D. 1730-40). Size: 10|"' 
x84". Lent by the Museum and Picture Gallery, Baroda. 

260. A lady seated on a terrace in a garden. Rajput school . Size : 
7J-" x5". Lent by the Rampur State Library. 

261. A painting showing three ladies of high rank with phuljharis (a 
kind of fire- work) in their hands. Rajput school. Size; Sf'xSf''. Lent 
by the Rampur State Library. 

262. A lady seated on a fine carpet under a canopy. Rajput school* 
Size; 7|" x5". Lent by the Rampur State Library. 

263. A painting showing a teacher with four girl pupils. Rajput school. 
Size: 9|"x6f". Lent by the Rampur State Library. 

264. A lady of rank seated on a terrace talking with a woman sitting 
before her Avith tAA o maid servants standing before her and one behind. 
Rajput school. Size: 8|" x5?". Lent by the Rampur State Library. 

265-268. Four draAvings oi paper shoAving portrait. heads of Rajput 
chiefs. Rajput school (17th century). Lent by the Central Asian Anti- 
quities Museum, Ncav Delhi. 
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269 . IbrakimAdil Shah II of Bijapur (A.D. 1580-1626). ibeccani mini 
ature (Golconda, late 17th century). Size: 12|"x9". Lent by the UlugeUm 
and Picture Gallery, Baroda. 

270. Madana Pandit, Prime Minister of Golconda under Abu’l-'Hasan 
Qutb Shah. Deccani miniature (Golconda, late 17th century). Size: 
11" X 7^". Lent by the Museum and Picture Gallery, Baroda. 

271. Nizam Ali of Hyderabad. Deccani miniature (Hyderabad, late 
18th century). Size: 9J"x7". Lent by the Museum and Picture Gallery, 
Baroda. 

272. Shivaji, the founder of the Maratha Kingdom, Deccani Miniature 

(Golconda, late 17th century). Size: 10|"x7J". Lent by the Museum 
and Picture Gallery, Baroda. 

273. Unidentified Maratha General. Maratha miniature (late 18th 
century). Size: 10" x 8". Lent by the Museum and Picture Gallery, Baroda. 

274. Charat Singh, grandfather of Maharaja Ranjit Singh. Punjabi 
miniature (second half of the 18th century). Size: 14f"xll^". Lent by 
the Museum and Picture Gallery, Baroda. 

275. Jai Singh (Kanheya ?), leader of the Kanheya Misl of the Sikhs. 
Punjabi miniature (circa A.D. 1790). Lent by the Museum and Picture 
Gallery, Baroda. 

276. Eighteen pictures (printed strips coloured by hand) showing various 
phases of military life, equipment, etc., of the East India Company, (n.d.) 

TYPES OF EjEPAIR WORK DONE IN THE PRESERVATION 
BRANCH, NATIONAL ARCHIVES OF INDIA 

277. An unflattened bundle showing the original condition of records 
received in the National Archives of India, 

278. A flattened document. 

279. Document repaired with hand-made paper. 

280. Document repaired with tissue paper. 

281. Document repaired with chiffon. 

282. An inlayed document. 

283. A document laminated between cellulose acetate foils. 

284. Half-margin repair, 

285. Evil effect of repairing document with tracing paper. 

286. Palm-leaf repaired with cellulose acetate foil. 

287. An insect-bored manuscript. 

288. An insect-bored manuscript repaired with tissue paper, 

289. A faded document with its photograph with writing revived. 
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290. Document shoo.wii?^ tlie, corroding effect of ink; 

291 . A bojiud manuBoript volmne. 

292. Seal — an illustration shou-ing how it is preserved. 

293. Samples of microfilm negative and positive. 

294. A roll of microfil|m.,(100 ft.). 

295. Enlargements, from mj^crofilm copies. 
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